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Jochen & Helma’s boat ‘Katrina’ during the Nelson/Sail Amsterdam tall ships event 2015 
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NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2015 

2015 has been a year of great highs and sad farewells for our Club. 
 
Our two winter lunches and two summer rallies, one of each in the UK and Holland have, of  
as in previous years, been just amazing. 
 
The Dutch Winter Lunch was held aboard the SS Rotterdam, an Ocean Liner from a bygone 
era, in Rotterdam on 28th February and was followed, literally, by an in-depth tour of the 
ship and all its workings.  The engine room proved to be of great interest to many members. 
 
The Dutch Summer Rally which went on for a week coinciding as it did with the (5 yearly) 
Sail Amsterdam 2015 tall ships event, was just stupendous. 
 
The UK’s Winter Lunch at the Royal Southampton Yacht Club was a fun time, with the model 
of the Nelson 40 “Sheer” on display for the first time.  The Royal Southampton was a new 
choice by the Committee and broke with our usual tradition of a London venue.  The Nelson 
40 model was acquired by the Club from Jonathan Napier and will eventually be displayed at 
the Classic Boat Museum in Cowes following its move to West Cowes in 2016. 

 
26th May saw three Nelsons, 
two Warships and the Ramsgate 
Lifeboat, escort the 61 Dunkirk 
Little Ships on their 75th 
Anniversary Return to Dunkirk 
together with a further three 
support Nelsons. More on this 
later in the Newlsetter. 

INTRODUCTION 

L’Orage being towed by Nelson 40 pilot boat “Vanquisher” 
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Cowes was the venue for the UK Summer Rally with 19 Nelsons coming to Shepards Wharf 
Marina and over 65 people attending the dinner at the Sir Max Aitken Museum.  We were 
privileged to have the Commodore of the Association of Dunkirk Little Ships (ADLS), Ian 
Gilbert, as our after dinner speaker when he also presented signed books and awards to the 
attending Nelsons and, in particular, to John Simmonds and his pilot boat “Vanquisher” for 
rescuing the Dunkirk ship “L’Orage” (previously owned by Raymond Baxter) and towing it in 
the last 8 miles to Dunkirk—see the write-up later in the Newlsetter about the Dunkirk event 
which was, on occasion, very moving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The articles  which follow on the main Nelson events which took place in 2015 will give you a 
flavour of what went on, especially to those who were unable to come along. 
 
I would certainly encourage as many of you as possible to come to the 2016 events, with or 
without your Nelsons, as they are what the Club is all about—meeting like-minded people in 
a good atmosphere and having a great time together. 
 
The sudden loss this year of our Commodore, Edward Lord Montagu, was a sad time and his 
passing could change the Club.  However, I am sure Edward would want us to continue on 
and try to improve the Club for the future.  Please see the back page for more about 
Edward’s funeral and 2016 Memorial Service in Westminster Abbey in January 
 
Sadly another long standing club member, Jochen Leonhardt, passed away unexpectedly on 
4th December 2015. You will find his obituary on page 22. 
 
Already, the UK 2016 Winter Lunch organised by Graham Hitchcock is looking like one of the 
‘greats’ with over 60 NBOC members attending in Greenwich.  Please see our Calendar of 
Events on page 19. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
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2015 Dutch Summer Rally 

“SAIL AMSTERDAM 2015” 
18th—23rd August 2015 

by Adriaan Roosen 

spectators and thousands of boats. Floor 

had brilliantly booked a small marina (De 

Vlonder) in Nauerna which is half way 

between the North Sea locks in IJmuiden 

and central Amsterdam. The marina came 

with a pub (all to ourselves) and a fantastic 

deck outside, bordering the jetties and with 

a full bar. Nauerna is a hamlet bordering the 

North Sea canal on the south side and 

enclosed by a polder (Wikipedia: reclaimed 

land enclosed by embankments (barriers) 

known as “dijken” and entirely below sea 

level). Our hosts Eric and Edith own the 

marina/pub and they were fantastic 

throughout our stay. 

