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Five of the Nelsons on the West Country cruise in Salcombe in July 2016 
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2016 was another terrific year for the Nelson Boat Owners Club both in The Netherlands and the UK. 
 
We started the year in January when the members of the NL board (Floor, Andries, Adriaan) attended the 
awesome UK winter Lunch in the Old Royal Navy College in Greenwich. For us "foreigners" it was a great 
opportunity to be invited to this very special event to honour Admiral Lord Nelson. 
 
On Saturday March 12th we assembled in Maasluis, near to the Dutch city of Rotterdam on board the ocean 
going tug 'Elbe' see: (www.zeesleper.elbe.nl).  
 
There were 25 of us including our Honorary Secretary Steve Brenner and his wife Grietje. The crews of the 
following boats were at the event: Stern, Claire, De Bark, Lord Nelson, Brigand, Doris, Djambo Pilot, Tinn, 
Mustang, Flinter, Bambola, Out of the Blue and Dauntless (Sipko's boat). We toured the 'Elbe' guided by 
volunteers who had served on her during her colourful past. (Please check out the website for the very 
interesting history of Elbe). Lunch was served onboard and the volunteer crew provided a very good buffet 
and, crucially, a full bar. 

 

FORWARD 
By Adriaan Roosen 

http://www.zeesleper.elbe.nl
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We then participated in the UK summer rally in Yarmouth, followed by the West Country cruise. "We" in this 
case were De Bark (Floor and Ineke), Bambola (Pieter and Anja and their guests), Talisman (Adriaan and 
Karien) and with Andries crewing for a part of the trip. In Yarmouth we joined a group of approximately 20 
other Nelson's whereas a group of 10 then continued on to the West Country rally.  
 
Han van Zanten and Janny deserve a special mentioning as they had come all the way from Rome and 
crossing the Gulf of Biscay to arrive in Yarmouth on time for the rally. Regrettably Han caught a spring line 
with his foot when getting onto the jetty and he fell really badly. He was rushed to the hospital and then 
back to Holland by special charter plane a few days later. As I am writing this, Han is doing well but his 
recovery is taking time. 
 
The West Coast rally - organized superbly by Paul Gamsa - was great with Salcombe the absolute highlight 
because of the natural beauty of the harbour and the weather which finally turned out very nice. We were 
on a mooring buoy (PICTURE) with 6 Nelsons for 4 days (Seiren, Deeply Dippy, Talisman, Bambola and De 
Bark, with Out of the Blue returning home from Dartmouth. We spent our time mostly hiking in the hills and 
on the tops of the headlands. We then split up with Paul and Gill continuing on to the Channel Islands, De 
Bark and Bambola returning to Holland following a relaxed cruising schedule, Sonia and John having to go 
back to work just like Karien and I rushing Talisman back to resume work after a 4 week fantastic holiday. 
 
At the end of August we assembled in Antwerp for our own rally organised by Bert and Margriet Otto 
(Flinter) and with participation by the following boats: De Bark, Claire of Rue, Brigant, Mustang, Talisman 
and Tinn. Our Honorary Secretary Steve and wife Grietje had come by airplane to join the group in Antwerp 
whereas Pieter Taselaar and Anja came by car. 
 
We assembled, en route, in Wemeldingen for a BBQ and the next day we had a really nice run into Antwerp 
crossing the vast commercial port and ending up in Willemdok, smack in the middle of Antwerp’s old town. 

On Saturday Bert and Margriet had arranged 
various options. Karien and I went to the Red 
Star Museum guided by Margriet. In the 
afternoon we were on the old city walking 
tour with Bert Otto and a professional city 
guide. Both tours were very enjoyable. In the 
evening we had dinner in the 100-year old 
Netherlands Club in Antwerp in a truly 
amazing building and with an equally great 
dinner. 
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The keynote speech was delivered by Bert Otto’s son, Bart, describing the aftermath of the collision of one 
of their shipping company's large cargo ships near the port of Zeebrugge. The reconstruction video with 
animation and the real radio contact recordings with the pilots and control were bone chilling, as we were 
watching a disaster occurring in slow motion but with 2 ships unavoidably pulled towards each other… 
 
On Sunday morning we held the Dutch AGM and we agreed the schedule for 2017 as follows: 
 
Winter Rally (Netherlands 10 year Anniversary): March 4th in Amsterdam, with a special reception on the 
square rigger 'Pollux' (home to the best Indonesian restaurant in Holland) - Contact: Adriaan Roosen. 
 
