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Evening Star inspects the Red Sands Towers—WWII anti-aircraft defences 

south of the Princes Channel 
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Dear members, 
 
We are pleased to present you with the 2018/19 Holiday issue of our newsletter. Receiving the 
newsletter in the winter holiday period has become a club tradition very quickly indeed. This is 
largely or exclusively because of the efforts of Steve Brenner, our vice commodore, honorary 
secretary and club historian.  
 
Steve took ownership over the publication back in 2012. With the help of his very able assistant 
Wendy the newsletter has gone from strength to strength also thanks to the editorial contribu-
tions and the stories provided by our members on a very wide range of topics. It is truly a news-
letter by and for our members. 
 
We were saddened to learn of the death of Colin Pollard, our Vice Commodore. The article, ―The 
End of an Era‖ on page 4 written by Sandy Pollard, is the corner piece of this newsletter in that it 
encapsulates so much of what Colin and this club are all about. 
 
Many of you will know that Steve Brenner made a very bad fall from a ladder a few months ago 
when inspecting a Nelson. I went to visit him a few weeks ago just before Christmas. Steve is 
recovering well, but he will need to take things easy for some time.   
 
Thanks everybody for efforts made for the club in 2018: by organizing the rally‘s and winter lunch 
events in the UK and in the Netherlands, by organizing and by participating in the voyage to Lon-
don (reported elsewhere in this newsletter), the efforts from the flag officers in UK and NL. A 
special thank you to Paul Gamsa for his meticulous preparation of the voyage to London. Few 
know how much work that really is! 
 
On behalf of the flag officers I wish everybody a very happy New Year. We hope to see you at 
one or more of our upcoming events. 
 
January 2019 
Adriaan Roosen 
Commodore 

INTRODUCTION 
by 

Adriaan Roosen—Commodore 
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The End of an Era 
By Sandy Pollard 

In September 2018, when Colin Pollard passed away, 
it was the end of a long association of the Pollard 
brothers with the Nelson Marque. Unfortunately, Colin‘s 
wife Moira also passed away shortly afterwards and 
although some members will not remember her, she 
was part of the story from the beginning! 
The saga began in the early seventies, when Colin, al-
ways looking at boats, found a very sad looking 1964 
wooden Nelson 23, called Tin Hau. She was of the wa-
ter in Birdham Marina, and we were never sure if she 
was for sale, or if Colin made the owner an offer he 
couldn't refuse, but, whatever the answer, she became 
Colin‘s and so the fun began. 
 
The hull was in excellent conditions but the marine ply upperworks were in pretty bad shape. 
Her twin cylinder Petter diesel engine was also fine, so it was decided within the Pollard Four to 
renew the upper works as necessary, together with the rope fender.  Because Eric and I were 
living on the Isle of Wight we were able to go to Bembridge and talk to Simon Mayes about the 
original plans and so to ensure it was done properly, we asked for a copy. He managed to find 
one for us, no mean feat if you had ever visited his office, and so the rebuild was started. 
 
When at last she was complete and the hull and upperworks painted. Colin and Eric tackled fit-
ting the new rope fender. For people who have never had this experience its quite a challenge. 

Firstly, it is fixed with screwed metal plates through the weave 
and has to be twisted anticlockwise at the same time. Needless 
to say, Colin, who had nicknames for everything and everybody, 
christened it the Anaconda, and ‗Fighting the Anaconda‘ it con-
tinued to be called.  
 
Tin Hau became a common site in the Solent, crewed by 4 Pol-
lards, and although she wasn't very fast, 6 to 7 knots full throttle, 
she taught Colin and Eric the only way to drive a Nelson in any 
form of sea is ―flat out‖. At this modest speed she threw water 
everywhere but made steady progress.  I remember one Cowes-
Torquay Power Boat Race we dropped anchor off Egypt Point to 
watch the start, we had a great view and also discovered how 
much a Nelson will roll in a beam sea. We all survived to tell the 
tale and knowing Colin, the embellished story was told many 
times. Oh, the ignorance of youth. 

 
Cont/... 

Happier Times, The Pollards’, the Matthews’ 

and friends on  H.M.S Warrior in 1991 

A good view of Tin Hau’s “Anaconda” 
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One of her trips after the refit was from Chichester, where she was kept, to Bembridge.  There, 
Colin met Simon Mayes and Arthur Murcell.  I suspect a few glasses of wine were downed and 
talk about creating some form of owners club was touched upon. This sowed the seeds and in 
1984 the Nelson Boat Owners Club was established. Founder members included, Lord Monta-
gu of Beaulieu, Commander Peter Thornycroft, David Mallet, Peter and Janet Matthews, Sue 
and Mike Phillips and Colin and Eric Pollard. 
 
As Colin became more involved with the club, now being a Rear Commodore, he realised that 
he needed a larger faster boat. Tin Hau was put on the market. She was sold and went to the 
River Thames at Weybridge. Again he went hunting and found a wooden 32 Nelson, built by 
Rutherfords, in Beau Maris, which needed a good deal of TLC.  
 

Her name was Kusasa  and the big refit began. She 
had a single Perkins engine down the middle, which 
gave her a top speed of 14 knots and she cruised 
comfortably at 12.    
One of Colin‘s quirks was to 
always say ‗thank you Perkins‘ 
when he arrived at his destina-
tion.  This started when he had 
Tin Hau where it was ‗thank 
you Petter‘ and it continued 
throughout the Pollard boats.  
 
 
Being a bigger faster boat, she 

was able to attend the NBOC 
Rallies and have accommoda-
tion for all of us, albeit that Eric 
and I slept on a blow up mattress 
in the cockpit. This pattern con-
tinued, and Kusasa was frequently around the Solent, 
often used as a press boat with the two brothers taking 
turns on the helm trying to avoid hitting the boats they 
were filming.  Eric and I were now living on the main-
land and one day while reading a boating magazine he 
was shocked to find that Tin Hau was on the market. 
We immediately went to see her, and whilst she was a 
bit unloved, she was basically ok.  Our own river boat 
had been written off in a storm, obviously an omen, and 

we bought the old girl back into the family.  

 
Cont/…. 

Kusasa during her major rebuild 

Moira supervising the  
Kusasa refit 

Picnic in Kusasa’s cockpit 
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We kept her on the River Thames and used her 
extensively thought-out the summer months. She 
was used as a support boat for the Great River 
Race on the Tideway, she was also a support 
boat for the annual ‗Swan Upping‘ and was well 
known at the Thames Traditional Boat Rally at 
Henley upon Thames, where she was a marshal, 
and every summer we took her to Letchlaid, the 
highest navigable town on the Upper Thames.   
Not many Nelsons have done that. 
In 1996, Eric and I moved back to Cowes, and 
Tin Hau came too. She was loaded onto a truck 
in Reading and put back in the water at the top of 
the Hamble River.  We kept her on a mooring at 
the Folly Inn on the Medina and used her around 
Cowes. We soon realised her limitations and made 
the decision to look for a larger, faster boat. Histo- ry 
repeating itself. We found an ex naval 34  in Rochester which suited the situation, i.e. we could 
afford to buy her and run her, so in 1997 Efemell II  came into the family. Tin Hau was sold and 
went to the mainland. By this time Eric and I were Rear Commodores and I was putting together 
the club newsletter.  
 
It was about this time that Moira‘s MS became active 
again and she was, therefore, unable to participate 
in lots of things including boating. Very sad, as we 
made a formidable team!  
 
The two Pollard boats were often seen together at 
events, and they both marshalled at two Festivals of 
the Sea in Portsmouth Dockyard. Colin‘s health was 
not brilliant at this time and he finally made the deci-
sion to sell Kusasa, as single handing her was be-
coming more difficult due to his lack of mobility.  He 
never gave up his interest in Nelson boats and had 
progressed to Vice Commodore, a position he held 
until his death.  He still attended NBOC Rallies 
when ever he could. His favoured boat was Peter and Janet‘s ‗Intensity‘ where he could be seen 
holding court, either in the cockpit or in the saloon. He often arrived with a mattress topper that, 
even rolled up, took up most of the forward cabin. Colin always liked his comfort!  
 
 

Cont/…. 

Tin Hau and sister ship Anya on the tideway during the 
Great River Race 

‘Kususa’ and ‘Efemel II’ moored together at  the  

‘Kususa’ and ‘Efemel II’ moored together at  the  
1998 International Festival of the Sea in Portsmouth 
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Eric and I continued to be the ‗meet and greet‘ boat on 
the Friday evening of the rally and at one time had 15 
people on board.  We had also become members of 
the Military  Power Boat Trust, and  did quite a few 
events with them. 
 
In 2005, when I retired, we decided to sell everything, 
buy a canal barge and go travelling. Efemell was tak-
en to Woodbridge where she was sold. I believe she is 
still on the East Coast somewhere. 
 
Although we were no longer Nelson owners we were 
privileged  enough to be made Honorary Members of 
the club and did attend some of the rallies by car, us-
ing B & B. Our idyllic having ‗no fixed abode‘ life end-
ed when Eric   was diagnosed with Terminal Lung 
Cancer in 2012.  He died in 2014 and I was over-

whelmed with the kindness of the NBOC members who attended the funeral.   
 
Sadly, at the beginning of last year Colin and Moira separated and he moved to Dunkeswell in 
Devon.  Unfortunately, this move did not work out as he had imagined as his health quickly deteri-
orated.  When Colin passed away in Bristol Heart Hospital, his niece Christine and I decided that 
we would have his funeral in Bristol. As usual NBOC members arrived to morn his passing, and 
have the odd piece of cake. Colin would have been proud of you all! 
 
Since Eric‘s death I have attended the Rallies and the winter lunches, either with Peter and Janet 
or John, so I am really back in the fold.  
 
On Colin‘s passing I have inherited hundreds of photographs of Nelsons to add to the hundreds I 
already had from Eric.  If you want a picture of a boat I can usually say ‗yes‘ and they go back be-
yond the start of the club.  
 
The end of an era certainly, there will never be another Colin Pollard, but from the last Pollard 
standing, thanks to everyone in the club for giving me the most amazing adventures. 
 

Colin in relaxed mood on Intensity 
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In 2003, our late Vice Commodore Colin Pollard had a chance encounter with a Dutch sailor in the 
pretty windmill town of Zierikzee. This sounds like a recipe for inebriation and debauchery.  How-
ever, in this instance merely led to the Dutchman buying a Nelson boat called „Bambola‟. 
 
Thus began a strong alliance between owners on both sides of the English Channel resulting in 
joint voyages to a myriad of places – Zeeland, Paris, the East Coast, the Channel Islands and the 
West Country. This year our chosen destination was Limehouse, adjacent to Tower Bridge in the 
centre of London. 
 