T 
his year we had decided to have our 
Dutch Summer Rally coincide with 
AMSTERDAM SAIL, a massive maritime 

event that takes place every 5 years on the “IJ”, 
a large body of water right behind Amsterdam 
Central Station. 
We had a good number of boats attending (in no 
particular order): Flyer, Tinn, Flinter, Lord 
Nelson, Bark, Talisman, Katerina, Claire of Rhu; 
and from the UK: Seiren, Out of the Blue (our 
honorary secretary Steve), Katriona of Burnham 
and Evening Star of Beaulieu. Furthermore Sonia 
and John (Deeply Dippy) had travelled by car 
whereas Han and Janny (being in between 
Nelson’s) joined Adriaan and Karien on Talisman. 
 
We (Adriaan, Floor, Andries) did have to book 

things early as the event attracts millions of  
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2015 Dutch Summer Rally 

“SAIL AMSTERDAM” 2015 cont’d 

We also did have the significant challenge of 
having to put together a 6 day program that 
would be interesting and entertaining whilst 
allowing us to see the best of Amsterdam Sail, 
seeing the city of Amsterdam as well as the 
polder landscape to the north. So this is what we 
came up with: 
 
Tuesday: welcome party and a superb 
Indonesian buffet at the marina pub (all to 
ourselves with a group of 40) and a live musical 
performance by our own: “Biloute”. 
 

 
Wednesday: leaving the marina at 8am to get to 
IJmuiden by 9 to join the thousands of boats 
welcoming the tall ship flotilla of 50! and 
accompanying them to Amsterdam @6 knots to 
their moorings in the port of Amsterdam 
(IJhaven). The total distance is 35 miles but there 
was no chance to get bored with so much to see 
on the water and along the shores with 
thousands watching the parade. 
 
 
 
 

Thursday: we did a “drive by” the moored tall 
ships on our Nelsons in the IJhaven; the boats 
are awesome to see from up close – sheer 
beauty. In the evening we had dinner in De 
Tolhuis, a restaurant bordering the IJ and 
offering a view of the entire festival area, seeing 
the Nav lights of the thousands of boats (all 
sizes) crisscrossing in the dark; followed by 
fireworks and a bus taking us back to the marina. 

 
Friday: another highlight, taking our Nelson’s up 
the river Zaan, passing the city of Zaandam and 
De Zaanse Schans (the world famous set of 
traditional windmills) and then mooring at a 
restaurant for lunch. In the evening Paul rigged 
up his key board on the wooden deck at the 
marina and we had drinks and a sing song on a 
balmy night of summer. 
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2015 Dutch Summer Rally 

“SAIL AMSTERDAM” 2015 cont’d 

Saturday: boat trip in a “sloep” through the 
Amsterdam canals. Truly, you must have been 
there to believe it. Absolute mayhem and a great 
time was had by all. 
In the evening drinks outside in the sun and 
followed by the customary dinner “al fresco” at 
Bickers aan de Werf, a restaurant bordering “Het 
Westerdok” an Amsterdam canal and a small 
marina.  
After the dinner, a traditional Amsterdam canal 
boat picked us up to take us back to Nauerna, 
waved bon voyage by Louk, Marijke, Pieter and 
Anja who had come by car. 
 

 
Sunday: we did have the AGM at 10am and we 
agreed on an exciting program for next year with 
the Dutch rally to be held Antwerp. 
I think it is fair to say that (also thanks to the 
extraordinary good weather) the rally was very 
much enjoyed by everybody and that our 
members, who could not make it, really missed 
something rather special. Anyway, they will have 
another chance in 2020!  

We certainly have enjoyed organizing this year’s 
rally! 
 
Adriaan Roosen, Floor Heyn, Andries de 
Nachtegaal 
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75th Commemorative cruise to Dunkirk with 
the Association of Dunkirk Little Ships  

