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An aerial shot taken by member Maurits Zeinstra of his Weymouth 51’ 

‘Leg8nd’ using his new drone.  See article on page 27 
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Dear members, 
 
2019 has been a great year, with the weather gods smiling on us for our UK and 
Dutch Summer rallies.  In Yarmouth we had a good turnout with 20 Nelsons and 
their crews attending and a very convivial time was had by all. 
 
Earlier in the year the two Winter lunches were absolutely splendid.  The UK 
Winter lunch was held in The  (slightly cold) ‗Domus‘ Beaulieu Abbey on 24th 
February.  The Dutch Winter lunch was held in Amsterdam Marina on 16th March 
and we were treated to a splendid talk about Nelson design by John Askham, who 
designed the Nelson 40 as well as many other Nelsons.  Please see more 
information on those very successful events in this Newsletter. 
 
Many Nelson owners have travelled far and wide in their vessels and we have 
included reports on just a few of their travels.  Adriaan Roosen, our esteemed 
Commodore, and his wife Karien have continued their travels in ‗Talisman‘ from 
Sicily to Greece (the long way round) which is well described in their article. 
 
‗Braveheart‘, Caroline Russell & John Gearing‘s Seaward Nelson 35, had a very 
interesting trip back from Scotland and their article gives a good insight into their 
trip home to the Isle of Wight. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all in 2020 and wish you a super Nelson boating 
year. 
 
Steve Brenner 
Vice Commodore 

INTRODUCTION 
by 

Steve Brenner 
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UK 2019 Winter Lunch—Beaulieu Abbey 
Sunday, 24th February 2019 

by 
Steve Brenner 

As Beaulieu is the birthplace of the NBOC, it was decided that we should hold the 
35th anniversay Winter Lunch in the Domus at Beaulieu Abbey.  The Domus is a 
part of the Cistercian Abbey founded  circa 1203AD by monks from the Abbey of 
Citeaux in France. It survived the dissolution of the Monasteries (1536-1541AD) 
and has a long and interesting history. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had champagne on arrival at 12.30pm followed by a delicious roast lunch with 
all the trimmings.   
 
As you all know, I had an accident in the autumn of 2018 and this was my first 
outing since that so I particularly enjoyed it. Its good to be back! 
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The Dutch Winter Lunch 
Amsterdam 

Saturday, 16th March 2019 
by  

Adriaan Roosen 

This year‘s winter lunch was held at the former NDSM Boat Yards premises in 
Amsterdam Marina (www.amsterdammarina.com). The turnout was very good with 
a strong representation also from the UK (see pictures).  
We were guests at Orange Nautical Services for a tour of this impressive boat 
storage, maintenance and super-yacht refit hosting center in Zaandam 
(www.nauticalservices.nl). The company was started and is run by Maurits 
Zeinstra. In 2018 Maurits and his wife Bettina became the owners of Leg8nd (ex 
Flinter), a Weymouth 51/Talisman 49 and joined our club.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cont/... 

Orange Nauticlal Services 

http://www.amsterdammarina.com
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The 2019 Dutch Winter Lunch cont‘d…. 
 

We then went to the restaurant for an excellent lunch and a superb key-note 
speaker, John Askham, who had travelled across to speak to us about his book 
―The Nelson 40‖, a historical perspective – 50 years on‖. (some copies still 
available) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John is an excellent speaker and the Nelson story is captivating; and with the 
attentive audience spellbound, his presentation and audiovisuals made it the 
highlight of the event . 
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The Dutch 2019 Summer Rally 
Volendam 

Friday, 23rd—Sunday 25th August 2019 
by  

Adriaan Roosen 

It was a beautiful sunny weekend in Amsterdam with 12 Nelson boats in 
Volendam‘s municipal port  and 40+ attending the events. The highlights were the 
squadron exercise on Saturday with all the Nelsons participating and with 
manoeuvres being filmed from the ground with a drone. The film will be shown for 
the first time at the Dutch winter lunch on 7th March 2020 and will then become 
generally available. 

 
Cont/... 

Photo: Maurits Zeinstra 
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The highlight of the evening was the keynote speech by David Cross about his 
accident with Blue Venture, the aftermath and the long way to restoration. The 
many pictures of Blue Venture in various stages of disrepair were extremely 
enlightening. When David showed his picture of Blue Venture‘s hull being pierced 
by the lorry‘s freight support mount, the horror could be read on everybody‘s face 
in the room, without exception.  