After a successful Rally weekend in Bembridge, a fleet of seven British boats departed for Bright-
on where complete chaos awaited us. Due to a change of computer system we had not been allo-
cated adjacent berths as promised. The Marina staff were suitably chastised, our Rear Commo-
dore appointed himself Berthing Master and promptly grouped the boats together as intended. 
 
 

 

Nelson Boats Cruise to London and beyond! 
By  

Graham Hitchcock & Paul Gamsa 

Alliance on passage 
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Weather conditions were a little blustery the next day, so we stayed an extra night before depart-
ing for Ramsgate. We were greeted by a fleet of five Dutch boats that had arrived the previous 
day. Dinner was swiftly arranged in a nearby restaurant where we partook of Italian food and 
drink. Sadly, one of the boats announced they had propeller shaft problems and retired from the 
fleet to carry out repairs. 
 
Remaining close south of the Princes Channel took us past the six Red Sands Towers WWII anti-
aircraft defences which look like they belong in a Star Wars movie. Not two miles from the mouth 
of the Medway is the wreck of the SS Montgomery containing 1400 tons of unexploded ammuni-
tion. The sign on it says “Danger Do Not Approach” so we certainly didn‘t! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening star inspects the towers 



 

10 

www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk 

 

NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2018 

In 1667, one of the worst defeats was inflicted on the English Navy during the Battle of Medway. 
The Dutch Navy conducted a successful and daring attack on ships laid up in the river and dock-
yards. It was therefore with some trepidation that we made joint passage to Chatham. Fortunate-
ly, we arrived safely with no salvoes having been fired by either side. 
 
We passed through the lock into Chatham Marina, safe and hungry so a Pot Luck dinner was 
hastily arranged in the events marquee followed by a Skippers Meeting to discuss the next day‘s 
passage. Limehouse Marina has a narrow entrance and limited space for visiting boats so careful 
planning was essential. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room for another Nelson? 

Cont/…. 
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Roger Falconer, a Freeman of the River Thames joined us to lead the fleet of fifteen Nelsons on 
the final stage of our voyage. We departed in separate groups to take advantage of the rising tide 
and comply with allotted lock-in times. Unfortunately, the lock road bridge mechanism failed so 
we ended up with “all the right boats but not necessarily in the right order”! Two crew members 
revealed it was their Birthday so dinner for forty was swiftly arranged at a nearby restaurant.  

Moored up at Limehouse Marina 

Happy Birthday Gill & Hubert 
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On the Sunday evening our Commodore, Adriaan Roosen had arranged a Rally Dinner at the 
Cruising Association adjacent to the Marina. He flew in from the Balearic Islands to join us, that‘s 
dedication for you!  After a stiflingly hot long weekend, we said goodbye and departed in various 
directions. A number of British and Dutch boats cruised onwards to Burnham-on-Crouch, Ipswich 
and Woodbridge but that, as they say, is another story! 
 
 
 

 

Sonia James: Big Thank You Paul Gamsa , 

cruise organiser 

Our Commodore address the Rally Dinner 
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A Love Affair with Nelson Boats 
By 

John Simmonds 

Early days 
 

Many years ago my father worked for Keith Nel-
son Boat builders in Bembridge. This company 
were the masters behind the world famous 
‗Nelson Boats‘.  Saturday mornings were quite 
often spent in the boatyard as Dad was working. 
Commander Thornycroft would always come in 
to say ‗hello‘ as he walked around the yard. 
During the summer months Dad was released 
from his boatbuilding duties to skipper the 
 
Nelson 36 ‗Psarapoula‘. This early Nelson was 
built in 1955 was owned by Sir Charles Wain-
man, who called her ‗Psarapoula‘ after the town 
in Greece from which he escaped during the se-
cond world war. 
 
As Sir Charles was a member of the Royal 
Yacht Squadron, every morning my father would 
go off to work in a pristine white boiler suit and 
his Squadron Cap.  He would head off to Cowes 
or any Solent destination with the Wainman fam-
ily on board and on the way back to Bembridge 
they would often spin for Mackerel.  My father 
hated this pastime as he would have to spend 
hours cleaning the boat to rid it of the scales 
ready for the next day. 
 
Towards the end of the summer the boat would 
be fully fueled in readiness for the winter, then 
quite often the phone call would come through to 
my father to say ―I think we will clean the fuel 
tanks this winter‖, this was great as we would 
get to use the boat on our own for a couple of 
weeks to use up the fuel. 
 
 
 
Tyler Mouldings 

 
This company called Tyler Mouldings, were re-
sponsible for moulding the Nelson 34 hull. They 
also moulded the hull and ring deck for the Sol-
ing International Class Sailing Yacht.  This class 
of yacht have their own World Championship 

and in 1970 this was held in Poole, Dorset over 
a two week period. 
 
Mr. John Tyler the owner of Tyler Mouldings had 
his own Nelson 34 called ‗Blue Slipper‘ which 
was used for corporate entertaining by the Tyler 
family. The first week in Poole she was skip-
pered by Arthur Atrill, who was a Keith Nelson 
employee, the second week my father and I took 
over the task.  Everyday we would leave the 
Town Quay and head out into Poole Bay to view 
the days racing. 
 
 

Psarapoula, a very early Nelson 

Cont/…. 
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From Memory 
 
‗Blue Slipper‘ was eventually sold and ended 
up in Italy. She was found there  in a very sad 
state of repair and brought back to the United 
Kingdom.  
 
She underwent a major refit and sometime 
during this period her name was changed to 
‗Starlet‘. She was then kept in Cowes under 
the ownership of David and Judy Morgan. 
 
More recently 
 
Many years later I purchased ‗Vanquisher‘ at 
auction and gave her a new lease of life, in-
cluding using her as a support boat for the 
2015 Return to Dunkirk  by the Association of 
Dunkirk Little Ships. She was sold in 2016 and 
went to Africa to go back into service as a Pilot 
Boat.  A fitting tribute to a boat that was built in 
1971. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Right up to date 
 
I am now the proud owner if a Nelson 44. She 
was built in Guernsey in 1979 and was named 
‗Blue Swan‘.  She was one of the three 44‘s 
built by the Guernsey Boat builders. I found 

her in Holland under the name ‗Wilde Gans‘. 
Cosmetically she is not in great shape but me-
chanically she seems fine as John Trafford 
and I brought her back across the North Sea 
running between 14 and 18 knots.   We did top 
21 knots coming through the Looe Channel 
with the tide.  I have yet to open her right up! 
 

 
 
 
Now safely back in Bembridge, the work has 
already started to make her ready for next 
year‘s season.  I have renamed her ‗Iolaire‘ in 
memory of my great grandfather. This was the 
name of the ship on which he sadly lost his life 
in the early hours of 1st January 1919. The 
‗Iolaire‘ hit some rocks (the Beast of Holm) just 
outside the entrance to Stornaway Harbour.   
Over 200 service men lost their lives during 
that terrible night.  Then ‗Iolaire‘ was running 
troops home at the end of the Great War . 

Vanquisher 

Wild Gans, now Iolaire 



 

15 

www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk 

Things don’t always go to plan : 
A delivery trip from Poole Harbour in Dorset to Kiel in Germany 

By 
Harry Standley 

NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2018 

As many of you will already know, Steve and I 
run Nelson Yacht Brokerage. In June this year, 
whilst on holiday in Finland on my own Nelson, 
I had call from a Finnish broker who was acting 
for a client wanting a Nelson 42.  
 
The boat that the client wished to purchase was 
Stowaway Princess, a Seaward built Nelson 
42. She was built in 1991 and was certainly one 
of the last 40ft. hulls built as a pleasure craft. 
She has  twin 320hp Ford Sabre engines mak-
ing her a very fast boat, with a top speed ap-
proaching 25 knots and has comfortable cruis-
ing speed of 20/21 knots. She has been very 

lightly used with only 550 hours run at the time 
of purchase. 
 
In conversation with the client, Kari Sjoroos, I 
offered to help him take Stowaway Princess 
along the south coast of England and across 
the North Sea to Holland, a trip I thought would 
take 3 days. Kari accepted my offer, and on Ju-
ly 16th this year, I made my way from Suffolk 
down to Poole, staying the night with my sister 
in law, before joining the boat at Cobbs Quay 
the next morning. 
 
Cont/... 

Stowaway Princess at Suffolk Yacht Harbour 
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After meeting Kari, his engineer Harri and two 
other friends, I checked over the boat with them, 
making sure all the safety gear was present and 
that everyone knew where it was and how use 
it. The engines were checked and run and the 
fuel tanks were full. I also checked the VHF for 
both transmission and receiving. 
 
Satisfied that everything was in order, we left 
the berth at Cobbs Quay in time to make the 
12.30pm bridge in Poole harbour, bound for 
Haslar Marina in Portsmouth harbour. 
 
After negotiating the chain ferry at Sandbanks 
we proceeded to bring SP up to cruising speed 
in Poole Bay. The crossing to the Needles 
Channel was uneventful, with blue skies and a 
F4 breeze and the boat was handling impecca-
bly. The trip up the Solent continued in the 
same vein. At this point Kari asked if we could 
go on bit further than Haslar. After consideration 
and knowing we would have a wind over tide 
situation in the Looe channel, I agreed to contin-
ue to Brighton. Leaving the shelter of the Solent 
I realised that the SSW wind had freshened sig-
nificantly, however SP was handling the seas 
well and giving me no concerns. 
 
Soon after this I spotted the Looe Channel 
buoys and altered cause to take us down the 
centre of the channel. Very soon after passing 
the Street and Boulder buoys the port engine 
cut out and could not be restarted. Our circum-
stance were not good as we were in the narrow-
est part of the channel. I thought that we had 
probably stirred up sediment in the fuel tanks or 
had diesel bug in the tanks as I knew that SP 
had not been used in the past eight years.I also 
realised that if the starboard engine followed 
suit we would be in a dangerous situation as we 
would quickly be blown on the banks on the Sel-
sey Bill side of the channel by a now freshening 
F5 SSW wind. I had the responsibility of four 
other people, two of whom were not boating 
people. 
 