May 2015 
by Sandy Pollard 

As an Associate member of the ADLS I was 
privileged to be able to attend the 
Commemorative cruise to Dunkirk in May this 
year. 52 of these amazing Little Ships, of all 
shapes and sizes, gathered in Ramsgate from 
the south of England and the Thames to 
commemorate this historic event. The weather 
prior to the crossing had been quite 
unpredictable so the Thames contingent, which 
I'm often lucky enough to crew, made a run for 
Ramsgate a day earlier than scheduled. The 
weather was much better for the crossing and 
the fleet left Ramsgate at 8.30 on the 21st May. 
Once out of the harbour they formed up into 
blocks for the crossing.  This is one of the 
busiest shipping lanes in the world and it is vital 
for everyone's safety that the boats are in 
blocks of similar speeds. They have a naval 
escort, who lead the flotilla, the Ramsgate 
lifeboat for emergency, a Maritime Volunteers 
vessel and this year three Nelsons, Boscawen, 
Out of the Blue and Vanquisher who acted as 
stand by support.  A problem occurred with one 
of the Little Ships off Dunkirk and it was 
originally taken in tow by the Maritime 
Volunteers, but when they managed to get a 
rope around their propeller, Vanquisher took 
over the recovery and brought Little Ship 
L'orage safely into Dunkirk. 
 
The people of Dunkirk always make this return 
event, which happens every five years, into a 
celebration of the close ties it has with these 
boats. 
 
Many people do not realise that of the 338,226 
troops rescued from the beach in 1940 
thousands where French.   
 
Mainly the Little Ships were used, because of  
 

their shallow draft, to ferry the troops out to 
the larger ships. But as the evacuation ended 
some brought troops all the way back to 
England. How many they carried is not always 
clear, many were overloaded and in danger of 
sinking, but they refused to leave anybody 
behind.  
 
The town itself still bears the scars of the fierce 
fighting, and many events are organised to 
celebrate and say 'thank you' to these special 
boats and their owners. By the very nature of 
the event these boats are 75+ years old, and 
some are even older, and they are lovingly 
preserved as part of our nautical heritage. 
 
On Saturday the 23rd a service was held on the 
Dunkirk beach close to the mole where 
veterans and both English and French service 
personnel laid their wreaths. This is always 
moving and the number of veterans who still 
attend this event is getting fewer each time.   
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75th Commemorative cruise to Dunkirk with 

the Association of Dunkirk Little Ships cont’d 

The few who do attend are fascinating  to talk 
to and tales of standing for 8 or 9 hours up to 
their chests in the sea waiting for rescue whilst 
being bombed and machine gunned is truly 

humbling. 
 
On Monday 25th May 2015 the fleet prepared 
to leave the Basin du Commerce in Dunkirk and 
Katriona of Burnham took over from Out of the 
Blue, but after locking out and hitting open 
waters, some boats decided that it was too 
rough to proceed and turned back. The 
supporting Nelsons returned to Dunkirk with 
the Little Ships, leaving Vanquisher to continue 
with the main fleet back to Ramsgate. Apart 
from standing by Ex Lifeboat Lucy Lavers who 
fouled her propeller and another, Lady Gay, 
who was taking on water, there was no more 
work to do for Vanquisher.  The remainder of 

the fleet, with their Nelson escort returned to 
Ramsgate the next day without mishap. 
 
This was a memorable return to Dunkirk for 
many reasons, as by 2020 it is unlikely that 
many of the actual Dunkirk veterans will be 
with us. The links between the ADLS and the 
NBOC were highlighted by ADLS Commodore 
Ian Gilbert when he attended the Nelson 
Annual Dinner in June. Having talked to several 
of the Owners of Little Ships since the return I 
know they all appreciated having Nelson 
'support' because of the professional way they 
were handled, sometimes in difficult 
conditions, and because of  their reputation as 
excellent sea boats. I'm sure in five years time 
Nelsons will once again be part of the 80th 
Commemorative Cruise to Dunkirk. 

On board “Out of the Blue” in Dunkirk 
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Force 9 to Ramsgate and Beyond 
Leading up to the Dunkirk 75th Anniversary Crossing 

By John Simmonds, Dave Evans as crew on board the Nelson Pilot Boat “Vanquisher” 

After only two hours sleep we left Bembridge 
01.30 heading off to Ramsgate, to meet up with 
the 'Little Ships'.  The weather forecast was 
south westerly 5-6 increasing 8-9. After clearing 
the Owers Light we were heading for the Royal 
Sovereign light at which time the wind had 
increased to a good Force 9 to Ramsgate and 
beyond. 
 