 
Cont/... 

Photos: Maurits Zeinstra 

The Dutch 2019 Summer Rally cont‘d…. 
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On Saturday afternoon we followed up with a true Volendam tradition by having a 
fancy-dress photo shoot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cont/... 

David Cross—our keynote speaker 

The Dutch 2019 Summer Rally cont‘d…. 
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The uplifting part was David‘s description of the restoration, a process that David 
and Carol remained very involved with.  Blue Venture was relaunched on 9th 
October 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
On Sunday the AGM took 20 minutes with the majority of the time spent on the 
planning of the Amsterdam Sail rally in 2020 (see elsewhere in this newsletter). At 
the AGM Louk and Marijke Vrijenhoek made a surprise visit. They are among the 
founding members of the Dutch chapter and it was great to see both of them in 
great form. 

 

Power of  the drone—Maurits Zeinstra 

The Dutch 2019 Summer Rally cont‘d…. 
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The UK 2019 Summer Rally 
Yarmouth 

A Story in a Picture 
Friday, 28th—Sunday 30th June 2019 

by  
Adriaan Roosen 

Cont’d….. 
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Cont’d….. 

‘In commemoration of Colin & Eric Pollard’ 

Sandy Pollard & Colin & Eric’s niece, Chris Lloyd 

The UK 2019 Summer Rally cont‘d…. 
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Cont’d….. 

Steve Brenner on his way to the rally 

on board Tralaw—Humber 35 

Steve’s Happy Crew 

Karien Roosen 

& 

Grietje Brenner 

The UK 2019 Summer Rally cont‘d…. 
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Cont’d….. 

Watching the Round the Island Race 

The Nelson fleet in Yarmouth Harbour 

The UK 2019 Summer Rally cont‘d…. 



 

15 

www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk 

 

NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2019 

Dinner 
A good time was had by all!! 

The AGM on Sunday, 30th June 2019 
The new—enlarged—Board in action 

The UK 2019 Summer Rally cont‘d…. 
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The Talisman Short Sea Discovery Project—Year 3 
By 

Adriaan & Karien Roosen 
www.talisman.amsterdam 

1. Introduction 

In last year‘s newsletter we wrote extensively about our project to circumnavigate 
Europe on Weymouth 51 ―Talisman‖. We left Amsterdam in 2017. After winter stops 
in La Coruna (2017) and Sicily (2018), we left Sicily in April 2019 for a voyage to 
Croatia, Montenegro and Greece. We completed our 2019 voyage when Talisman 
arrived in Kilada (Peloponnesus) and was lifted out at the shipyard of 
Basimakopoulos on 2nd October.  We will think carefully about our next year‘s 
objectives and will update you on our plans early next year. 

Cont/…. 

Total distance: 1350 nm; 4 countries; 32 
ports and marinas: 

(1) Ionian Sea Italy to Croatia: Riposto, 
Rocello, S.Maria di Leuca, Brindisi, 
Dubrovnik  

(2) Adriatic Sea: Dubrovnik, Korcula, Milna, 
Trogir, Skradin, Jezera, Vodice, Road Trip to 
The North, Vrbosa, Palmizana, Korcula, 
Dubrovnik  

(3) Gulf of Kotor: Porto Montenegro, 
Budva, Kotor  

(4) Ionian Sea (Greece): Corfu, Preveza, 
Meganisi, Lefkas, Megalonghi, Kiato, 
Corinth.  

(5) Aegean Sea: Epidaurus, Piraeus, Hydra, 
Porto Heli, Kilada. 

 
Passage Notes in our Blog at 
www.talisman.amsterdam 

The Talisman Short Sea Discovery Project – year 3 

http://www.talisman.amsterdam
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Underway 