I very quickly made the decision to put out a 
PanPan call to the Coastguards to explain our 
situation to them. Solent Coastguard came back 
to us almost instantly. After giving our position, 
number of people onboard and exact situation, 
we were told that they would track us and that 
we should contact them every 15 minutes to re-

port on our progress. We continued on one en-
gine making about 8 knots against the tide. 
Around half an hour later we reached East Bor-
ough Head buoy which meant we were out of 
the narrow channel and had more sea room. 
Also the starboard engine was running smoothly 
with no hint of trouble. I then called Solent CG 
and we agreed to cancel the PanPa 
n call. I thanked them for their help and we con-
tinued into Brighton Marina. It was tricky going 
through the entrance one one engine and a F5 
SSW blowing. i did a dummy rum first to have a 
look at the entrance, as my backup plan would 
have been to have continued on to Newhaven, 
which has a much easier entrance. The marina 
staff were helpful and gave us a hammerhead 
berth which was easy to moor to with only one 
engine. 
 
The next morning we stripped out the engine 
filters and replaced them with new ones. We 
would have done the same with the Racor fil-
ters, but we had none on board, so we just in-
spected them instead. They were not at all dirty, 
nor were engine filters we replaced. On bleed-
ing the port engine we noticed a lot of bubbles 
in the fuel. So had we got dirty fuel or an air leak 
in the system?  
 
The mystery deepened when we had fuelled up. 
We took about 500l in the port tanks, but only 
40l in the starboard tanks, yet the port engine 
had failed and the starboard kept running. 
 
As the day was bright and sunny with light 
winds we decided to carry on to Dover. The trip 
was uneventful until we were about 2 miles off 
Dover Harbour and the port engine again 
stopped running. We managed to limp into Do-
ver on one engine and berthed safely.  
 
It was at this point I told Kari that there was no 
way he/we could get the boat safely to Finland. 
After a short discussion we decided the best 
thing to do would be to take the boat to French 
Marine at Suffolk Yacht Harbour. That would 
mean the Finns could go home until the repairs 
were completed and I was near enough to keep 
a good eye on the repairs. 
 
/…. 
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We had to wait a day in Dover for new Racor 
filters to arrive and they were fitted the next 
morning. We again fuelled, this time 375l in the 
port tanks and only 5l in the Starboard tanks. 
Something very funny was going on! 
 
Filters changed and fuelled up we left Dover for 
Suffolk Yacht Harbour on the River Orwell, 
again we enjoyed a sunny day with light winds 
and this time we arrived safely in Suffolk Yacht 
Harbour with two engines running. 
 
At this time,I asked Kari ( we had become good 
friends by this time) if he would like me to take 
them through to Kiel, which would get them into 
the Baltic, where they would have no tides to 
worry about. I also asked if Martin Long, my 
No.1 crew could join us for the voyage, which 
Kari readily agreed to. 
 
We gave French Marine instructions to remove 
all the fuel from the tanks and then remove all 
the tank covers, no mean feat as they had to 
remove the generator to remove the last cover. 
On removal of the last cover it was evident that 
both port and starboard wing tank lines went in 
the aft keel tank which feeds the starboard en-
gine. To feed the port tank a flexible pipe ran 
through the starboard keel tank to feed the for-
ward keel tank This pipe had cracked and come 
off the hose union. A new pipe was fitted which 
solved the problem. To sum up: 
 
The starboard tank was not feeding fuel through 
to the aft keel tank as the breather was blocked.
(This, we did not find out until much later on). 
The fuel was all coming from the port tans and 
was filling the aft keel tank due to the split pipe. 
Fuel was siphoning via the cracked pipe into the 
forward keel tank, especially when the boat was 
at rest. We had noticed that on the two occa-
sions we lost the port engine that it had been 
running for almost exactly 4 hours. 
 
 French Marine engineers wiped out the tanks 
thoroughly, but they were actually not at all dirty. 
There was no evidence water in the tanks, nor 
diesel bug problems. As the tanks were empty 
and clean we asked them to pressure test all 
the fuel shut off valves. Just as well we did as 
they all leaked, except the cross over valve be-
tween the tanks. All the leaking valves were re-
placed. The fuel that had been pumped out was 
filtered and put back in the tanks. We suspected 

that the starboard filler pipe may have been 
blocked, so we left the cover off the starboard 
tank to observe the fuel running in, which it did 
at full pipe flow. I was very happy with the excel-
lent workmanship from French Marine, so after 
exactly two weeks the Finns arrived back and 
again we were on the fuel berth topping up the 
tanks. We started with the starboard tank and to 
our horror we only managed to get 100l into that 
tank. Time to call the engineer again! He in-
spected the starboard tank and told us that he 
had even taken the breather pipe off, to check 
that it was clear. After a few moments he said—
sorry, I checked the breather pipe, I checked the 
seacock on the breather pipe to make sure it 
was turned on, but I did not strip the valve itself. 
( Note, this is the first time I have come across a 
seacock on the breather pipe, especially as it 
went overboard direct under the rubber fender-
ing). 
 
So the seacock was removed from the skin fit-
ting, and immediately the problem was seen. 
The skin fitting itself was bunged full with shells 
and mud. This was cleaned out, and for good 
measure a new seacock was fitted as well. I can 
only speculate as how shells and mud got into 
the skin fitting. 
We finished our fuelling with no more problems 
and went back on our berth, ready for the next 
leg of the trip. 
 
A short precise of the rest of the trip, which was 
totally uneventful, with SP behaving impeccably 
all the way to Rauma in South West Finland. 
 
We left Suffolk Yacht Harbour on Saturday 11th 
August at 10.00. We left late to have the tide 
and wind in our favour for the North Sea Cross-
ing. The crossing itself was bit bumpy, but oth-
erwise uneventful. We arrived in Amsterdam 
Marina at 21.30 GMT+2. 
 
Sunday 12th. August. 07.00 start, through Or-
angesluiss into the Iselmeer, to Lemmer and 
into the northern dutch canal system to Delfzijl. 
We did not quite make Delfzijl, as being a Sun-
day we could not pass through the locks at Gro-
ningen as they stop working at 19,00, and we 
arrived at 18.55! 
 
/…. 
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Monday 13th. August. Up early to catch the lock 
at 06.00. We arrived in Delfzijl Marina at 09.45 
to fuel and left there at 10.30. Rather a slow fuel 
pump! 
 
Talking to the Harbourmaster he suggested that 
as the tide was right for a passage across the 
sands we could take the route behind the Fries-
land Islands to save going out down the River 
Ems , which would take us backwards for some 
distance as the river runs in a North Westerly 
direction. This route is marked with about 50 

marks, mainly buoys but several sticks in the 
sand as well. It runs up to the German Friesland 
island of Juist and along the south coast of Juist 
and then turns out to sea between Juist and 
Nordeney. This route saved us about an hour, 
which meant that we were able to carry the 
flood tide all the way to Brunsbuttal, the en-
trance to the Kiel Canal. We had a short wait to 
lock into the canal and managed to get all the 
way to Rendsburg before the 22.00 cut off for 
pleasure vessel navigation. 

Route over the sands 

Cont/…. 

Tuesday 14th. August. A quiet morning was 
spent fuelling the boat and shopping for stores. 
We left the Marina in Rendsburg at 13.00 for the 
final 24 mile run to Kiel. After locking out at Kiel, 
we motored the short distance to the Marina. 

(Which was built for the 1936 Olympics). We 
were berthed in the Marina br 16.00. That night 
we had an excellent dinner in the yacht club, 
which was founded by the Kaiser. 

Showing the sticks over the drying sands 
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Wednesday 15th. August. Martin and I left SP at 
0800 to catch the train to Hamburg airport. The 
Finns left the Marina immediately and arrived in 
Finland about eight days later. 
 
In all, including my travelling time, I spent 10 
days on this delivery. Rather different from the 3 

days I had planned at the outset. However, 
looking back the trip was great fun, despite be-
ing challenging at times. Also we made some 
very good boating friends, who I hope we will 
see again. 
 
 

Cont/…. 

Kari, the new owner of Stowaway Princess 

Miles run to Kiel:  650 NM approximately 
Total trip to Finland:  1200 NM approximately 
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‘Puffin’ - A Migratory Nelson 34 
By 

Owners James Rea O’Hagan & Deborah Smith  

NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2018 

In the icy depths of the Canadian winter, even in 
February, it‘s still possible to spot aquatic bird 
life. 
 
I well remember the moment when I first saw 
‗Puffin‘. 
 
Deb and I were taking our first cup of morning 
coffee while looking out over what in other sea-
sons would be a dynamic sea-view.  
 
It was now the bleak frozen surface of Bedford 
Bay at the head of Halifax Harbour, in Nova 

Scotia. Our birding binoculars were at the 
standby. There was always the chance of spot-
ting a bald eagle or over-wintering water fowl. 
 
I remember setting my glasses aside to indulge 
in what has always proven for me to be an ex-
ceedingly dangerous winter pastime. 
 
I was idly searching boats for sale on my Black-
berry. 
 
Cont/…. 
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You see, I‘ve done this before. I‘ve fallen in love 
with boats in the winter time. It‘s always when 
the snow lies deep and summer is but a prom-
ise. 
 
I‘ve purchased several in the United States. 
Both were forty feet in length. Pure racing ma-
chines. I never saw them in person until they 
arrived. I‘ve relied on photos and good yacht 
surveyors. 
 
I'm not a power boat person. I've raced sail-
boats since a child. My current sail boat is a Ni-
agara 26 named ‗Roaring Forty‘. She‘s among 
the dozen or so of this class in our local club.  
 
But in the depths of our most recent Canadian 
Winter, I somehow thought ‗Roaring Forty‘ 
should be augmented by a small power boat. It 
would be convenient on lazy summer evenings 
for ‗puttering around the inner reaches of Bed-
ford Basin‘ or perhaps for a six nautical mile 
dash into the old port of Halifax for lunch or din-
ner. 
 
From ‘Boston to Cornwall’   
 
On that fateful day in February I was looking for 
a used 22-foot Boston Whaler and searching on 
the Internet as far away as Maine, USA. 
 
Inexplicably, I then reverted to Cornish Crab-
bers and Channel Pilot Cutters in the UK.  
 
Deb and I had recently visited Cornwall. There 
we admired the honest working class lines of 
good sea boats and clinker built hulls with var-
nished bright work. I had a soft spot for Corn-
wall anyway.  
 
Fowey is where a branch of my Mother‘s family 
hailed from. As children she regaled my brother 
and sister with her recollection of stories about 
the farm on the hill high above Frenchman‘s 
Creek; and of ‗Ready Money Cove‖ where she 
had learned to swim. There was the long har-
bour and river where she first rowed a boat, and 
tales of smugglers who told bystanders to ―Turn 
their face to the wall‖ as they moved their con-
traband goods at night. 
 
 
And suddenly, up on my screen, popped 

‗Puffin‘.  
 