7-8.  Proceeding on to Beachy Head  Dave 
decided he didn't want to play any more and 
retired to the floor of the wheelhouse (sick). 
Passing Beachy Head the tide was slack and we 
ran over two lobster pot markers with sixty foot 
of rope floating on the surface between them. 
With hand on heart and both engines to neutral 
the praying began (as we did not want to snag 
both props and have to call the lifeboat). It was 
with good fortune and lots of prayers we 
managed to drift over the floating line. 
Onward to Dover, where there was a good force 
9 meeting the ebb from the North Sea,which 
became very sporty when you are surfing at 26 
knots. 
 
As we passed Dover we unfortunately came 
across a small French Yacht trying to get into 
Dover Harbour who was right in our way. By this 
time visibility was down to 50 yards in driving 
rain. At this point the crew, who had come too 
enough to speak, decided he wanted to go 
home, but he was politely told "only an hour to 
run". 
Running up inside the Goodwin Sands it was like 
being in a cauldron, and after speaking to 

Ramsgate Port Control on the radio we were 
told to "come straight in". Now the tricky bit 
began, not being able to find a berth I spotted 
Zulu, which was a welcome sight, and Dennis 
indicated there was a space along side him. 
Being single handed, with a force 9 wind blowing 
us off the pontoon, and only one rope, it wasn't 
going to be easy. Thanks to Dennis, who secured 
the rope quickly, we managed to bring the boat 
alongside without mishap. A massive big 'thank 
you' goes to Sadie, who said "do you fancy a 
bacon sandwich?", music to my ears. All secure 
in Ramsgate by 11.30, and the crew finally 
managed to crawl into his bunk! 
 
The crossing to Dunkirk 
 
We were asked by Graham (Boscawen) if we 
would like to take a third crew member as they 
had four on board. Paul Gamsa, therefore, 
joined us for the crossing to Dunkirk. It was a 
glorious day and a privilege to be taking part in 
such an historic event. The crossing was smooth 
but all the Nelsons were kept busy standing by 
the Little Ships with various problems, but 
nothing major. After we had all crossed the 
separation lanes, L'orage had a problem and was 
taken in tow by the maritime Volunteers, who 
unfortunately got a rope around one propeller 
and was caught up by the stern. When we heard 
this on the radio we headed straight for the 
casualties, having already had a conversation 
with Ramsgate Lifeboat it was decided between 
us that we would take L'orage in tow leaving the 
lifeboat to sort out the volunteers.  
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Force 9 to Ramsgate and Beyond 

Cont’d 

This still left Boscawen and Out of the Blue to 
cover any other problems should they have 
occurred. Before we entered the first lock 
L'orage was secured alongside for the tow 
through the locks into the Bassin du Commerce 
in Dunkirk, where the welcome was warm, with 
music and cheering. This welcome brought 
home to us how much Dunkirk has taken the 
Little Ships to their hearts and was very 
humbling. 
 
The return to Ramsgate 
 
The Navy guard ships, two P2000 Class Patrol 
Boats, left early Monday morning to return to 
the UK, leaving the Nelson fleet, now joined by 
Katriona of Burnham, in place of Out of the Blue, 
the Ramsgate Lifeboat and the Maritime 
Volunteers in charge of the fleet collectively.  
After leaving Dunkirk and heading out into the 
English Channel, the sea conditions were not 
ideal for some of the smaller Little Ships.  It was 
then decided that some of the Little Ships should 

return to Dunkirk for safety reasons. Boscawen 
and Katriona of Burnham returned to Dunkirk to 
stay overnight and return with them the next 
day. The Ramsgate Lifeboat  was to escort the 
Little Ships back into Dunkirk and catch up with 
the rest of the fleet, hopefully before they 
reached the separation zone. 
As the fleet had split into two groups, it just left 
Vanquisher as the only support boat for the 
return crossing. At this time we realised that 
Paul's personal effects were still on Boscawen, 
after a quick radio call to Graham we arranged a 
rendezvous to transfer his belongings onto us, 
which was not one of the easiest things to do in 
a force 5. We then caught up with the rest of the 
fleet, firstly standing by Lucy Lavers who had a 
fouled propeller, and secondly after crossing the 
separation lanes, Lady Gay who was taking on 
water so we stood by with pumps. We left the 
main flotilla and escorted Lady Gay into 
Ramsgate. 
After a brief stop for fuel and fish and chips, we 
left for Bembridge arriving at 03.30 the next day. 