This year we have been on Talisman, on and off, for about 5 months. Some people may 
wonder what life underway looks like in the confined space of a small boat. When we have 
a large distance to cover – say 80/100nm between sunrise and sunset, we get up at 4.30am 
in the spring (sunrise at 5am) and at 6:45am in the fall (sunrise at 7:15). We have been 
sleeping in the forward cabin lately as this one is much quieter than the larger aft cabin 
with water noisily slapping against the stern all the time. The evening before we will have 
prepared the boat in that everything on deck is stowed securely, the basic engine checks 
have been completed, the cabins are neat and tidy and the passage for tomorrow is 

entered into the Garmin navigation 
system. When it is time to leave, I disconnect 
the shore power (when in port), start the 
engines and with the help of Karien, we 
remove the gangway to the shore and stow 
this heavy item securely. We are then ready 
to leave: I then remove the mooring lines at 
the bow, take the helm on the flying bridge 
and slowly move Talisman away from her 
berth with Karien slipping the stern lines aft. 
If we do not have mooring lines but are using 
our own anchor, the procedure is different: 
Karien slips the stern lines and takes the 
helm, starting to move Talisman slowly in the 
direction of the anchor chain.  I operate the 
anchor winch on the bow and relay course 
corrections via our duplex headphones (very 
useful) to keep Talisman moving in the 
direction of the anchor. When the anchor is 
lifted and stowed securely, Karien then takes 
Talisman out of the anchorage.  

 

Cont/…. 

Hydra, Greece – Rocna 40 anchor, 30mts 12mm chain 

out and 2 stern lines 

The Talisman Short Sea Discovery Project—Year 3 cont‘d…. 
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Since June we have always run the boat from our flying bridge because of the gorgeous 
weather. Pretty soon after our departure there is fresh coffee, tea and a small sandwich. I 
will run the boat about 2/3 of the time and Karien’s watch will cover about 1/3 and with 
added responsibility for lunch which we usually have around 1:00pm. We always run the 
boat on autopilot and on a watch the most important responsibilities are to (1) monitor the 
engine temperature gauges (2) check for traffic visually, via the automatic identification 
system AIS and – in case of poor visibility – via radar (3) watch out for any floating 
obstructions such as lobster pots, fishing nets and floating junk or flotsam (4) check our 
progress on the Garmin navigation system and cross check with the paper charts inside. 
When we get close to our destination I study the paper charts for the best approach and 
look up the port contact information and VHF channel. Karien then prepares the deck for 
arrival with the dock lines in place and the fenders hanging off the sides. If this is an 
anchorage, Karien brings in Talisman with me on the anchor winch. If it is a port with 
mooring lines, I bring the boat in, Karien then secures the stern lines with me picking up 
the mooring lines and Karien keeping Talisman in a stationary position at the helm. With 
everything secure, when in port, we place the gangway and attach the shore power. After a 
hot shower we then smarten up and go out for dinner that same evening. 

 

Cont/…. 

Through the Corinth Canal (Sept 

The Talisman Short Sea Discovery Project—Year 3 cont‘d…. 
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The ultimate relationship challenges 
Somebody wrote: “wherever your relationship is headed, cruising will get it there faster”. 
On our boat we have about 40m2 of living space inside and another 10m2 outside under 
the bimini on the flybridge. Sometimes entire weeks go by in which we are never farther 
then 10m from each other. Our blog will attest that cruising poses an impressive array of 
trials. We are frequently asked how we deal with this intense togetherness which happens 
by default. Rebecca Guillote writes about this in the July/August issue of the US magazine 
Passagemaker (www.passagemaker.com). She articulates a few of the practices that she 
tries to integrate into their daily lives to keep their relationship healthy: (1) spend time 
apart, (2) swap roles if you have fallen into a job-dividing habit that encourages frustration, 
(3) show appreciation, (4) meet people, (5) do  bicker but know when to move 
on. Unconsciously we have been doing some of it but Rebecca’s list is helpful as she 
approaches our challenge in a structured and rational way. We get better at it too; which is 
not to say that we are immune to the stress, and trials of our live-aboard lifestyle. There is 
one other thing that really helps us: after every 
passage when the engines have been shut down 
and Talisman is safely moored, we sit down on the 
aft deck with a beer and we discuss what went 
well and where we can improve, or do things 
differently next time. Priceless! 
 
Nelson Boat Owners Club 
The great thing about our NBOC membership this 
year was the 2 days we spent with Sadie and 
Denis of ZULU and their friends near Lefkas and 
Meganisi, with Floor & Ineke of DE BARK for 10 
days in Croatia and our meeting in the Aegean of 
Huib and Lisbeth on their Northline TINN. 
Testimony to lasting friendships across borders in 
this fantastic club. 

NBOC friends Floor & Ineke in the Adriatic Cont/…. 