At least that was the name emblazoned in white 
shadow relief upon a black transom. It belonged 
to a launch lying in Falmouth, Cornwall an 
ocean away from Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
 
Puffin had a modest wheelhouse and small cud-
dy cabin resting on a long graceful sheer leav-
ing an expansive open after deck.  And as an 
intriguing benefit for our quiet evening cruises 
she boasted a bullet proof hull! 
 
According to the specs, she was a 1981 Nelson 
34 powered by twin 1997 Perkins Sabre 225 hp 
engines with only 325 hours on them. They 
swung twin four bladed props. She was a har-
bour patrol boat model. 
 
Intrigued I read on…  
 
She had came off the design board of the late 
Commander Peter Thornycroft, R.N. I thought 
that was a promising lineage. You know, MTB‘s, 
destroyers and such like. Suddenly it made the 
prospect of a Boston Whaler positively boring; 
especially when I checked out the Nelson Boat 
Owner‘s Club and the circumstances of its 
founding.  
 
It was then I discovered another  tenuous and 
beguiling family link. 
 
My late father, Commander Denis James 
O‘Hagan GM & Bar, RCNR had encamped on 
the Rothschild Estate across the River Beaulieu 
from Buckler‘s Hard where the Nelson Boat 
Owner‘s Club was founded. He was Command-
ing Officer of ―Commando W‖, Canada‘s only 
beach commando unit. He had been putting the 
unit through last minute preparations on the es-
tate grounds before leaving for Normandy. He 
was listed in the Canadian Order of Battle for 
Operation Neptune as Principal Beachmaster, 
Juno Beach. 
 
I wonder if he gazed across at Buckler's Hard 
thinking of the ships launched there that fought 
at Trafalgar and the battle he and his men were 
about to face. 
 
Cont/…. 
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And then I was reminded how Deb‘s father Gra-
ham Smith had once plied the same Southamp-
ton waters aboard the aircraft carrier HMCS 
Magnificent on the occasion of the Coronation 
Fleet Review off Spithead in 1953.   
 
What was there not to like about this Puffin 
bird? She seemed to have some strange affinity 
for all of us. 
 
I leaned over and showed the image of Puffin to 
Deb, ―What do you think?‖   ―Oh! I like the 
name.‘ And then just as quickly and predictably 
she shot back, ―But does she have a head?‖ 
 
I quickly scrolled through the website belonging 
to the broker Red Ensign, of Port Pendennis 
Marina, Challenger Quay, Falmouth, Cornwall.  
 
―Yep! She does;‖ I replied. 
 
And really, that was just about all there was to 
it. 
 
The Usual Formalities 
 
Of course, there were the usual formalities, with 
which the broker Simon Carter most profession-
ally assisted: recommending a surveyor in the 
person of a very capable Chris Olsen of Olsen 
Marine, and then agreeing to a price with the 
owner‘s yacht management company, handling 
the paper work for the bill of sale, and then 
helping me select Falmouth Boat Construction 
Ltd. where managing director Jonathan Fielding 
was to see to some needed alterations and 
maintenance. 
 
Simon‘s support proved to be anything but usu-
al. He was indispensable. He acted as our rep-
resentative in all these matters. He also saw to 
the retention of Richard Howatt, UK Marine 
Sales Manager at Peters and May as shipping 
agents to help get a refurbished Puffin loaded 
on a ship in Southampton. 
 
From there she would commence her long mi-
gratory track around Land‘s End and across the 
open Atlantic to Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.  
 
I soon discovered there‘s quite a lot to importing 
a boat from the UK. 
 

 I subsequently retained the ever helpful Helene 
McCrea at the customs and brokerage, logistic 
and shipping firm of I. H. Mathers of Halifax 
which has served the customers of this famous 
port since 1872. 
 
The Unusual 
 
 It wasn‘t until after our offer was accepted that I 
learned the name of Puffin's owner. It was Eel 
Pie Recording Productions, Friars Lane, Rich-
mond. 
 
―Who on earth is that?‖ I asked Simon. 
 
I could tell he wished to maintain the usual 
bounds of customer privacy. But the bill of sale 
and shipping documents and signatures would 
give it away, regardless. Reluctantly he an-
swered; ―‗The Who‘ is actually The British Rock 
Star and composer Pete Townshend of The 
Who.‖ 
―If Deb harboured any reservations regarding 
the wisdom of the purchase of Puffin they were 
gone in a flash. Within moments she was down-
loading on her notebook a number of Towns-
hend‘s compositions. She was a fan. 
―Do you think,‖ she asked, ―We might ask Pete 
for some 'Who' swag?‖ 
I answered; ―At the right moment, perhaps.‖ 
We were soon to learn that Townshend has 
quite a soft spot for boats and the sea. I prided 
myself that we too had seen what he and many 
others had discovered in a Nelson's seaworthy 
lines. 
Meanwhile, Richard Howatt in the course of his 
business happened to be talking with the NBOC 
Hon. Secretary, Steve Brenner. Richard men-
tioned the pending ‗westward flight of Puffin‘ 
and Steve was interested in hearing more, so 
we were connected, and I sent him some pho-
tos. 
―She looks absolutely splendid. What a lovely 
job.‖ He replied. 
 ―If you would like me to include an article in this 
year‘s NBOC Newsletter that would be really 
good…‖ 
 
Refurbishment 
 
As August arrived Puffin preened her feathers in 
a new coat of paint, topsides and bottom.  
 
Cont/…. 
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Some photographs of ‗Puffin‘ during her refurbishment 
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A self-draining cockpit sole was installed. The 
shafts were pulled and replaced along with the 
bearings, glands and stuffing boxes. The steer-
ing hydraulics repaired, the bilge pumping sys-
tems fixed, the calor gas systems certified, the 
foc‘sle grab rails partially replaced with a bow 
pulpit, anodes renewed. There was other stuff 
too, there always is. 
 
The objective was to make her water tight for 
her trans-Atlantic crossing as exposed deck car-
go if need be. And, if she was to ‗splash‘ directly 
into the receiving waters of Halifax Harbour up-
on arrival, then all her systems had to be relia-
ble and ready to go. In anticipation, I put down a 
heavy duty mooring in front of the house.  
 
By August all was in readiness. 
Steve was right. She did look good in the pho-
tos. 
 
Sea Trials  
 
I received an interesting video which I played 
endlessly until Deb wondered if I would ever get 
bored with it.  
 
Simon had sent it. He and the surveyor Chris 
Olsen had gone to Falmouth Boat Construction 
to put Puffin through her paces. 
 
It showed the engine instrumentation at various 
revolutions and the plot display. And of course 
my favourite - lots of spray on the windshield in 
the slight chop. I could see she could cruise at 
about 18 knots at 2500 rpm. Everything else 
looked good, oil pressure, temperature etc. 
They hauled her again for adjustments. 
 
I thought to myself, I suppose that‘s how a buy-
er does due diligence these days. No need to 
get wet or leave the comfort of home. 
But more was yet to come. 
 
Puffin was relaunched and this time she fairly 
flew.  
 
―There‘s another video Deb,‖ I called. 
 
It showed Puffin hitting 22 knots at 3,000 plus 
rpm. This time there was a really exciting bow 
wave, threatening to overwhelm the windshield 

wipers and on the sound over, I could hear the 
engines still working happily. 
Falmouth Boat Construction had done an excel-
lent job I thought while sipping my coffee. 
And, that was about it. Her mast and extrane-
ous wheelhouse fittings on the cabin top were 
removed ready for shipment. 
 
Simon Carter and Richard Howatt arranged for 
loading and photos of Puffin at Southampton 
docks.  
 
Puffin Takes Flight 
 
I then received another two brief videos. I 
played them over and over. 
 
These were shot by Simon and Falmouth Boat 
Construction. One showed Puffin leaving the 
yard in a smart slow turn. Her mast and wheel-
house gear stripped for bridge clearances on 
the road. 
 
The second showed her creaming wake as she 
dashed under dull gray skies across Falmouth 
Harbour to rendezvous with a waiting lorry at 
another haul-out location. 
 
You could plainly hear the diesels purring, I 
called to Deb; ―See the spray sifting across her 
transom? Impressive don‘t you think?‖  
 
―Neat! But is it too late for you to ask Pete 
Townshend for any swag?‖ she asked. 
 
―I don‘t think so,‖ I answered. 
 
Tracking a Bird of Passage 
 
I attempted on my Blackberry to follow Puffin‘s 
flight. 
 
She was hitching a ride on the 227m Elektra, 
(1999) a vehicles carrier of 67264 gross ton-
nage sailing under the flag of Singapore for 
Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics. However, the 
commercial tracking services all required a sub-
scription.  
 
Cont/…. 
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By some fluke I did manage a reassuring final 
sighting recorded west of Lands End from a sta-
tion in St. Just, Cornwall.  
 
At the time Puffin was headed 259 degrees at 
about 14 knots on Tuesday, September 3

rd
, and 

that was the last I heard of her. 
 
On Monday September 10

th
, something on my 

Blackberry kicked in, and I learned Elektra had 
arrived in Halifax Harbour. 
 
―Puffin is here dear!‖ I called to Deb. 
―Where is she?‖ 
 
―Autoport, in Eastern Passage,‖ I replied.  
 
The original plan was to ―splash her direct from 
either of the two Halifax container piers, but that 
was revised when schedules put Puffin aboard 
Elektra. There was no provision for direct 
launching at Autoport located across the har-
bour, so I engaged Jeff Pritchard of VMG 
Transport to move her by lorry.  
 
Jeff‘s mission was to truck her to Bedford Basin 
Yacht Club about eight miles over Dartmouth 
city streets from the Autoport pier. 
 
I immediately emailed Jeff to give him a heads 
up, ―Puffin‘s arrived!‖ 
 
It was only then I realized I had not confirmed 
availability of jack-stands. 
 
For some reason I thought Puffin would arrive 
on a complimentary wooden shipping cradle or 
pallet. 
 
Fortunately, Jeff reminded me his  company al-
so manufactures steel cradles, so naturally I or-
dered up one on the spot! He then made a dash 
for Autoport to measure up Puffin. 
 
―Whew!‖ I breathed a sigh of relief. It was fortu-
nate I‘d retained Jeff. I didn't want a costly delay 
on the brow of the wharf. 
 
I reckoned, it would likely take a day or two be-
fore Puffin could clear customs under Helene‘s 
benevolent eye at I.H. Mathers. Just sufficient 
time for Jeff to manufacture my six pad adjusta-

ble cradle. 
 
Early next morning Jeff emailed Helene and me. 
―I went to Autoport with my tape measure but 
there was no sign anywhere of Puffin or El-
ektra.‖ 
 
My heart sank, had she blown off course? I 
wondered. 
 