Nelsons Assisting the ADLS during their 75th Anniversary Return to Dunkirk 

 

Boscawen Graham Hitchcock & crew  Escort vessel 

Vanquisher John Simmonds & Crew Escort vessel 

Out of the Blue Steve Brenner & Crew Outbound Escort vessel 

Katriona James Gilbert & Ruth Colenso Return journey Escort vessel 

Zulu Dennis & Sandra Wilkins Support vessel 

Emily E Jonathan Hunt & Crew Support vessel  
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The Return of Martha Gunn 

Nelson 40 from Sweden 

July 2015 
by Harry Standley 

Last year Alison and I decided that we wanted a 
boat with more space than our Weymouth 42 
“Martha Gunn”. This was because we now spend 
at least 3 months a year living aboard. Also we 
wanted 3 proper cabins so we could 
accommodate family and grandchildren on some 
of our trips. 
 
We have purchased a Storebro Royal Cruiser 475 
Commander which is a planing hull of 47 feet 
long by 14.5ft beam, powered by twin Volvo 
480hp. Engines. We went for this boat as 
Storebro are regarded as the premier builder in 
Sweden. The workmanship is superb throughout 
and has very comfortable accomodation. 
However she will never be the ultimate sea boat 
that “Martha Gunn” is, but as we get older our 
 

 needs are changing, and our cruising is 
becoming more gentle! 
 
So it was with great reluctance that the decision 
was made, as it is hard selling a boat which has 
been a part of one's life for the past 21 years, in 
which we have cruised over 35,000 Nautical 
miles over Europe, in varying conditions. In that 
time she never let us down, being the superb sea 
boat that she is. 
 
We had hoped to sell her in Sweden, but this 
proved difficult as Nelson are not known over 
there. The final factor that decided us to bring 
her home was the fact that the Swedish Kroner 
has dropped in value compared to Sterling, 
making her expensive over there. 
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Return of Martha Gunn cont’d 

So on July 1st. this year, we left our Swedish 
home port of Navekvarn for England. We did not 
get away until 14.40 as our Swedish friends 
insisted on giving us a lunch party and alcoholic 
send off! So with flags waving on the pontoon, 
we said goodbye to our friends and slipped our 
mooring lines at 14.40. 
 
“Martha Gunn's” crew for the trip back to 
Suffolk was my wife Alison, Martin Long and 
myself. As we were hoping to press on as much 
as we could, I decided right at the outset that 
we would work watches as this gives everyone 
time off. We work a system of 3 hours on and 
one and a half hours off, which means two crew 
are always on watch. Had we been operating at 
night as well we would have done 4 hours on 
and 2 hours off. 

The first leg took us 60.5Nm down the east coast 
of Sweden to the island of Ido. We berthed here 
at 22.20. Average speed 7.9 knots. We had 
decided where possible to cruise at 8 knots to 
conserve fuel, leaving our normal 15 knots for 
the North Sea. 
 
2nd July  We left our berth on Ido at 06.20, 
continuing down the east coast  and going 
between the Island of Oland(the long thin 
island) and the mainland. That evening we 
arrived at Sandhamn at 19.20.  
 
Trip 13 hrs. 106.5Nm. Average speed 8.2 knots. 
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Return of Martha Gunn cont’d 

4th July Left berth at Klintholm at 06.20 heading 
for Burgstaaken on Fehmarn in Germany. We 
arrived in Bergstaaken at 13.00.  This was just a 
fuel stop as fuel here is much cheaper than in 
Sweden. Having fuelled with 727 litres we left 
the fuel berth at 13.40 heading for Kiel. We 
arrived in Keil to find that we were just in time 
for a lock into the canal. We moored in the lock 
at 18.34. After locking through at 18.45 we said 
goodbye to the Baltic Sea. We thought we would 
have an easy passage to Rendsberg about a third 
of the way along the canal. However this was 
not to be as at 19.10 we were stopped by red 
flashing lights as a very large ship was 
approaching and all other canal traffic had to 
stop. We were not allowed to move again until 
20.11. In fact we had had seven large ships pass 
us during our stoppage. This did however give us 
time for a stationary supper for once! The 
problem now was whether we would make 
Rendsberg by 22.00, which is the time all 
pleasure craft must stop navigation. We actually 
made the guest pontoon at at 22.07! 
 