Summer rally Netherlands: Aug 31st / Sept 3rd in URK - Contact: Floor Heijn 
 
As I look back at the end of 2016, we had a great year in many ways. The NL membership now consists of 
27 boats with 3 "old friends" returning: Mustang, Komer (the former lifeboat) and Nelson (previously Solid 
Rock). But we also did have to deal with setbacks and tragedy. The accident of Han van Zanten (mentioned 
above), the serious illness of Hans Hofsteenge and, most cruelly, the unexpected death of Bert Otto shortly 
after the Antwerp rally.  
 
As we are looking forward to 2017 we should take time to celebrate our blessings and the friendships 
fostered by our unusual fascination with our Nelsons, that rarest breed of hardworking sea boats. 
 
Adriaan Roosen, Commodore NBOC 
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Dear members of the NBOC, 
 
At the AGM in Poole in July 2016 I felt honored to be asked to take on the role of Commodore of our club.   
I bought a Nelson 40 pilot boat 16 years ago. My wife and I had been dinghy sailors for many years but we 
were ready to try something different.  I had always been attracted to work boats and I started reading up 
on the various options.  That it needed to be a Nelson became clear very quickly. When STERN came up for 
sale in Holland we jumped at it immediately.  I joined the club in 2001 when I was working in London and 
keeping our boat in Brighton. We went to the rally in Cowes and we met the nicest group of people, all 
sharing the same passion.  The following winter we attended the lunch in the House of Lords and as Dutch 
nationals we felt very privileged to be able to be a part of this unique event.  
 
In 2005 we brought STERN back to Holland, and soon after – with a couple of other Nelson boat owners - 
we started the Dutch chapter of the club. Working closely with Simon Mayes, Steve Brenner and Paul 
Gamsa, and – in Holland – with Floor Heijn and Andries de Nachtegaal and previous boards, we then went 
on to have many events and rallies jointly. The presence of Dutch boats at the UK rallies and the presence 
of British boats at the Dutch rallies became something that fostered lasting friendships across borders. 
Highlights are many but to mention a few: the rally in Cowes on the occasion of the J-Class races in the 
Solent, the rally in 2015 during Amsterdam sail, the Channel Island rally and the West Country rally last 
summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2010 we bought our second Nelson on the Isle of Wight. She is a lovely 18 ft tender from 2004 and our 
entire family uses her extensively in the Amsterdam canals. In 2014 we then also purchased the 51 foot 
Weymouth Talisman for our first retirement project. In the last 2 years we have been fitting her out for a 
European circumnavigation. Starting in the spring of 2017 this will take us along the European coasts from 
Helsinki in the north and Istanbul in the south, returning to Amsterdam via the main European waterways. 
As we will be coming home very frequently for family, friends and the Nelson club, we expect our project to 
take us 5 years to complete. 

 
 

Introduction to our new 

Commodore, Adriaan Roosen 

Adriaan and his wife, Karien, on board their Nelson 18 in Amsterdam 
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Every club relies on the enthusiasm of a few to make things happen and in that sense we are blessed with 
having very active boards in the UK as well as in The Netherlands. One thing that has been of lasting benefit 
is our website that was built and is maintained by Steve Brenner. It is an outstanding site and if you have 
not been there recently please do so at www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk. Another recent example of 
publicity is John Askham’s outstanding book about the history of the Nelson 40 (johnj.askham@gmail.com). 
The Nelson brokerage at www.nelsonyachts.co.uk is also worth visiting and it is something that keeps the 
Nelson marque very alive and kicking…  
 
But in the end the members are the ones that make the club. If there is one wish I would have it is to find a 
way to draw more of our members to the club events. You will meet hundreds of years of collective Nelson 
knowledge, you will meet people from all walks of life joined in enthusiasm for our boats and the pleasure 
of each other’s company. 
 
I am very proud of my new role in the club and I look forward to meeting you at one of our future events, 
 
Adriaan Roosen 

Adriaan’s Nelson 40’ and 51’ in Amsterdam 

http://www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk
mailto:johnj.askham@gmail.com
http://www.nelsonyachts.co.uk
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“Looking Back!!” 

by Sandra Pollard 

When our Commodore, Lord Montague sadly died last year, it was the end of an era for the Nelson Boat 

Owners Club. For those of us that had been members since the beginning, it was time to look forward to 

different ideas, different energies and to moving the club forward. 