Further down Jeff‘s email he reported  how he 
had then searched the docks. On the opposite 
side of the harbour he discovered Puffin roost-
ing contentedly under the grain elevators at Pier 
22-25 in the old Port of Halifax. 
 
Jeff went to work on the new cradle. 
 
Skirting the Shoals of an Historic Roadway 
 
―Lift appointment scheduled for 8:00 am Thurs-
day, September 13th‖ was the triumphal an-
nouncement from Helene. 
 
She‘d used her Port contacts to get Jeff and 
Puffin under a stevedore‘s crane. 
 
Fortunately Jeff's transport truck had a mounted  
video cam.  Puffin could now be seen making 
her way along the contested streets past the 
Halifax docks and the historic Naval Yard from 
which Horatio Nelson himself had once sailed. 
 
Puffin then weathered the long turn in the road 
at the Harbour Narrows, the site of a 1917 ship 
collision resulting in the greatest manmade ex-
plosion prior to the dropping of an atomic bomb 
on Hiroshima.  
 
Nonplussed, she skirted the western shores of 
Bedford Basin from where the life sustaining 
convoys supporting England‘s effort in two 
World Wars once formed up. 
 
She swooped past the music room rotunda on 
the shore at Princes‘ Lodge, the country retreat 
built by Queen Victoria‘s father the Duke of Kent 
when he was Commander in Chief of Her Maj-
esty‘s forces in North America. 
 
Cont/…. 
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Puffin continued along the hillside where the re-
mains of several thousand French sailors and 
soldiers were buried after coming to grief in Duc 
D‘Anville‘s 1745-46 ill-fated expedition.  
 
They might have been far better off to have 
gone instead to the aide of Bonnie Prince Char-
lie at Culloden, but they were driven by a storm 
into Bedford Basin where they died of smallpox 
and scurvy. 
 
In the end some good at least came from it, and 
for which thanks are due down to the present 
day. It comes in the form of the recipe for Dram-
buie. It seems a fleeing Bonny Prince Charlie 
bereft of French assistance gave the directions 
for making this liquor out of gratitude to the 
MacKinnons of Skye for helping him make good 
his escape by boat. Ironically, Flora MacDonald 
under whose skirts he hid, later came to live in 
Nova Scotia.   
 
Meanwhile, Jeff turned past Fish Hatchery Lane 
and the site of Canada‘s first railway station and 
marking the start of construction of the initial ten 
miles of what was to become Canada‘s 5,000 
mile transcontinental Railway.  
 
Here, Puffin crossed the little bridge over the 
modest Sackville River which flows into the es-
tuary at the head of Bedford Basin. Not surpris-
ingly lots of sea birds live here! 
 
Puffin Finally Sighted! 
I first saw Puffin flying along Shore Drive as Jeff 
negotiated the tight turn into Bedford Basin 
Yacht Club. 
 
She swooped under the low lying branchs of a 
tree as she came down the entrance driveway. 
 
BBYC Yard Manager Travis Pozzebon and 
friend Jamie Trimm stood by to lend a hand of-
floading. Deb ran across from our house two 
minutes away. It was the first time we‘d laid 
eyes on Puffin. I thought both birds looked 
great! 
 
Yes, Puffin was a real boat alright and the ad-
miring glances of the ‗club yachties‘ told it all. 
No ‗Gin Palace‘ here! 
 

With a roar Jeff reversed his transporter under a 
crane and Puffin was soon off-loaded onto her 
new nest…a shiny black adjustable six pad cra-
dle, the paint barely dry! 
 
We put up a ladder and crawled all over Puffin. 
Yes, she seemed content and had arrived in 
good order. The UK and Canadian teams had 
done an excellent job!  
 
A Flight of Fancy! 
 
For a flight of fancy that commenced in Febru-
ary 2018 and had ended with a trans-Atlantic 
passage by mid-September, it‘s ironic Puffin‘s 
maiden voyage in Canada must now await the 
arrival of yet another Spring. 
You see, it was too late in the season to launch 
her and Deb and I were off for an October 
cruise on Royal Clipper from Cannes to Lisbon.  
Now back in Canada, I must report how every 
pilot boat coming alongside Royal Clipper had 
Puffin's lines. SOME might have been Nelsons.  
Puffin will hit the waters of Bedford Basin next 
April after the ice departs. However, we'll have 
all winter to dream about that warm summer's 
evening cruise which first prompted Puffin's 
trans-Atlantic flight of fancy! 
 
Meanwhile she's been winterized and is now 
nestling under shrink wrap waiting like the rest 
of us for Spring. 
 
And Pete Townshend, if you happen to be read-
ing this, Deb is wondering if you might have any 
'Who' swag she could display on Puffin,  
 
No rush! 
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NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2018 

How to increase your range….. 
By 

Huib den Dikken 

The truckdriver in Kats (NL) was very forthcoming. Assisting in preparing the the Northline 37 
for the voyage. Measure that the height was not exceeded the max allowed for the tunnels 
and to make sure all inventory was secured for the road trip over autobahn and mountains.  

 

When did he expect to unload my new Northline 37 Tinn, in Koper, Slovenia? The answer 
was: ―today is Monday, I will be unloading in Koper on Thursday morning‖. Today was that 
Monday. The distance is 1357km through Holland, Germany, Austria and Slovenia.  We have 
to rush to arrive before the truck. 

Loading in KATS , The Netherlands 

After the lorry left, we packed our bags and flew on Thursday to Ljubljana. Very, very early 
in the morning. At Ljubljana Airport we rented a car to drive the 130 km to Koper  Marina.  

 

Cont/…. 
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Unloading in Koper, Slo-
Tinn, ex P401, ex Sheer – today Seal 

We have been on Nelson‘s and Northline‘s for some time. Our first Nelson was a Nelson 40 (ex 
P401, ex Sheer). We made voyages to Norway in 2010 and to Sweden in 2011.  
We then sold the Nelson 40 at the end of 2011. She is now owned by Peter Vermeulen, another 
club member in Holland and she has been renamed Seal.  
 
With the upcoming voyages and limited available space inside, we were looking for a other Nel-
son. In 2012 we had the possibility to buy a much newer Northline 37 wheelhouse.  
 
Our first trip in 2012 was the ―J-Class Nelson rally‖ in Cowes. In 2013 we cruised to Cap d‘Agde 
(Montpellier, South of France) via Belgium and the French canals. When we needed to return in a 
rush in March 2014 because of illness, we had to charter a lorry to get the boat back to Holland.  
 
We were so impressed by the efficiency and reliability of the transport company that we have been 
using their lorry services from then onwards: 
 
In 2015 On a lorry: Holland to Port de la Rague near Cannes (wintering in Rapallo, Italy) 
In 2016 On a lorry from Port de la Rague back to Holland after extensively cruising the Italian 
coast, Sardinia and Corsica. 
 
In 2018 On a lorry from Holland to Koper, Slovenia. Then extensively cruising in Croatia and Mon-
tenegro and now wintering in Bari (Italy) 
 
The pro‘s of using trucking services are the increase in range, the time savings, the reduction of 
engine hours (reduced wear and tear), the possibility to have the boat returned from far away plac-
es in case of medical emergency. 
 
A big disadvantage might be seen to be the cost. But it is not as bad as it seems when considering 
the savings in marina cost and fuel and the reduction in maintenance cost when not actually hav-
ing to cruise the distance from and to the MED. The cost of road haulage is directly linked to the 
destinations. For example: in our case the transport to the South of France turned out to be 25% 
cheaper than the cost for Slovenia. There are maximum boat sizes for road haulage depending on 
the actual destinations. As a rule of thumb: up to the size of a Nelson 42 with a reasonable clear-
ance, most of the destinations in Europe are not a problem. With bigger boats (say the Nelson 45 
and the Talisman 49) the possibilities are much more limited and sea transport might be the only 
possibility at double the cost (ball park). The transport is exclusive insurance.  Loading and un-
loading at the destinations is arranged directly to the marina‘s and if needed the help of local 
agents. 

 

For information about boat transport across Europe from and to the Netherlands from and to many 
UK ports and marina, you can contact our preferred company at www.vandewetering.nl. There are 
quite a few other specialized companies offering the services both in the UK and in The Nether-
lands and you should always talk to a few of them to get to the best price and service. 

We arrived at the marina of 
Koper by Thursday morning at 
10:30am and find   the truck 
already under the crane ready 
to unload our Tinn into the 
Adriatic.  

 

http://www.vandewetering.nl
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NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2018 

The Talisman Short Sea Discovery Project—Year 2 
By 

Adriaan & Karien Roosen 
www.talisman.amsterdam 

1. Introduction 

 

In last year‘s newsletter we wrote extensively about our project to travel on ―Talisman‖ from Am-
sterdam to Istanbul (via Gibraltar) From there to go to Helsinki/St Petersburg (via the big inland 
waterways in Central Europe and the Baltic Sea. Then returning to the North Sea to start our cir-
cumnavigation of the British Isles and Ireland.   

 

The Talisman Short Sea Discovery Project – year  2 

Cont/…. 
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2. Preparing the boat 
 
 In preparing this year‘s 2200nm voyage we focused on a number of things: 
 Extra kit necessary for cruising in the MED 
 MAN engine maintenance and upgrades 
 Stress testing every system on the boat 
 Preventive maintenance 
 Supplementing our spares inventory  
 
 Extra kit necessary for cruising in the MED: 
 
 For MED mooring we needed a gangway. We considered various light-weight options, car-

bon fiber being the most expensive. Fortunately, I did find one on Ebay at a reasonable 
price. We did find a way to quickly attach the gangway to our stern ladder if and when nec-
essary (turned out to be 90% of the time). The attachment needs to be flexible in that the 
gangway can move with the force of incoming swell and/or wash.  With our relatively high aft 
deck and a big drop to the jetty most of the times, this solution always would make for a 
wobbly getting on and off the boat. 

 
 For anchoring we replaced our Bruce anchor by a ROCNA 40 attached to 50 meters of 

12mm chain. We got an anchor snubber bridle as well, to lighten the stress on our winch 
and to transfer this stress to the 2 bollards on the bow. We also carry a spare CQR on the 
bow and a Danforth stern anchor with 30m of leaded anchor rope. As we expected, rightly, 
that we would get many more opportunities to anchor once in the MED, we got a set of 
Eartec duplex professional communication headsets for better communication between the 
helm and the foredeck. It has eliminated any possibility of miscommunication and they have 
become indispensable. Highly recommended!   

 
 

Cont/…. 