Trip 124Nm. 15.66 hrs. Average speed 7.9 knots. 
 
5thJuly Left berth at 07.30 and arrived at the lock 
in Brunsbuttel at 12.15. as we were approaching 
the lock we heard a gale warning for our area. 
The weather was heavy and sultry. I decided 
that we could make Cuxhaven at the mouth of 
the Elbe safely, so we pressed on, arriving in 
Cuxhaven at 15.00. 
 
Trip 53 Nm. 7.5 hrs. Average speed 7.06 knots. 
 
6th July We stayed in the marina all day, as it was 
blowing between force 8 and 9 all day. However 
the marina is very sheltered and we hardly 
moved.  The gale gave us a chance to have a 
look at Cuxhaven, which is a remarkably 
pleasant town. Forecast for the next day was 

ideal as the wind had shifted from NW to South 
and only Force 3 off the land. However this was 
just a window as for the following 3 days it was 
forecast to shift back to the NW and blow hard 
again. I then made the decision to leave 
Cuxhaven the next morning and make for the 
River Ems which divides Germany and Holland. 
The plan was to enter Holland at Delfzijl. 
 
7th July Weather abated, so we left Cuxhaven at 
04.20. the wind was ,as predicted off the land, 
but there was still a heavy residual swell coming 
in from the North West. MG loved it and also 
the freedom to run at her optimal cruising speed 
of 15 knots again.  By 11.15 we were waiting at 
the lock in Delfzijl to enter the Northern Dutch 
canals. We were through the lock by 12.15 and 
continued along the canal through various locks 
and passed by Groningen, arriving at a delightful 
small marine in Briltil, mooring alongside a 
lovely lawn at 17.14. There was a good 
restaurant within walking distance so we made 
good use of that for the evening, excellent food! 
 
Trip 130 Nm. 13 hrs. Average speed 10 knots. 
 
8th July Left berth at 10.35. Late for us. It must 
have been the wine from the night before! 
Continued along the canal towards Lemmer. We 
stopped for fuel on the canal and bunkered 570 
litres at €1.01/litre. We noticed that the wind 
was blowing hard as we left the fuel berth, so I 
think we had made the right decision to go by 
the inland route for this part of the journey. 
Berthed in Lemmer at 18.20. 
 
Trip 42Nm. 7.75 hrs. Average speed 5.42 knots. 
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Return of Martha Gunn cont’d 

9th July Lay day as it was still blowing hard and 
Lemmer is a pleasant Dutch town, which we had 
not visited before. Also the forecast was good 
from Friday onwards and we were only two days 
from home now. 
 
10th July Left bert at Lemmer at 08.00 and locked 
through into the Ijsselmeer at 08.30. we crossed 
the Ijsselmeer to Enkhuizen where we locked 
through at 10.43. from ther it was a straight run 
down to the locks at the entrance to the North 
Sea canal. We left these locks at 14.12. We then 
passed Amsterdam arriving at the seaward locks 
at 16.35. By 17.00 we were berthed in the 
marina at Ijmuiden. Excellent meal in the 
clubhouse in the evening. 
 
Trip 62Nm. 9 hrs. Average speed 6.9 knots. 
 
11th July With a good forecast we  left our berth 
in Ijmuiden at 07.55. Once at sea ther was a 
moderare swell, but the wind was only Force 
2/3. Most of the crossing was done at 15 knots, 
although we slowed down towards the end of 
the trip, so we could cross the Bar into the River 
Deben at the optimal time. Forecast was was 
now SW 5/6. Fortunately we had no more than 
force 4. 
 

We crossed the Deben Bar at 16.25 and were 
back on our own mooring at 17.00 after an 
absence of eight years! 
 
Trip 133Nm. 8.75 hrs. Average speed 15.2 knots. 
 
Total journey distance was 862 Nm. The engines 
never missed a beat and all systems were 
faultless throughout the trip. 
 