The Talisman Short Sea Discovery Project—Year 3 cont‘d…. 

http://www.passagemaker.com/
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About losing our port engine (twice) in the Ionian Sea 

We had been waiting in Riposto for 4 days because of bad weather. On 26th April 
we got what looked like a reasonable weather window and we left Riposto early for 
the 80nm shake down run to Rocello at the bottom of the Italian boot. We did have 
1.5-metre wind waves every 3 seconds on the nose, but the forecast was for things 
to calm down gradually. Talisman deals with these seas very well but it does make 
for a rather uncomfortable ride. About 20nm out of Riposto, with the seas still 
increasing, our port engine suddenly  stopped. Karien took over pointing Talisman 
into the waves at very reduced speed on the starboard engine only. I went into the 
engine room to replace the diesel filter, suspecting that sludge from the tank had 
come loose because of the constant pounding from the waves, thus fouling the 
filter. However, I could not get the engine going again and we had to come to a 
complete stop. This caused Talisman to roll very badly for a few minutes that 
seemed like hours.  

Cont/…. 

Tinn: Huib & Lisbeth with family 
members in the Aegean Sea  

With Denis & Sadie Wilkins in the Ionian 

The Talisman Short Sea Discovery Project—Year 3 cont‘d…. 
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“Windmilling” is the turning of a propeller without engine power because of the 
second engine making way under power. Luckily, I had read about this scenario 
and that securing the shaft with a rope was the only way to prevent the Twin Disk 
gearbox overheating of the port engine. 
 
 
 
 

Fortunately, I was able to secure the shaft of the port engine quickly (see picture). 
Karien throttled up the starboard engine and now going with the waves, we 
stumbled back to Riposto where we arrived a good few hours later. 
 
We had a MAN engineer come out and he suspected air in the fuel system. 
After bleeding the engine, he promised this would not happen again. I was 
embarrassed not to have thought about this possibility myself. On 28th April we left 
again and this time in fine weather. But the problem had not been fixed, the port 
engine stopped yet again, and we had to return to port after 2 hours. After the MAN 
engineer had come out a second time to take apart the entire fuel line, reconnect all 
the pipes and hoses and thus assuring that no air could enter the fuel system 
anywhere, we left for the third time on 1

st
 May. 

 
Narrow escape 
As to mechanical problems, we had a broken water hose (yet again) and this was 
fixed in Croatia (after a week without running water in the aft section of the boat).  

Cont/…. 

Shaft of port engine secured  Suspected air leak/faulty filter O-ring  

The Talisman Short Sea Discovery Project—Year 3 cont‘d…. 
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When approaching Vodice on 3rd June Karien said she was smelling diesel fuel. 
When I went to have a look, I found diesel spraying from a faulty O-ring on a fuel 
filter straight onto the hot port engine. We shut down the engine and limped into 
Vodice on the starboard engine. We fixed the problem ourselves by replacing the 
filter. Then I did some further research: the temperature of the engine block is about 
80-degrees (Celsius) when running. On-line I checked the auto-ignition point (the 
lowest temperature at which diesel fuel spontaneously ignites without a flame or a 
spark). For diesel the auto-ignition temperature is a safe >200-degrees Celsius. But 
the flashpoint (the lowest temperature for combustion when there is a flame or 
spark), is a very worrying range of between 52-82 degrees Celsius. We were lucky 
this time… 
 
The Ionian – the best we have experienced in 3 years of crusing 
This body of water is on the west side of Greece and it includes the islands Corfu, 
Lefkas and Meganisi where we spend a few weeks in early September. Greece 
was an eye opener for us after a long and rewarding spring in Croatia and a hot 
summer in Montenegro. The Ionian is truly the most attractive area where we have 
been in 3 years of cruising in ten European countries. The scenery is stunning, the 
climate is fantastic (in the spring and in the fall), cost is low and – crucially – the 
Greek people in general are extremely welcoming, friendly and among the nicest 
we have met anywhere.  The infrastructure for cruising varies with mega marinas 
(Corfu and Lefkas), small attractive and rustic island ports (Meganisi) to beautiful 
anchorages (off Corfu, Lefkas and Meganisi). 