Our crane comes to good use when launching our dinghy 
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 MAN engine maintenance and upgrades: 
 

Unlike the previous owner (who is amazingly capable), we are not able to do any of the work 
ourselves. With the help of MAN in Holland we had selected the local MAN Marine Engine 
dealer to come and do the work in La Coruna. In September in Sicily we have now done the 
same. This far, we have been very pleased with the quality of the work.   
In La Coruna we allowed ourselves one major improvement by replacing the 40-year-old in-
sulation of the dry exhaust pipes by new ones. Amazingly this has lowered the service tem-
perature in the engine room by >20 degrees C! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We keep our engine room meticulously clean. And with the white paint it is therefore easy to see a leak or an-
other potential problem very early on. However, we had missed a leak in the SB raw water pump. It was un-
covered by the MAN engineers and it necessitated rebuilding the entire pump. We are slowly learning that 
cooling is the trickiest part of the marine engine because the system is so exposed to the effects of seawater. 
Also, recently, the MAN engineers in Riposto detected a cracked pipe in the internal cooling circuit of the port 
engine which needed to be replaced. In Riposto we also did have our heat exchangers removed to have the 
tube stacks descaled and pressure tested, a job that needs to be done every other year. 

 
 Stress testing every system and piece of kit on the boat  
 

My friend Willem from the yard in Harlingen and I spend a week on the boat prior to relaunch in La Coruna in 
April. We tested and serviced (where necessary) all electrics, the plumbing, the seacocks, the hydraulics sys-
tem for the rudders, our navigation systems, autopilots, everything!  
 

 Preventive maintenance  
 
The antifouling work was done in and by the yard in La Coruna. We are very please with our set-up: Hempel 
Olympic antifouling, Propspeed  for the propellers and Sonic Shield ultrasonic antifouling. It really works for 
us. Two years in a row now we have not any fouling whatsoever! 
 

Cont/…. 

Dry exhaust with new insulation – SB engine  
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Preventive maintenance also included servicing our Spurs rope cutters – there is a service 
kit for this purpose (we then caught marina ropes in our port propeller twice and these cut-
ters do work!) and repacking the stern glands. We then had the boat launched and we ran 
extensive sea trials at all speeds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Passagemaking  
 

For our voyage from La Coruna to Sicily we had on the boat, the relevant Imray paper 
charts, the Garmin electronic chart for the entire southern European area, the relevant pilot 
books from Imray and/or RCC (always the most recent editions) and DK tourist guides for 
the places we would visit: Spain Portugal, Balearic Islands, Corsica, Sardinia and southern 
Italy. We purposely avoided the south of France as we have been there many times already 
albeit never on a boat. 
 
Weather in the MED is an interesting and crucially important part of our passage planning. 
In the MED we pretty much ditched all the apps we had been using in the Atlantic. We test-
ed and then increasingly relied on PredictWind (check it out, it is fantastic), and also on 
Windy (a surfer‘s app wich visualizes wind and weather systems extremely well). Our back 
up continues to be the gribfile based visualizations by Seaman, from www.wetterwelt.de. 
 
Another thing that was new to us is the necessity to book and pay marina‘s in the MED in 
advance any time after the 1

st
 of June. Having space becomes an issue in many marina‘s 

during the high season. We secured really nice spots in popular places such as Palma de 
Mallorca, but this necessitated much advance planning and many telephone calls back and 
forth! 

Cont/…. 

Engine checks 

http://www.wetterwelt.de
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 And then we were ready to go!! 
 
4. Our voyage 
 

Sea area 1 – Spanish and Portuguese Atlantic 
coasts up-to Gibraltar 
 
We left La Coruna at the end of April. The weather 
was very poor and remained that way for the entire 
week. Leaving port, we struggled in a 3-meter swell 
from the north west. Talisman is a great sea boat and 
handles this very well, but its crew becomes less en-
amoured when it goes on for too long. Fortunately the 
wave height decreased having passed Fisterra Light-
house. For the remainder of the week the weather 
remained cold with overcast and drizzle and we did 
have to miss most of the Spanish Ria‘s. Out of Vigo 
we left Spain and entered Portugal. On the way to 
Porto we had a major incident (see separate article: 
hydraulic failure on the Atlantic) . 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Places we liked on the way from La Coruna 
to Gibraltar were Douro (Porto), Cascais 
(Lisbon), Lagos (Algarve), Cadiz and espe-
cially also Gibraltar with a fantastic berth in 
Marina Bay. In between we were in many 
other places (every ―yellow‖ dot on the chart 
represents a marina stop) but the ones men-
tioned really stand out.  
 
 
 
 
 

  
Sea area 2 – Spanish Costa’s (Gibraltar to Denia) 
 
In the Algarve we had taken on Floor and Ineke Heijn, 
club members and owners of De Bark, a 37‖ North-
line). For us, having a crew made for a very nice 
change of pace. Floor and Adriaan spent quite some 
time tuning our autopilot which had taken on a life of 
its own following the incident described elsewhere.  

Cont/

Passagemaking 

Waiting for the fuel pump in GIB 

Floor & Ineke Heijn 
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Floor‘s engineering capabilities and previous experience with hydraulics were vary valuable. In 
the end the final and winning adjustment turned out to be a change in settings: lower acceleration 
for course changes, very high counter rudder, set only slightly lower than a moderated rudder set-
ting. In a following sea the Garmin pilot continues to be not-so-great, but in any other sea state 
we are now happy.  

 

Cruising along the Spanish Costa‘s we liked 
Fuengirola (a very tolerable Spanish resort 
town). We also very much liked Cartagena and 
especially also Alicante where we watched 
Spain playing Portugal on large screens in nar-
row streets in the historic district and an exciting 
3-3 draw. Our last port on the Spanish continent 
was Denia the preferred starting point for the 90
-mile crossing to Ibiza.  We visited Granada and 
Valencia, renting cars and we had ourselves 
duly impressed by the splendor of the Alham-
bra. Every ―yellow dot‖ on the chart in the track-
ing section of our website 
www.talisman.amsterdam represents a marina 
stop. 

 

Sea area 3 – Balearics 

This was the big surprise. We were prepared to deal with excesses of the packaged holiday 
crowds, but we were very wrong. For over one month we stayed with a stop on Ibiza, 3 stops on 
Mallorca and one on Menorca. We day-tripped to Formentera on a ferry out of Ibiza. All places 
visited are fantastic in that avoiding the crowds is easy, the small cities very attractive, the an-
chorages spectacular, and the general approach to life of its inhabitants relaxed, friendly and out-
going.  

 

 

Cont/…. 

Cartagena – a working port and true grit - a relief after 
the beach crowds in other places 

Balearic Islands: 1= Porto Eularia; 2= Palma de Mallorca; 3= Porto Christo; 4= Pollensa; 5= Mahon 
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 Google Translate to the rescue: 
 

Traveling in Spain and in Italy brings severe language issues for people like us, who speak 
little (Karien) or no (Adriaan) Spanish or Italian. That‘s were Google Translate becomes su-
per valuable. Especially the 2-way conversation function is great when in a pharmacy or 
when having 2 MAN engineers on the boat who only speak Spanish! If you have not tried it, 
do so the next time you have a chance. You will be amazed.  

 
From July 15 through Aug 23 we left Talisman 
on the hard at Pedro‘s Boat Yard in Mahon and 
we returned to Amsterdam to escape the sum-
mer heat and the peak holiday time (and rates) 
in the MED. Lifting the boat out of the water 
and storing her in the yard turned out to be 
30% cheaper then having left her in a marina 
in Mahon and I slept a lot better whilst in Am-
sterdam, not having to worry. 
 

 
Sea area 4 – Corsica and Sardinia 
 
Having returned in August we immediately faced the 220nm passage overnight to Sardinia. 
We did have our friend Rob joining us for this stretch. We left Mahon in good weather and 
we drove into the night after a beautiful sunset.  
 
Here is Karien:  
QUOTE 
My recollections of our passage to Sardinia start with the group of dolphins we pass at 4pm 
approximately 2 hours out of Mahon. At 19:00 I start preparing the evening pasta dinner. 
The wind on the beam is kicking up a chop and keeping the pots and 
pans on the electric stove is a bit of a challenge even with the storm 
retainers in use. We all enjoy our meal and it reminds me that good 
cooking is an essential condition for a successful voyage. 
The sunset was spectacular, but it is over so quickly! A full moon and 
watching the stars a treat. Adriaan maintains a strict rule of not being 
out on deck unnecessarily after dark but I sneak out anyway and love 
the views. I take over the watch from Adriaan at 2:00am. During my 
watch the wind increases to a F5/F6 from the North, but Talisman 
deals impressively with the beam seas. The moon remains a powerful 
and encouraging presence throughout my watch. Sitting at the helm 
for hours I do not see much if anything outside – I check the engine 
instruments and position every 15 minutes and I keep an eye on the 
radar and the AIS. I read my book on the Kindle (“Less” by Andrew 
Sean Greer and it cheers me up). The cabin looks different and slightly 
spooky in the red of the night vision light. My mind starts playing 
games: our auto pilot problems in the spring (please not today; not right 
now..!); are the engines okay (what‟s that noise I just heard..!) and then 
I think about us being here on our own out of radio transmission range with shore stations 
and what to do if pirates would appear out of nowhere. I feel alone, vulnerable and reas-
sured when Rob appears to take over the watch at 4am.     
I go to sleep in the aft cabin and wake up refreshed at 8am as we are approaching the Sar-
dinian coast. The breakfast is eggs and bacon and fresh coffee. Its tastes the best! 
UNQUOTE 
 
 Cont/…. 

Palma de Mallorca 

Taking the 2am watch – 

night vision lighting 
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Although we got more wind and waves on the beam during Karien‘s 2-hour watch, things 
quieted down at day break and the remainder of the crossing was relatively uneventful and 
the entry into the Bonifacio Strait between Corsica and Sardinia straightforward. We arrived 
in Castelsardo (Sardinia) 24 hours after we had left Mahon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saluting an old friend 
 
A few days later we cross the Strait to Porto Vecchio (Corsica). 
When approaching Porto Vecchio, we pass a very small island 
I. Ziglione. Here the ashes are scattered of my schoolfriend 
Theo who died a few years ago. He and I went through law 
school together. I and 3 other friends lived in his house on the 
first and second floor with Theo and his wife Setty occupying 
the ground floor. We all have very dear memories of our time 
living in that house. After earning our law degree Theo and I 
went our separate ways. The picture shows us passing the Is-
land. Little did we know 40 years  ago that the last goodbye 
would be like this. 

Cont/…. 