Tailpiece 
I had my last trip on “Martha Gunn” on Monday 
21st. September, when I took her from her 
mooring at Ramsholt to Granary Yacht Yabour at 
Melton, near Woodbridge. Here she has been 
lifted from the water and chocked up, awaiting 
survey, as I have  accepted an offer on her. 
Hopefully she will give her new owners as much 
fun as we have had over the past 21 years. She 
should be based at Kip Marina on the west coast 
of Scotland. If all goes to plan her journey north 
will be by road. 
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The NBOC Thornycroft Collection 
At The Classic Boat Museum, East Cowes 

by Colin Pollard 

When Peter Thorneycroft died in 1987, his 
company, TT Boats, was taken over by his old 
colleague Arthur Mursell.  Arthur, of course, 
needed the space and decided that all the 
contents should be stored temporarily in one 
of the Redwing sheds at Bembridge.  This was 
largely brought about by the fact that none of 
the Thornycroft family was in a position to do 
anything with the contents. 
 
Enter David Mallett:  David came upon this 
state of affairs and talked to me about what 
we, as a Club, could do about it.  After much 
deliberation, we decided to create our own 
museum in a purpose-built facility in David’s 
garden at Chichester and for many years this 
was our venue and the focal point for the Club. 
 
After some years it was decided that we would 
combine our activities with the Classic Boat 
Museum at Cowes, the website for this is: 
www.classicboatmuseum.org. The Collection is 
a vast array of miscellaneous items such as 

photographs, drawings, and object d’art 
relating to the Thornycroft family, everything 
you would expect after 30 years of being in 
business and a history going back well over 100 
years.  We also have a considerable number of 
tank test models and ship models which are 
part and parcel of the collection.  Therefore, 
there are very few subjects about which we are 
not in a position to offer help and advice to 
owners of Nelson boats, particularly those kept 
in Bembridge.  Currently much of the collection 
is on display at the Classic Boat Museum in 
Cowes and you will always get a warm 
welcome there.  The Classic Boat Museum and 
Thornycroft collection joined forces some years 
ago and I must say that Rosemary and her team 
have done splendid work cataloguing drawings, 
photographs, books etc. 
 
We shall be moving the collection shortly to a 
new venue in West Cowes – details to follow – 
but do try to make the effort to visit the 
Museum as it is well worth it. 

John Askham with tank test models which form 

part of the NBOC Thornycroft Collection on 

display at the Classic Boat Museum, Cowes. 

http://www.classicboatmuseum.org
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Three Great Thornycroft Yachts 
Involved with the Dunkirk Evacuation 

by Colin Pollard 

If you look at the Dunkirk Little Ship Register, you 
will be amazed at the high percentage of 
Thornycroft built vessels listed. It has been thirty 
years since we started the Nelson Boat Owners 
Club as a focal point for Nelson Owners.  This has 
been a huge success and we now have more 
than 150 members from the UK and throughout 
Europe. Following our success it may be possible 
to start an association of Thornycroft built boats 
to maintain the history and success of the genre. 
The NBOC would be only too willing to help 
should any owners of these historic craft wish to 
take up the challenge.  
 
M.Y. Shemara;  212ft x 30ft steel Yacht built in 
1938 for Sir Bernard and Lady Docker. She was 
the largest sea going yacht built at Woolston, 
Southampton. After being requisitioned in 1939 
by the Royal Navy she was used as a training 
vessel for Anti-Submarine warfare. 
After the war she was returned to Sir Bernard 
who subsequently sold her to Harry Hymes 
sometime before 1979. Mr. Hymes owned her 
for a good many years. 
The present owner, Sir Charles Dunstone, has 
completed a million man-hour refit over many 
years, and she is now available for charter. A 
week for 12 guests will cost in excess of 275.000 
euros. 

M.Y. King Duck; 77ft x 14ft. 6 inch twin-skinned 
teak built in 1930 at Hampton on Thames, by 
and for Tom Thornycroft. During the war the 
Admiralty removed her diesel engines and 
replaced them with petrol. At the end of the war 
she was returned to the family with 500 gallons 
of petrol on board, very useful with the fuel 
shortages in the late forties! 
 
Tom Thornycroft used her extensively for 
regattas, and carried 2 x 14 ft. International 
dinghies on deck.  She was used as a base during 
the 1948 Torquay Olympics and in 1952 she 
went to the Helsinki Olympics, again used as a 
base. 
 