I thought that this would also be a good time to look back on some of the things we had experienced as a 

club and, on a more personal note, some adventures Eric, Colin, Moira and I had enjoyed over the years. 

One of the early rallies was held on the Fisherman’s Quay in Bembridge Harbour. Organised by Simon 

Mayes, we took over one side completely. I’m not sure how many Nelsons arrived, but it was in the high 

twenties.  How Simon achieved this nobody really knew, let’s just say he knew the right people to ask!  The 

rally was a great success, and set the level for the future. It proved that these owners were passionate about 

their boats and we moved on from there. 

Another of our rallies was at Bucklers Hard on the 

Beaulieu River. Eric and I attended by car as our 

Nelson ‘Tin Hau’ was on the River Thames. (More of 

her later.) This rally stands out, as at the AGM it was 

decided to do a sail past. Lord Montague turned to 

Harbour Master Bill Grindley and said  “I want you to 

close the river so we can cruise down to the Solent in 

line astern”, bearing in mind this was a Sunday 

morning in high summer it must have caused 

mayhem, but we did it. We then lined up across the Solent and proceeded to run faster and faster towards 

the Needles. This escapade was where the ‘Nelson Navy’ name tag was coined, over the radio, by a yacht 

going in the opposite direction. The experience for him must have been interesting.   

Walking back from the dinner, at that rally, we got talking to Peter and Janet Matthews, who, it turned out, 

lived at the other end of the same road as we did in Wokingham. We have all been firm friends ever since.  

In fact, on one of my birthdays, they walked down the road with a bottle of Champagne in an ice bucket, to 

join Eric, Colin, Moira and myself for supper. Boats bring people together!   

With Colin and Moira on Colin’s wooden 32 ‘Kusasa’ 
at the Bucklers Hard Rally in 1993 

The ‘Nelson Navy’ proceeding down the  
Beaulieu River 1993 

25 plus Nelsons of all sizes in Bembridge, Isle of Wight 
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One of the more complicated rallies was at Port Solent. For those of you that know this area, you will 

remember that you have to ‘lock in’ to the Marina. That done, we settled into our usual pattern of boat 

visits, drinks, more boat visits etc.  The evening meal was to be on H.M.S. Warrior in Portsmouth Historic 

Dockyard. If you can imagine the logistics of getting 70 odd people by coach into the highly secure dockyard, 

and returning them to the Marina without losing anyone, it was definitely one of Simon’s finest hours. We 

had very pleasant, if chilly, drinks on the poop deck followed by a meal on the gun deck. 

Back to ‘Tin Hau’: Colin had bought this 23ft 

Wooden Nelson in Chichester and cruised her 

on the Solent, much to the amusement of 

Commander Peter Thornycroft, who thought 

trying to use a harbour launch as a cruiser was 

mad. When ‘Kusasa’ came along, being bigger 

and with the luxury of headroom, Tin Hau was 

sold and went to reside on the Thames at 

Weybridge. Here she sat, not being used very 

much until five years later Eric and I were in a 

position to buy her back into the family. We 

used her on the Thames extensively, and she 

was for many years a support boat for Swan 

Upping, the ceremonial marking of the mute swans on the river.  Six skiffs row from Sunbury to Abingdon in 

a 500 year old tradition. The six skiffs each contains three Thames Watermen, that’s six from the Worshipful 

Company of Vinters, six from the  Worshipful Company of Dyers and six who are the Queens.  

As a support  boat, ‘Tin Hau’ was excellent as with her slow revving Petter Engine, and her large sampson 

posts her towing capacity meant she could take all six skiffs when the need arose.   

At this time she was also well know as a Marshal, at the Thames Traditional Boat Rally in Henley on Thames. 

With her presence on the water and Eric with a loud hailer, woe betide any boat that strayed onto the 

course!  She must also be one of the few Nelsons that has cruised several times, all the way to Letchlade, the 

highest navigable point on the River Thames. 

The Pollards’, the Matthews’ and friends on H.M.S Warrior in 1991 

Swan Upping on the Thames, with ‘Tin Hau’ in the background. 
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When we moved back to the Isle of Wight, she came with us, via a truck to the Hamble and then to Folly 

Moorings up the River Medina.  