1=Castelsardo; 2=Porto Vecchio; 3= La Maddalena; 4=Olbia 

Godspeed Theo 
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We spend a few days in Porto Vecchio renting a car to discover more of Corsica. The city of Bon-
ifacio is stunning and is not to be missed! We then returned to Olbia (Sardinia) after having first 
spend a few delightful days staying in La Maddalena, part of a spectacular archipelago of beauti-
ful Islands between Corsica and Sardinia off the Strait of Bonifacio. It can be a tricky crossing 
coming from Porto Vecchio in a westerly. Half way we feel the wind piping up and we actually see 
the band of white horses coming at us across from the west very fast. The last 30 minutes - be-
fore reaching the lee of the Islands - are very uncomfortable in the resulting beam sea.  We moor 
in Cala Gavetta on Maddalena, the largest Island. On the first day we rent scooters to drive 
across to Caprera, a stunning piece of nature of Jurassic dimensions. On the next day we board 
a classic sailing yacht The Colorado for a group visit to the major islands and beaches. All su-
perb!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sea area 5 – Rome to Sicily 
 
For the 140nm crossing from Olbia to Ostia (Porto di Roma) we considered another overnight 
passage but, instead, we choose to leave at 04:00am to then sail into the daylight of another glo-
rious sunny day. We then did the sights in Rome and we visited Pompei. 
 
Caught out by the Italian Navy 
 
After leaving Ostia a few days later, we cross an area near Anzio which is a ―Zona esercitazione 
de tiro‖. We are not particularly fussed by crossing the ―shooting exercises area‖ but we should 
have been. Soon after entering the area the Italian Navy calls us on VHF and orders us to leave 
the area immediately by maintaining a course of 220 degrees on the compass, which is perpen-
dicular to our intended trajectory. We are not keen to get shot at but also not very keen on this 
massive detour. After maintaining 220 for 30 minutes I call the Navy again and ask them for per-
mission to change to 180 degrees. No way: continue for another 3 miles…only then we are 
cleared for a heading to lead us to Capo Circeo. 
 
Down the coast of Southern Italy 
 
We took about one month to cover the distance 
from Olbia to Riposto (Sicily) our winter destina-
tion. Highlights of this part of our voyage were def-
initely Isola di Procida (near Naples) and Isola Lip-
ari (part of the Eolian Islands near Sicily).  Enter-
ing the Strait of Messina (the stretch of water be-
tween the Italian mainland and Sicily) was a big 
moment because it meant that we were going to 
achieve the objective we had set for ourselves 
back in April. 
 
 
 

Cont/…. 

Bonifacio (Corsica) Cabrera on La Maddalena – home of the 

Procida – Bay of Naples 
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We had reached our winter destination. In The Italian Waters Pilot it is described as follows 
by Rod & Lucinda Heikell: the town is one of the few not given over to tourism in the sum-
mer along this stretch of coast. It is a proper working town and has a pleasant somewhat 
decayed and dusty feel to it…brooding almost overhead is, of course, Etna, though you are 
unlikely to see her except at sunset because of the haze that envelops the coast in the sum-
mer (AR: also still true at the end of September). 
 
 
At the end of September Talisman was lifted out and stored on the hard in Riposto di Mari-
na/ Marina dell Etna. Before we left Riposto we did have the MAN engineers from Messina 
on the boat for winterizing: flushing the engines with fresh water, inspecting the engines for 
possible problems and making a list of work to be done during the winter (all standard 
maintenance items). Karien then flew home and Adriaan travelled to Prague for his bicycle 
tour with his biking pall Bill from Prague to Amsterdam where he arrived 3 weeks and 
1000km later. 
 

5. Cost of the project. 

 
Like last year we kept track of our cost throughout the voyage. In 2018 our overall cost was 
25% higher than in the previous year. But we left much earlier in the summer and we stayed 
on the boat about twice as long compared to 2017. People say that sailing the MED is ex-
pensive and they are right. Compared to 2017 our marina cost was up by 50% per night 
compared to the previous year whereas our fuel cost was up an average of 30% per liter 
(caused by the increase of the oil prices but also of the premium prices charged, especially 
in Italian marina‘s). But considering this as our once in a lifetime voyage, we were not overly 
bothered by it.  
 

6. Closing comments 

 
We really like the MED and we would recommend going there to anybody. It requires special 
preparations and kit but by speaking in advance to people with MED cruising experience 
and by reading the various excellent Imray pilot books, there were no surprises. We discov-
ered a few draw backs of our boat and we would not consider the standard Nelson design 
as 100% ideal for the MED because of its very high transom making both MED mooring and 
getting on and off the boat tricky. Also, the large cabin windows (compared to those on a 
sailing yacht) do make battling the summer heat even more of a futile effort. Absolute neces-
sities are a good bimini and screens for the windows to keep out the bugs. But those are mi-
nor things compared to the absolute joy we have had visiting many beautiful places and ex-
periencing the richness of the cultures in Portugal, Spain, and Italy. 
 
Year 3 – 2019 cruising plans 
 
Next year we aim to start by leaving Sicily at the end of April to then go up the Adriatic Sea 
to Croatia and Montenegro, then down to Greece and the Ionian Sea to arrive in Athens by 
early July. We then go home to return for the Aegean Sea and to Turkey in September and 
October. We can hardly wait… 

 

www.talisman.amsterdam 
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Hydraulics fail on the Atlantic 
By 

Adriaan & Karien Roosen 

Published previously in our blog at  www.talisman.amsterdam  

Date: May 1st. 2018; position: 30nm north of Porto 
 
The day had been a perfect one for the 75-mile run from Vigo to Porto; excellent weather condi-
tions, bright sunshine and an easy NW swell. We were on the Wagner autopilot at displacement 
speed of 9 knots. Suddenly, the autopilot moved the boat‘s rudders to 45 degrees starboard 
(max); we reduced speed immediately; we then disengaged the autopilot - after some trouble – by 
pulling the circuit breaker (we could still hear the pump running). In the meantime, we were going 
circles. With the rudders back on hand steering it is then that we found out that we had no steering 
at all. Turning the wheel nothing happened; all the hydraulic pressure was gone. With Karien at 
the helm station, Adriaan went to check the autopilot pumps (we have two); the Wagner in the en-
gine room looked OK but on the Garmin pump under the floor in the aft cabin one of the hoses 
had come off spraying hydraulic oil (7 liters for the entire system) all over… 
 
This was our situation: 10 nm away from the nearest port; rudders stuck in a starboard turn; all hy-
draulic pressure gone; no steering and going circles. In a field of lobster pots with floats all over; 
fishing boats coming closer with every circle and proximity to an unfriendly coast soon to become 
a problem. 
 
Stop and think about it for a few minutes: what would you do? 

 
For us it was still too early to call the 
Portuguese coast guard for assis-
tance. We have an emergency tiller 
which is stowed under the bed in the 
aft cabin. Deploying it also involves 
engaging an override of the hydraulic 
system by turning a valve on a valve 
chest mounted against the transom. 
We had thought about this possible 
scenario before and Adriaan did 
know -theoretically - what to do: 
mount the emergency tiller (see pic-
ture) on the port rudder stock, then 
bypass the hydraulic system and 
hope it all works. And it did work. The 
rudders could be  moved again, and 
we now had regained steering.  

Cont/…. 

Emergency tiller The “red” handle fits the override 
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The next problem was that the emergency tiller is in the aft cabin some distance away from the 
helm station and at a lower level in the boat. Karien at the engine throttles calling the course cor-
rections and me at the emergency tiller downstairs.  
 
Luckily, last winter we got earphone sets with microphones - not unlike the ones motor bikers use 
when communicating (see picture). Karien had been skeptical but they had turned out to be ex-
tremely useful for in-port coms between the foredeck and the helm. Having the headphones Kari-
en could send steering instructions to Adriaan downstairs very easily. After having tried this for 
about 30 minutes we then fixed the rudder with a rope in the ―straight‖ position and then steering 
with the port and starboard engines, which is also not ideal, but it does work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next, we decided which port to aim for.  Adriaan briefly considered still going for Porto (3 hours 
away). Karien was more sensible by insisting that we should be heading for the nearest port, still 
some 10nm away. 

Cont/…. 

Eartec duplex bluetooth headphones 
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One hour later we limped into Pavoa de Varzim, 20nm north of Porto, without any further prob-
lems. The marina staff was great and the next day a very helpful engineer reconnected the hose 
and started the refilling process of the hydraulic system. It turned out that a 0.90 cents item in the 
hose connection had failed. But the root cause had been a malfunctioning relay of the Wagner pi-
lot pump. As a result, the Wagner pump would not shut off and continued to increase the hydraulic 
pressure in the system. This then caused the weakest link  – a poorly connected hose on the Gar-
min pump - to fail. Having come to this conclusion with the help of our Harlingen based engineers, 
we then also replaced the relays in the Wagner pump (we were carrying spares). During a test run 
everything seemed all right and three days later than initially planned, we arrived in Porto (Dauro 
Marina). 
 
Lessons learned: 
 
a. We were extremely lucky that this happened on a very calm day. With 3m swell - which we 

had had out of A Coruna - this would have been a lot more unpleasant. 
 
b.  We stayed really calm throughout the ordeal; we functioned very well as a team; Karien was 

amazing. 
 

c.  We did know – theoretically – what we needed to do. 
 
d.  Refilling a hydraulic system whilst at sea (which we briefly tried), is a waste of time. There is 

so much air in the system that this drives the pumps crazy. In fact, refilling and bleeding took 
2 days. 

 
e.  Having an emergency tiller and knowing how to use it, saved the day. 
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The story begins after the second world war in 
the nineteen fifties when Peter Thornycroft pur-
chased the boat building company that became 
Keith Nelson & Co Ltd, at Bembridge, the Isle of 
Wight, in Southern England. Although only sixty 
years ago, researching a complete picture of the 
activities of the company in those early days is 
challenging. The Classic Boat Museum looks 
after the Nelson archive on behalf of the Nelson 
Boat Owners Club and on the positive side, ac-
cess to the material that the museum holds is 
now clearer to find as the development of our 
data base covering all aspects of the records we 

hold is now well advanced. However, records 
kept in those early days were sketchy and in-
complete.  This became more apparent when I 
was writing the book the "Nelson 40", where de-
scriptions of a number of the craft in question 
are deficient.  
In carrying out research in this area, the other 
good sources of information are the actual Nel-
son owners, present and former, boat builders, 
designers, and regulators.  The Yacht and Small 
Craft Register that was produced by Lloyds 
Register of Shipping up to 1980 is also a useful 
database.  

Exploring the history of Nelson boats 
By 

John Askham 

Cont/…. 

From the archives: Nelson 34 Portsmouth Harbour Master's 
Launch when the Royal Navy came back from the Falklands cam-

paign in 1982. (photo Hamo Thornycroft).  
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I am now working on a new book with a much 
wider scope. It will include not just the Nelson 
40, but other Nelsons and similar craft. I am sor-
ry to say that having the available records avail-
able, much of the relevant information is still 
missing.  
 