 

Adriaan & Karien Roosen 

Amsterdam, 26th November 2019 

www.talisman.amsterdam 

Fantastic Ionian 

The Talisman Short Sea Discovery Project—Year 3 cont‘d…. 

http://www.talisman.amsterdam


 

23 

www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk 

 

NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2019 

Bringing ‗Braveheart‘ home from Scotland 
By 

Caroline Russell & John Gearing 

Last year Braveheart, our Seaward Nelson 35, was transported by truck up to Kip 
Marina on the Clyde where we joined her and had a few weeks in the Hebrides. 
 
This year our plan was to sail back to the Isle of Wight where we now live 
permanently. So on Saturday, 18

th 
 May we arrived in Ardferm Yacht haven, near 

Oban where Braveheart had been over the winter. We didn‘t have a lot of spare 
time this year so planned fairly long passages in between our stops. 
 
The first passage was to Rathlin Island just off the North coast of Ireland, east of 
the Giant‘s Causeway. We went down the Sound of Jura on a calm sunny 
morning spotting a minke whale and two bottlenose dolphins. Arriving at Rathlin 
had to be carefully planned because of the fierce tidal currents all around the 
island and we were unfortunately on a spring tide. Despite arriving at the best 
time we still had very lumpy seas on the west of the island. However, it was all 
worth it because we had a very friendly welcome and were the only visitors in 
harbour. The island is beautiful with many lovely walks and surrounded by 
nesting sea birds, puffins, guillemots, razorbills, kittiwakes and fulmars  
 

Cont/…. 
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Two days later we headed off for Strangford Lough, 
first passing through the North Channel where the 
Atlantic squeezes its way through the narrow 
channel between Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
The day however was sunny and the sea 
wonderfully smooth as we passed through the 
entrance to Strangford Lough and berthed on the 
small pontoon at Strangford. Again we had a 
wonderful Irish welcome and found that Strangford 
was a delightful small town.  
 
Next morning we got up early and travelled further 
into the Lough where we anchored for breakfast 
watched by a few inquisitive cows.  
 
 

We then left Ireland and headed for the Isle of Man passing through Calf Sound 
between the Isle of Man and the Calf of Man and close to the Chicken Rock 
lighthouse. We locked into the inner harbour at Douglas and went off on the 
Steam railway. As John is a railway enthusiast the next day we went on the 
electric railway and the Snaefell mountain railway which goes to the highest point 
of the island. From here one is meant to be able to see Scotland, Ireland, 
England and Wales.  However, we could only see the Isle of Man as it was misty. 
After lunch we set off on one of the longest passages to Pwllheli in Wales. 
 
This was a convenient stop but not very inspiring and next day we moved onto 
Neyland Marina in Milford Haven. This passage was one of the most exciting, 
trying to time the tidal streams so that we went around St Davids Head at slack 
tide. We passed through Ramsey sound and then on the outside of Skomer and 
Skokholm Islands before heading into Milford Haven. This was a wonderful area 
for wildlife. We saw many gannets, guillimots and small puffins scuttling out of the 
way and as we turned into Milford haven we were joined by a school of common 
dolphins. I have not mentioned yet that we were not just two on our boat, we 

Cont/…. 

Braveheart on the pontoon at 
Strangford 

Bringing ‗Braveheart‘ home from Scotland cont‘d... 
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were accompanied by our 8 year old labradoodle who certainly made life aboard 
more interesting. She loved the dolphins and made strange noises when they 
appeared as if communicating with them. 
 
Next stop was Padstow. We arrived close to high tide but gingerly passed over 
the Doombar at the entrance to the Camel River. It wasn‘t long before we were 
tucked up in the small inner harbour, right in the centre of Padstow, drinking a 
pint of Doombar and eating Rick Stein fish 
and chips. 
 
We were cautious about our next passage 
to the Isles of Scilly so waited for calm 
weather. The worst part of the journey was 
going past Land‘s End where we probably 
went too close to the shore but then 
everything settled towards the Scillies. The 
Islands are so low lying that they are not 
clearly visible before one gets fairly close. 
When they did appear it was a magical 
moment. 
 
We sailed around the north of the islands to 
the west side to visit the Bishop rock 
lighthouse and then through the channel to 
St Marys harbour. The wind over the next 
two days blew up to force 7 so we stayed 
put and enjoyed the islands including 
Tresco Abbey Gardens. We were also there 
for the swim-run races where teams had 
come from all over the world to run over the islands and swim between them in 
teams. Luckily on race day the wind had calmed and the sea was smooth again. 
It was therefore a good time for us to leave for our next stop, Falmouth. On the 
way we went close to the Wolf Rock lighthouse and on past The Lizard. 