At the very end of 1997 we had the opportunity to buy an ex-naval 34 centre cockpit Nelson. Not only  was 

she fibre glass, she also had headroom and two engines, much better for the strong tides around the Island. 

Our beloved ‘Tin Hau’ was sold and ‘Efemel II’ became our obsession.  In 1998 the International Festival of 

the Sea came to Portsmouth and both Colin and Eric offered their boats as marshals.  Little did they know 

that Colin would end up sitting on a buoy in the harbour with ‘Stop-Go’ boards in his cockpit and Eric would 

have a large sign on his aft deck saying ‘Follow Me’.  It was a memorable festival in many ways and great 

fun, as being part of the inside team, we where given passes to places the general public were not. The 

party really started after the paying public had left!! 

‘Kususa’ and ‘Efemel II’ moored together at  the 1998 International Festival of the Sea in Portsmouth 

Eric and I at the Thames Traditional Boat Rally Immaculate ‘Tin Hau’ on her Reading Mooring 

‘Tin Hau’ Cake ‘Tin Hau’ Party 
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Colin and ‘Kusasa’ with his ‘Stop-Go’ Boards ‘Efemel II’ ‘going for it’ proudly displaying her Naval 

service number and name in flags 

John Trafford’s ‘Horatia’ at speed, showing her racing number 

A highlight in 2002 was the appearance of ‘Horatia’ at the Cowes Rally. This early Nelson was once owned 

and raced by Commander Peter Thornycroft, who skippered her in both the Round Britain and the Cowes 

Torquay Power Boat races. She is now  owned by John Trafford and Pat Baker. She quickly became the 

centre of attraction as everyone was not only pleased to see her back in commission, but couldn't wait to go 

out and roar about the Solent at speed. This boat really is a labour of love to keep running as she still has the 

original engines, even if they have been rebuilt several times.  

Other memorable moments, included Simon Mayes arriving  at the rally with his pick-up truck full of food 

for the Saturday Barbeque; our wonderful meals at the Prospect in Cowes, (including David Ireland, our 

caterer, wearing a tail coat and pinstripe trousers, with a pint glass of Bitter on a tray for our guest Keith 

Beautement who didn't drink Wine. He’d gone been across the road to the Three Crowns to buy it ! ) and 

Mark Prince arriving in Cowes on ‘Blue Nelson’ with a crew of lovely ladies, no problem with our gentlemen 

members taking lines on that occasion!  

In 2007 we decided to go ditch crawling and moved onto our barge ‘Kalisara’, ‘Efemel II’ was sold and the 

rest, as they say, is history. 
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Let’s finish with a question: Why is it, the smallest boat at the rally usually hosts the Friday Night Party?!  

Long may it last!! 

Peter Mischon’s, 26ft wooden Nelson ‘Jezeka’ in 2000 

Eric and Colin Pollard, Lord Montague and Simon Mayes 

On a sad note, this is a picture of our committee in happier times, three members sadly missed.  This club 

has been part of my life for more years than I would like to remember, it has brought me friends who are 

like family, and for that alone, I wish everyone  good luck for the future. 
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“The Immortal Memory from Trafalgar to 
Dunkirk” 

 

by Graham Hitchcock 

Roger Falconer was remembering his 
father Keith who had set out in 1940. A 
sailing barge skipper with his lad, given 
about an hour's notice to make ready 
their barge. When Roger's Uncle Fred, 
also a barge skipper was also told "you 
are off to Dunkirk" he "liberated" a box of 
food from a nearby warehouse as 
supplies, not knowing its contents. 
 
It is not recorded how many men 
Roger's father saved or the names of the 
two barges they had sailed. But what 
was remembered was that Uncle Fred 
lost his mast on the outward run. He 
and the lad drifted in the Channel, back 
and forth on the tide, unnoticed for two 
weeks until rescued after the 
evacuation was complete. They had 
survived on the contents of the box. 
Tinned pineapple rings! After the war 
Roger remembers that his mother 
always served pineapple rings 
whenever Uncle Fred came to dinner. 

The sun streamed through the windows of the Old Royal Navy Chapel. It seemed to intensify the already 
wonderful atmosphere, as Dr Allwood conducted the choir and organ at the Immortal Memory Mass 
celebrating the 210th anniversary of Admiral Lord Nelson lying in State in the Painted Hall, and my 
thoughts for a moment turned to Dunkirk. 
 