A typical example of this situation is "Emma", a 
Nelson 34, which I believe (but cannot con-
firm) was originally built for the Ministry of De-
fense, based on a standard Tyler fiber rein-

forced plastic hull. After having changed hands 
several times she is now owned by John Har-
bord Hammond who has had her beautifully re-
built with an extended wheelhouse, for use as a 
private motor yacht by A.A.Coombes (Bill Mitch-
ell), of Bembridge Isle of Wight. Her actual pre-
vious ownership and history are yet to be veri-
fied, some unknown details are who built her 
and when? One clue is that she was at some 
point fitted with lifting plates, which could indi-
cate a commercial or military application.  

Exploring the history of Nelson boats 
By 

John Askham 

Cont/…. 

“Emma” 
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I am appealing to the members and former 
members of the Nelson Boat Association for in-
formation relative to these categories of boats 
that might be relevant to the research for my 
book and could be added to the text of the new 
book.  
 
The boats in scope include all the Nelson boat 
types mentioned in the relevant section on our 
website www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk 
(―other links‖). Then all the associated vessels 
(also under ―other links‖ on the website) and 
lastly the boats mentioned in ―A Nelson By An-
other Name‖ written by Steve Brenner, NBOC‘s 
historian. You can find this article on the website 
in the ―Articles‖ section.  
 
Areas of particular interest to me are: 
 
(1) The activities of the various craft and the 
personalities involved. Details of previous com-
mercial service, individual voyages, and other 
similar activities.  
 
(2) Another area is, information on re-fit pro-
jects. A good number of Nelsons have started 
life as commercial or military vessels, and when 
after a number of years, they have completed 

life with their original operators; have been 
bought and converted to a different commercial 
use, or been rebuilt as leisure vessels, not just 
in the United Kingdom, but also some very good 
Dutch conversions.  
 
(3) Finally, but most importantly, the people in-
volved. Who has owned; done what ; been 
where ; how many previous Nelsons ????  
 
(4) The background to those who have, or have 
had a number of boats over the years, What is 
their favorite and why?  
 
Please. Email any information, stories, pictures, 
drawings you may have to me at 
johnj.askham@gmail.com.  I am looking at fin-
ishing my second book by June 1

st
, 2019, so 

there is some urgency to my request. 
 
 
Many thanks,  
John Askham  

http://www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk
mailto:johnj.askham@gmail.com
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I came across her some ten years ago. She was on the hard in Concarneau looking rather lost 
and very sad. Almost at once I had a strange feeling and knew that I should buy her. I was sad-
dened to see such a beautiful boat in such a place..... I asked myself. ‗What would Hornblower 
have done?‘  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At that time my wife and I were very interested in offshore sailing and we had intended to do much 
more of it after my retirement. 
 
My working life had been spent as a veterinarian, but sailing was more or less our full time pas-
sion......... and now a Power Boat?  
 
My wife and I talked at length about the boat and eventually my wife conceded that I could take on 
a second English mistress...... the first being my TR4.   

“Waipiti” : A Story about two Mistresses 
By 

Christian Berriot (*) 

Waipiti today in her homeport Douarnenez 

Cont/…. 
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On the boat are several documents relating to her history. Her first name was Wapiti. She was 
born in 1970 at Weymouth in the Yard of James and Caddy. She was exhibited at the London In-
ternational Boat Show and was called a Weymouth 32. She was in fact a prototype for the Wey-
mouth line of Nelson boats that were to follow.  
 
Today she is fully restored. She sits very snug on her pontoon berth just a few meters from the 
balcony of our waterside home in Douarnenez , Southern Brittany.   
When young Wapiti must have been a rather fickle mistress and she has been in the hands of 
many an Englishman.  I wonder what she thinks now…: being in the hands of an elderly French-
man? One can‘t imagine how proud I am to be the owner of such a fine classic Power Boat.... a 
true Nelson.  
 
(*) Christian and his wife Rosaline are the newest members of the Nelson Boat Owners 
Club. They joined in November 2018. They live in Douarnenez, France 

Christian and Rosaline and the first mistress: Tri-
umph TR4 A (1966) 
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2019 Programme of Events 

Date Event Venue Contact 

Sunday, 
24th February 2019 

UK Winter Lunch The Domus 
Beaulieu Abbey 
Hampshire 
 

Graham Hitchcock 
Graham@hitchcockphoto.co.uk 
 

Saturday, 16th March 2019 Dutch Winter Lunch Amsterdam Marina 
 
Keynote Speech: 
John Askham 
 

Adriaan Roosen 
A.roosen@wxs.nl  
 

Friday, 28th to 
Sunday, 30th June 2019 

UK Summer Rally Yarmouth, 
Isle of Wight 

Paul Gamsa 
gamsa@btinternet.com 
 

Friday, 23rd—Sunday, 
25th August 2019 

Dutch Summer Rally Volendam, Netherlands Floor Heijn 
Floor@thml.nl  
 
Adriaan Roosen 
A.roosen@wxs.nl  
 

Further information will be emailed/sent out prior to each event.  
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UK 2018/19 Winter Lunch 
The Domus, Beaulieu Abbey, Hampshire 

Sunday, 24th February 2019 

The NBOC was founded by Cdr. Peter Thornycroft and Lord Montagu of Beaulieu in 
the RSYC Gins Clubhouse on the River Beaulieu in 1984. Lord Montagu was our 

Commodore until his death in 2015 and Beaulieu was his lifetime home. As the birth-
place of our club it is chosen for the 35th anniversary Winter Lunch.  

 
The Domus is a part of the Cistercian Abbey founded 1203-1204AD by monks from 
the abbey of Cîteaux in France, which survived the dissolution of the Monasteries 

(1536-1541AD). The building has a long and interesting history. 
 

12.30pm : Champagne on Arrival 
Hattingley Valley Classic Reserve NV, made in Hampshire 

 

13.00 : Lunch 
Traditional Roast Beef with all the trimmings or  Vegetable Wellington 

Sticky Toffee Pudding with New Forest (Hampshire) ice cream 
Coffee & Mints 

 

£60.00 per head 
Wines, beer and cider will be available at a cash bar in the room 

Cont/…. 
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Also available to NBOC Members on the same day for use both before and after the lunch, tickets 
at a specially reduced rate of £15 per person which will include entrance to the  Beaulieu Motor 
Museum. the World of Top Gear, The Beaulieu Abbey and cloisters, the Victorian Gardens and 

Beaulieu Palace House. (All Opening Times 10am until 5pm) 
 

These will need to be booked and paid for in advance separately. If you require these please order 
when booking for the lunch.  

 
All Beaulieu prices, discounts and offers can be seen on the  

Beaulieu Motor Museum Website - www.beaulieu.co.uk/  
 

============================================ 
 

Reservations & Bookings 
Graham Hitchcock  

graham.hitchcock@ntlworld.com     Tel: 020 8304 0266 or 07860 203970 
 

Payment 
Please send £60 per person to : 

The Treasurer NBOC - Harry Standley, Yew Tree Farm, Laxfield, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP13 8HG 
 

Or 
 

by Bank Transfer   -  Bank: HSBC, Sort Code:  40-40-19, Account Name: Nelson Boat Owners 
Club, Account Number: 91056492 Reference:  2019 Lunch 

 
The booking cannot be confirmed until payment is received. 

 
Details of the use of the special entrance and parking arrangements and also the Special Rate At-

tractions  Tickets (if ordered) will be provided when the booking is confirmed. 

 

Bookings must be made by Tuesday, 5th February 2019 at the latest 

mailto:graham.hitchcock@ntlworld.com?subject=
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Dutch 2018/19 Winter Lunch 
Amsterdam 

Saturday, 16th March 2019 
 

Keynote Speech by John Askham 
―Exploring the History of  the ‗Nelson Boats‘‖ 

 

VENUE 
AMSTERDAM MARINA 

Restaurant Loetje aan het 1J, Komnbuis Zaal 
Directions: Take the free foot ferry behind Central Station across the 1J to NDSM 

 
TIME 

12.00 noon 
 

COST 
€55.00 per person 

 
RESERVATIONS 

Email Adriaan Roosen at aroosen@planet.nl   
 

Pamyment by bank transfer to: 
A M de Nachtegaal IBAN number NL58INGB0003 8167 99 

Quote reference:  Nelson Club Winter Lunch 
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UK 2019 Summer Rally 
Yarmouth, Isle of Wight 

Friday, 28th to Sunday, 30th June 2019 

Friday 
Informal Fish & Chips evening 

Saturday 
Rally Dinner—Solent Yacht Club 

Sunday 
AGM 

Contact & Information 
 

Paul Gamsa 
Mob: 07989 068526 

Email: Gamsa@btinternet.com  
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Dutch 2019 Summer Rally 
Volendam 

Friday, 23rd—Sunday, 25th August 2019 

TENTATIVE PROGRAM 
 

Saturday 
Predicted log contest & cruise 

 
Dinner : Art Hotel Spaander, Volendam 

 
Sunday 

AGM 

CONTACT & INFORMATION 
 

Adriaan Roosen (a.roosen@plant.nl)  
Floor Heijn (floor@thml.nl) 

Andries de Nachtegaal (amdenacthegaal@ziggo.nl) 



 

53 

www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk 

NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2018 

www.nelsonyachts.co.uk 

We are actively looking for Nelsons, and other semi-displacement motor boats for the brokerage and have 

launched a new, more user-friendly, website. 

If you are looking to buy or sell a Nelson or similar type of boat, or just wish to discuss the possibility, please 

contact either: 

Harry on 07778 682909 

or 

Steve on 07803 202311 
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IN MEMORIAM 

COLIN POLLARD 

Vice Commodore 

1942—2018 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are deeply saddened by the death of Colin Pollard. Colin was a founding member of the 
Nelson Boat Owners Club and his contributions to the Nelson Boat Owners Club are many. 
Colin was a genuinely nice man, a gifted speaker, and a good friend who could always be relied 
on. He maintained a truly positive attitude throughout his life even though health problems of 
him and Moira oftentimes caused him difficulty. But rarely did he miss any of the Club events 
and Colin‘s after-dinner speeches were always something to look forward to. A memorable one 
was a speech at a rally in Bembridge a few years ago that he started as follows: 
 
“Welcome everybody in this magnificent dining room and do accept by being here that your fas-
cination with Nelson boats defines you as being wildly eccentric…” 
 
For a moving tribute to Colin and the 4 Pollards, do not miss Sandy Pollard‘s ―The end of an 
Era‖ starting on page 4.  