Cont/…. 

Braveheart in Padstow Harbour 

Bringing ‗Braveheart‘ home from Scotland cont‘d... 
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From Mylor, Falmouth we crossed over to Dartmouth making a slight detour to 
visit the Eddystone lighthouse.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have a particular interest in the Rock lighthouses of the South West as they 
were all built by my great, great, grandfather, Sir James Douglass with his father 
and son. They all look very similar but not as elegant as they must have done 
before their helipads were installed. We were lucky enough to get very close to 
them all but imagined what it must be like in very different severe weather 
conditions. 
 
Our final passage across Lyme bay and back to Yarmouth was livened up by a 
pan pan call from a becalmed yacht with engine failure. Fortunately there were 
three vessels nearby who all responded and the airwaves were busy for ages. 
 
The most important thing for us on this trip was to timing everything so that we 
passed the headlands as near as possible to slack tide. That made for 
comfortable passages especially for the dog! 
 
We travelled 766 miles and had 9 ports of call in 5 different countries. 
 
Caroline Russell and John Gearing 

Bringing ‗Braveheart‘ home from Scotland cont‘d... 
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Those who attended the summer rally in Volendam this year might already know 
that I also own a drone. This probably triggered our commodore Adriaan to ask 
me to write an article about my personal experience with this ultimate gadget. As 
there are many articles, reviews and stories to be found about drones on the 
web, I won‘t bore you with an excessive description of my own experiences. 
However, I could not stop myself from putting some useful links at the end.  
 
Buying a drone 
As a hobby photographer I have followed the development of consumer drones 
from the beginning. I must , however, admit that my15-year-old son persuaded 
me to take the final step into a specialized drone shop to buy our toy. He loves 
gadgets, but at his age doesn‘t quite have the resources to purchase them. I 
have no regrets and so far I have enjoyed every flight. 
 
An advantage of stepping into a specialized shop over ordering online is the 
possibility to get expert advice from the shop crew. From my photography 
background I had some specific wishes with respect to the quality and 
characteristics of the on-board camera. This automatically got me in a range of 
high-end kit. The seller however advised me to first buy a cheap toy drone. He 
explained that only when I was able to fly and control that one, should I allow 
myself the luxury of a high-end model with lots more bells and whistles. Good 
advice, as I certainly wanted to avoid a nightmare scenario of an expensive 
drown slowly disappearing in the depths of the North Sea.  
 

Flying the H2Drone, great fun on board! 
by  

Maurits Zeinstra 

DIJ Phantom 4 Pro 

Cont/…. 
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We purchased a simple drone (toy) for (some) € 30,-. This drone was hard to fly 
as it is not equipped with GPS stabilization (and with the light weight are quite 
nervous flyers).  
 
Learning to fly a drone 
Operating the drone is easy for anyone with some basic knowledge about 
electronic devices and if you can operate an iPad you should be able to fly a 
drone. Helpful are the many tutorials available on YouTube.  Pick a quiet 
―obstacle free‖ area and just start practicing.  
Some weeks and many crashes later, I felt ready to spend more serious money 
and I bought a DJI (brand) Phantom 4 pro with 2 additional batteries. An 
investment of circa € 2k. 
 

Flying the DJI was so easy and so 
much fun, that I forgot to make photos 
or movies initially. Operating the 
camera while flying was,  however, a 
challenge for the first couple of times. 
I have followed Photography courses 
in the past but flying any value 
between 25 and 250 metres above 
earth makes all rules I learned about 
composition almost worthless. I had to 
discover and learn about the new 
perspectives from above. Eager for perfection, I aimed for the ―wow‖ effect in 
images. It took me some time, but think I found my way around. 
 

Regulatory environment 
The number of private, commercial and military drones is increasing rapidly, and 
regulations have followed everywhere in Europe. Always check on the local rules 
and regulations as they differ by country. Most of the high-end drones have 
software with GPS and they ask you to update software before almost every 
flight. This provides the machine with details on ―no flight‖ zones. The Dutch 
authorities provide an online map with details on this subject.  

Cont/…. 