Between the 21st and 25th May 2015 three boats from the Nelson Boat Owners Club (NBOC) were 
privileged to accompany, as escort vessels, the fleet of more than fifty Dunkirk Little Ships returning to 
Dunkirk to commemorate the 75th anniversary of Operation Dynamo. Between 26th May and 3rd June 
1940 the Royal Navy, with approximately700 small private boats known as the "Dunkirk Little Ships'', 
rescued over 338,000 allied troops from Dunkirk who were trapped in Europe facing a determined 
German Army. 
 
We sat yarning onboard our boat as people on  boats in harbour have always done. We being Roger 
Falconer, Roger Pays and myself, the crew of Boscawen, one of the three Nelson boats. Roger Falconer 
is one of the trustees of the Old Royal Navy College Chapel, a Waterman and a Freeman of the River 
Thames. Roger Pays is a diesel engineer, recently retired from maintaining pilot boats based at 
Portsmouth. Both experienced and reliable men, good to have as crew when escorting boats, most of 
which are over eighty years old. 
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Roger's father, to whom he was apprenticed, had a plan for Roger and he to sail a barge on a return to 
Dunkirk. He died unexpectedly before they were able to do this, but now Roger was in Dunkirk and it 
meant a lot to him to be able to take part in the services of commemoration, to talk to men who had 
been there, and to think on what his father must have experienced, something about which he spoke 
little. 
 

We went on to talk about the Nelson Boat Owners Club 2016 winter lunch which I had the responsibility 
of organising. We hold our lunch at different locations but always with a maritime connection. We 
discussed Greenwich and Roger suggested we consider a lunch in Greenwich followed by a visit to the 
Painted Hall. This seemed like a good plan. 
 
After Dunkirk when we had returned home Roger put me in contact with Jeanette Norris, the Box Office 
and Discover Greenwich Officer at the Old Royal Naval College. While discussing our winter lunch options 
she asked if I knew that the Nelson Society would be commemorating the Immortal Memory on 10th 
January 2016. I had previously been unaware of the Nelson Society's activities, as it is dedicated to 
Horatio Nelson whereas the Nelson Boat Owners Club is dedicated to boats first designed at the yard of 
Keith, Nelson & Co. Bembridge, IOW. The name was the result of a marketing opportunity. However the link 
is there, Nelson Boats are known across the world for their fine sea keeping safely at speed. Tough, 
reliable and British. Built for use by the Royal Navy, Port and Pilot Authorities as well as for private 
owners. Owners who tend to be experienced boat users with a love for the open sea and all things 
connected to it. 

The Little Ships in Dunkirk with escort vessels. Photographs courtesy of Graham Hitchcock 
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“The Immortal Memory from Trafalgar to 
Dunkirk” 

 

Also by Graham Hitchcock, October 2016—News Update 

As I wrote at the end of my last report, members of the Nelson boat Owners Club that  attended the 
2015/16 Winter Lunch at the Old Royal Navy College Greenwich supported a request to make donations 
on the day to the Greenwich Deptford Rotherhithe Sea Cadets appeal to fund the purchase of a TNS 
Quest Dinghy. 
 
I can now report that a week or two later with sufficient money donated they were able to place their 
order for the dinghy. After a wait lasting all summer due to production delays, the boat was delivered 
to the Sea Cadets Royal Docks Boat Station their facility at the London Regatta Centre, which is close by 
the London City Airport. 
 
I was pleased to be invited to represent the NBOC and attend the naming and blessing of the boat 
which took place in the evening of Tuesday 13th September. As the sun set over the Excel Centre 
the blessing and naming of The Horatio Nelson was carried out by the Reverend Pat Mann, Chaplain 
at the Old Royal Naval Chapel Greenwich, using water brought from the River Jordan. 
As soon as the successful ceremony was completed the boat was launched and the cadets could not 
wait to try it out.   You can see in the photographs the future mariners enjoying the new boat as they 
sailed in the gathering twilight. 
 
The Sea Cadets have asked me to again express their grateful thanks to all those NBOC members 
who made donations at Greenwich which has helped more youngsters to experience being on the water. 