She had a cruising radius of 2000 miles and 
carried 3 tons of drinking water in her bilge tanks 
amidships, therefore making her very 
comfortable at sea.  
In 1979 she was acquired by the Marquis of 
Butte, who used her for charter in Scotland. It is 
believed she was sold to a Dutch client, and if 
any of our Dutch members know of her 
whereabouts we would be delighted to know. 
 
M.Y. Bluebird;  52ft x 11 ft. Carvel built double 
mahogany on rock elm for Sir Malcom Campbell 
in 1931. He sold her 3 years later.  
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NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2015 

2016 Programme of Events 

Date Event Venue Contact 

Sunday, 10th January UK Winter Lunch Royal Naval College, Greenwich Graham Hitchcock 

Graham.hitchcock@ntlworld.com 

Saturday, 12th March Dutch Winter Lunch Maassluis on board the 
oceangoing tug, Elbe 
(www.zeesleper.elbe.nl) 

Adriaan Roosen 

aroosen@wxs.nl 

Friday 1st—Sunday, 3rd July UK Summer Rally Yarmouth, Isle of Wight to Poole 

RNLI 

Followed by 

1-2 weeks cruise to the West 

Country 

Paul Gamsa 

paul@brunel.org.uk  

 

 

Saturday, 27th—Sunday, 

28th August 

Dutch Summer Rally Antwerp—full details to be 

confirmed 

Bert & Margaret Otto 

bert.otto@skynet.be 

Further information will be emailed/sent out prior to each event.  

As we write (December 2015) the Winter Lunch is  fully subscribed. 

http://www.zeesleper.elbe.nl
mailto:aroosen@wxs.nl
mailto:paul@brunel.org.uk
mailto:bert.otto@skynet.be
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NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2015 

www.nelsonyachts.co.uk 

 

We are actively looking for Nelsons, and other semi-displacement motor boats for the brokerage and have 

launched a new, more user-friendly, website. 

 

After a long period in the doldrums, we believe that the boat market is now showing signs of upward movement. 

 

If you are looking to buy or sell a Nelson or similar type of boat,                                                                                         

or just wish to discuss the possibility, please contact either: 

Harry on 07778 682909 

Steve on 07803 202311 
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The sad loss of our beloved Commodore 

Edward Lord Montagu of Beaulieu 
1926—2015 

It was with deep sadness that we learned of the death of EDWARD, 3rd BARON MONTAGU of 
BEAULIEU at Palace House on 31st August 2015, aged 88, after a short illness.  
 
Lord Montagu was one of the founder members of the NBOC and has been our Commodore 
from the start. His charm, wit and presence enriched the club over the years. He was a good 
friend to us all and will be greatly missed.  
 
 
 
 

 
A service of Thanksgiving for the life and work of  Edward, 3rd Baron Montagu of Beaulieu 
will be held in St Margaret's Church, Westminster Abbey at 12 noon on Wednesday 20th 
January 2016. All are welcome to attend. Donations to the National Motor Museum Trust 
and Countryside Education Trust. This can be done online  at https://mydonate.bt.com/
events/edwardlordmontagu 

Lord Montagu's 2nd 'Cygnet of Beaulieu', a Nelson 35' Built in 

1984, Photo by Kevin Quick  
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Jochen Leonhardt “Leo” 
1951—2015 

Sadly another member, Jochen Leonhardt , passed away  unexpectedly on 4th December 2015.  
 
Jochen was the skipper of ‘Katerina’ and together with his wife Helma they attended many of 
the Nelson Club events in Holland and UK almost from the start of the Dutch chapter.  
 

Every summer Katerina could be found on the Dutch Wadden islands and Jochen and Helma 
had fallen in love especially with the island of Vlieland .  They spent much time together there 
as well as at the house they bought after their retirement on the beautiful island of Norderney. 
 

We all carry our memories of Jochen, known to many as “Leo”, and he will be missed.   Our 
thoughts are with Helma and Jochen's family as they come to terms with the loss of Jochen 
which has come so cruelly early. 
 

On behalf of the Club a donation will be made to the German lifeboat association in accordance 
with the  request of Jochen and Helma. 
 
 

See the photograph on the front cover of this Newsletter of ‘Katrina’ at the NBOC/Sail Amsterdam 

tall ships event earlier this year 