Monnickedam 2019  

Flying the H2Drone, great fun on board! cont‘d…. 
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In general, there are regulations with restriction on what is allowed and what is 
not. For use on open water you will mostly have enough flight area most of the 
time. It is not allowed to fly over public roads, waterways such as traffic channels, 
crowded locations and residential areas.  
 
For now, private use of drones is still allowed for anyone and drones in the 
Netherlands are not yet equipped with an identifier. Commercial pilots on the 
other hand need to have a license and drone registrations to track the owner. I 
expect the regulations for private pilots to change soon. The noise a drone 

produces is quit annoying. The buzzy 
sound makes annoyed people look up 
in the air. I try to avoid this, by flying in 
the early morning, late evening or in 
abandoned areas. In the few cases I 
have been caught flying, people were 
still curious and got enthusiastic about 
the possibilities. Especially sharing the 
results creates good will instead of 
anger. 
 
 

Photography aspects 
The result of images and movies are visible 
directly on my Iphone, I mainly use the photo 
option, are surprisingly good, with high 
resolution and stable images. For publications 
on social media or company promotions I 
always use some kind of photo software, 
Adobe light room for example, to get an even 
better result.  

Cont/…. 

Winter 2018/2019 – Main Channel into Amsterdam  

Flying the H2Drone, great fun on board! cont‘d…. 



 

30 

www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk 

 

NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 2019 

With the upcoming regulations in the back of my mind I shoot many images 
which I save in RAW-format on a hard disk to be edited in the future. I have 
already ordered some of my images on plexiglass or photo paper. 
 
Tips & Tricks 
As mentioned before, flying the drone is quite easy. The GPS signal and 
stabilization functions make it hover and remain stationary when operating 
leavers on the remote control are released. In the safe-flight-mode sensors all 
around the drone avoid collision with trees, masts, etc. As far as I know most 
drones will also warn you when battery is low and even return home to starting 
point before complete loss of power.  
 
This is where it gets tricky operating from your boat… 
 
You would either need a proper cruise ship, or a practiced pilot and a brave 
copilot to catch the drone from the air before landing. The times I took off from 
our boat, my son was there to help me. A blue sky, mild breezes and low waves 
on the coast above northern Germany and on the Baltic Sea made us feel secure 
enough to take off. Before landing, we stopped our boat and I asked my wife and 
daughter to seek safety inside. My son operated the drone and directed it 
towards the foredeck where I was standing to catch it. Doable? Yes! Happy? No, 
these manoeuvres come with some 
serious risks. The propeller blades are like 
razorblades rotating at high speed. 
 
An alternative is to stay on shore and let 
someone else drive your drone or boat. 
 
Nonetheless we succeeded and got some 
great pictures as a reward. 

Cont/…. 
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In Summary 
If you are considering buying your drone, I certainly recommend taking the step 
and becoming a pilot. You can get a lot of information from the internet and in 
specialized stores. Would I buy the same drone again? No, there are smaller 
folding ones available nowadays with similar camera quality, but they weigh less, 
and they are smaller, which makes it easier to carry them along on a holiday. An 
extra battery and memory card always turn out to be helpful as flying time is 
limited.  
 
Enjoy your flight and for questions please feel to contact me in a personal 
message.  
Maurits Zeinstra – Halmatic Talisman ―Leg8nd‖  
For Dutch pilots:  https://droneland.nl 
No flight zones:  https://kadata.kadaster.nl/dronekaart/ 
My favorite brand:  https://www.dji.com/nl 
Underwater drones: https://www.powervision.me/en/product/powerdolphin 

Flying the H2Drone, great fun on board! cont‘d…. 

https://droneland.nl
https://kadata.kadaster.nl/dronekaart/
https://www.dji.com/nl
https://www.powervision.me/en/product/powerdolphin
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2020 Programme of Events 

Date Event Venue Contact 

Sunday, 
12th January 2020 

UK Winter Lunch Old Royal Naval College 
Greenwich 
 

Graham Hitchcock 
Graham@hitchcockphoto.co.uk 
 

Saturday, 7th March 
2020 

Dutch Winter 
Lunch 

Amsterdam 
 
Keynote Speech: 
Harry Standley 
 

Floor Heijn 
Floor@thml.nl  

Friday, 26th to 
Sunday, 28th June 
2020 

UK Summer Rally Yarmouth, 
Isle of Wight 

Paul Gamsa 
gamsa@btinternet.com 
 

Tuesday, 11th to 
Sunday, 16th August 
2020 

Dutch Summer 
Rally 

Amsterdam Sail 2020 
 
Nelsons to be based at 
Haarlem 
 

Adriaan Roosen 
A.roosen@wxs.nl  
 

Further information will be emailed/sent out prior to each event.  
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UK 2020 Winter Lunch 
Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich 