The Rev. Pat Mann, Chaplain at the Old Royal Naval Chapel, Greenwich performing the blessing and 

naming of ‘The Horatio Nelson’. Picture by Genevieve St George ot the Nelson Society 
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The Classic Boat Centre Trust Gallery 
at East Cowes 

(Home of the Nelson/Thornycroft Archive) 
 

By John Askham 

2016 has been an eventful year, starting with the fire at the old J.S.White's yard at West Cowes 
where the Classic Boat Centre Trust is destined to locate all it's activities over the next little 
while. The fire although extensive did not damage the building we are due to move into, but 
delayed the transfer of our boat collection from the previous location in East Cowes across the 
river. A lot of work by our volunteer team is now taking place in this location, to prepare our 
collection and make the building ready for public access by Easter 2017. 
 
Recently added to our collection and currently being prepared ready for display,is the ex R.N.L.I. 
Bembridge Lifeboat "Jesse Lumb", which served for many years on the Isle of Wight station. She 
is regarded as an iconic example of the traditional all weather lifeboat. 
 
The gallery, currently in East Cowes is on winter schedule, opening on Tuesdays and Fridays, and 
is also available for research, with acess to the Nelson archive, and around twenty other 
collections of varying types of vessels. 
 
As an addition to our research resources, we have just received a copy of the digitized version of 
"The Complete Lloyds Register of Yachts 1878 to 1980"; which has been produced by the 
Association of Yachting Historians.This will greatly broaden our research capabilities, which of 
course all members can take advantage of. 
 
I would like to finish by thanking all those members who have supported us by buying a copy of 
my book "50 Years of the Nelson 40". It is intended to produce an addendum to the book next 
year, which will highlight some of those 40s not originally included and also cover more fully 
other Nelsons and associated craft that that were produced in the 1960s and 1970s.  
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Leaflet and Contact Details of  
The Classic Boat Centre Trust Gallery 

at East Cowes 
(Home of the Nelson/Thornycroft Archive) 

The Classic Boat Centre Trust 
trustees@maritimeisle.org    Tel: 01983 244 101  
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Classic Boat Centre Trust leaflet cover 
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Exerts from John Askham’s Book: 
“The Nelson 40” 

“A Historical Perspective, 50 Years On” 

Chapter 1 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This narrative of the “Nelson 40” describes the reasoning, and the background to the development, make 
up, and structure of the project, and details of specific vessels that have been, and are still being built after 
all this time, based on the Nelson 40 foot, fibre reinforced plastic hull moulding, of what was to become the 
most successful of the Nelson boats with between 300 and 400 craft so far completed on this standard hull, 
from which approximately 70%  are completed as commercial craft and the remaining 30% as pleasure craft. 

 
In 1955 the boat building company “Keith Nelson” located on Bembridge Harbour (formerly Brading Haven) 
on the Isle of Wight, was bought from it’s partners Arthur Nelson Compton and Keith Butt by Peter 
Thornycroft, a Bembridge based naval architect, who subsequently formed the limited company “Keith 
Nelson & Co Ltd” in 1959. Arthur Nelson Compton stayed on to become the boat yard foreman, and his 
illustrious middle name became the byword for the range of world renowned vessels. 

The Keith Nelson Yard at Bembridge 
Arthur “Nelson” Compton,  Lady Montagu and Peter Thornycroft at the launching in 1964,  

of  the Nelson 34, the first “Cygnet of Beaulieu” 
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After the change in ownership, the company that had previously specialised in dinghy building and small craft 
repair, turned it’s endeavours to building a range of power boats and launches that came to be known as 
“Nelson” boats. These were semi-displacement power craft that generally do not attract the attention they 
deserve, with their own characteristics covering yachts and a wide variety of commercial craft, simple, 
straight forward and safe without too many bells and whistles.  
 
nitially these were wooden clinker built round bilge boats that could be completed as private or commercial 
craft. The first boats were of conventional hull form and moderate speed performance, but as time went on, 
fibre reinforced plastic (FRP) was becoming an accepted material for hull and superstructure construction, 
and ultimately replaced wood as the preferred choice with which to build. Also at this time in the late 1950’s 
the market was demanding higher performance in speed than that which had previously been acceptable, 
and as with many aspects of transportation developments were possible because of the new machinery with 
improved power to weight characteristics that was becoming available to the boat building industry even 
where moderate, and not extremely fast speeds were required. 
 
The 1960s were an age of opportunity and forward thinking for developing new ideas and brushing away old 
stereotypes; an exciting era when there was a great deal of opportunity in many aspects of life, it was the 
time of ‘the Beatles’, great changes in social attitudes, space exploration, hovercraft development, 
advancements in material technology, and the quest for greater speed in the performance of many forms of 
transportation, on land, sea, and in the air. It was in this environment that the Nelson boats were developed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Dear Lord, forgive me I went to sea in a power boat and I actually liked it.’ 

‘It must have been a Nelson.’ 

(Basil Mosenthal -  The Little Sailor’s Book) 

Nelson 40 - A yachtsman’s prayer 
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Appendix 1 

Nelson  31/34 

“Annie Hay” 34 ft Nelson  Pleasure Launch built by Keith Nelson 1965. 
Machinery : Twin Perkins  6.354  Marine Diesel Engines each rated at 120 shp at 2400 rpm 

with 2 to 1 reduction gear.  Maximum speed 20 knots  

34 ft Royal Barge Escort Boats (2) built by Keith Nelson Bembridge in  1970 for the Royal Yacht Britannia 
which together with these boats is now retired and laid up in Leith  
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Nelson 31 Hydrographic Survey Launches 

Four 31 ft launches (Shortened Nelson 34s) built in 1988 by Harbour Marine Services /C & C Yachts of 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, for the Canadian Department of  Fisheries and Oceans.  

They were built with a shortened hull to enable fitting in the davit space on the Research Vessel C.S.S. 
Baffin, which operates from the Bedford Institute of Oceanography in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada. 

If you would like to purchase a copy of the book please use the details below: 
 

For UK postings, please send £16.50, direct to: 

The Classic Boat Centre Trust (bank details below) 

and email your name and address details to John Askham on:  johnj.askham@gmail.com  

 

For overseas postings, please send £20.00 

Please note that Lloyds Bank charge us £2.00 for processing each overseas payment.  May we therefore 
suggest that you use a money transfer mechanism like www.transferwise.com which removes this cost and 
will be cheaper for you as there will be no bank charges your end and only a small commission is charged. 

 
Bank details: 

Account Name: The Classic Boat Centre Trust 

Lloyds Bank Newport IOW 

Sort Code : 30-95-99 

Account Number : 02362152 

BIC : LOYDGB21641 

IBAN : GB78 LOYD 3095 9902 3621 5 

mailto:johnj.askham@gmail.com
http://www.transferwise.com
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NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2016 

2017 Programme of Events 

Date Event Venue Contact 

Saturday, 4th March Dutch Winter Lunch Amsterdam Adriaan Roosen 
 
aroosen@wxs.nl 
 

Tuesday, 28th March UK Winter Lunch Wardroom of HMS Nelson in 
Portsmouth 

Graham Hitchcock 
 
Graham@hitchcockphoto.co.uk 
 

Friday, 7th to Sunday, 9th  
July 

UK Summer Rally Portsmouth / Bembridge Steve Brenner 
 
Steve.brenner@terotest.com  

Thursday, 31st August to 
Sunday, 3rd September 

Dutch Summer Rally Urk Floor Heijn 
 
Floor@thml.nl  
 

Further information will be emailed/sent out prior to each event.  

 

mailto:aroosen@wxs.nl
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NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 
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www.nelsonyachts.co.uk 

We are actively looking for Nelsons, and other semi-displacement motor boats for the brokerage and have 

launched a new, more user-friendly, website. 

If you are looking to buy or sell a Nelson or similar type of boat, or just wish to discuss the possibility, please 

contact either: 

Harry on 07778 682909 

or 

Steve on 07803 202311 
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Bert Otto 
1938—2016 

Bert Otto, skipper of Flinter passed away unexpectedly on 22nd October 2016. (Bert pictured on the left) 
 
Bert and Margriet have been popular and very much engaged members of our Nelson Club for many years. 
Some of you will remember the rally during Amsterdam Sail in 2015 with their enthusiastic participation 
with their crew on Flinter. 
   
In August of this year Bert and Margriet organized the fantastic rally to Antwerp.  The photograph above, 
taken in Antwerp, shows Bert the way he really was: proud of "his" city Antwerp and of the Netherlands 
Club where Bert was its chairman for many years; proud of his son Bart and his after dinner speech about 
the difficult aftermath of the unfortunate sinking of Flinterstar near Zeebrugge; proud of his shipping 
company Flinter, always cheerful and positive.   He will be sadly missed. 