11.00am—Sunday, 12th January 2020 

Haydn‘s Nelson Mass and the Toast to the Immortal Memory 

of Admiral Lord Nelson 

The Nelson Boat Owners Club together with the 1805 Club are invited by Rev. Pat 
Mann to attend Morning Service in the Royal Navy Chapel where Haydn‘s Mass will 

be performed by the Choir and Organist Jonathan Eyre from the Trinity Laban 
Conservatoire of Music directed by Dr Ralph Allwood, Queens College Cambridge. 

The Sermon will be given by the Venerable Martyn Gough Chaplain of the Fleet RN. 
2020 is the Centenary of The Greenwich, Deptford and Rotherhithe Sea Cadets, 

who we are joining for this 2020 Immortal Memory.  Following the service we are all 
invited to join the congregation for morning coffee in the St.Mary Undercroft together 

with The GRD Sea Cadets and congregation. 
 

We will be called to lunch at 1.15pm Naval Grace at 1.30pm  
 

We will be conducted to the King Charles Wing of the College to The Admiral‘s 
House, which was occupied by Nelson‘s Hardy while he was the Governor of 

Greenwich Hospital during which time he was promoted to Vice Admiral.  
 

After Lunch we move to the Painted Hall for the Immortal Memory Toast. 
 

With recent restorations completed in the Painted Hall where Admiral Lord Nelson 
lay in State and after the tolling of the muffled Chapel Bell we will make the toast to 

the Immortal Memory to Admiral Lord Nelson   
(Some may remember our last lunch was in support of the refurbishment and 

conservation of the Painted Hall)  
 

The inclusive cost will be £55.00 per person 
 

To make a reservation please contact: 
graham.hitchcock@ntlworld.com  

Tel: 020 8304 0266   
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We are pleased to invite you to the Dutch winter lunch on the spectacular REM 
oilrig in Amsterdam on Saturday 7th March at 12:00. We have booked the entire 
structure. 
The former rig became part of history when the first Dutch commercial TV station in 
the sixties started broadcasting from its position in the Northsea, well outside the 
reach of the Dutch authorities.  (www.remeiland.com) 
 
The program is as follows: 
12:00 Reception 
12:45 3-course lunch 
14:15 Premiere of the drone film recorded at the Nelson rally in  
          Volendam 
14:20 Keynote speech by Harry Standley  ―Cruising in the Baltic‖ 
 
We are delighted to have Harry speak about his 12 years‘ experience of cruising in 
the Baltic. This will be interesting for both novices (how to prepare, what to watch 
out for) as well as for experienced seafarers as Harry has promised to divulge 
some of his most treasured anchorages and destinations. 

 
Contact details: REM Eiland, Haparandadam 45-2, 1013AK 
Amsterdam (Houthavens) 
Car with parking near the entrance (parking fee). 
From Central Stn: bus 48, stop ―Koivistokade‖, every 15 mins  
Easy access to the restaurant via elevator or (for the brave) 
stairs.  
 

Reservations: via email to aroosen@planet.nl or floor@thml.nl 
Cost: 50Euros / GBP43 per person (excluding alcoholic drinks which will be 

charged separately) 
 

Payment in advance please, Reference:  WINTER LUNCH 

Euros: Andries de Nachtegaal IBAN NL58 INGB 0003 8167 99  

Sterling: Adriaan Roosen, Lloyds TSB, Account 00871488, sort code 30-91-57 

Dutch 2020 Winter Lunch 
Amsterdam 

Saturday, 7th March 2020 
Keynote Speech by Harry Standley—―Cruising in The Baltic‖ 

mailto:aroosen@planet.nl
mailto:floor@thml.nl
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UK 2020 Summer Rally 
Yarmouth, Isle of Wight 

Friday, 26th to Sunday, 28th June 2020 

Friday 
Informal Fish & Chips evening 

Saturday 
Rally Dinner—Solent Yacht Club 

Sunday 
AGM 

Contact & Information 
 

Paul Gamsa 
Mob: 07989 068526 

Email: Gamsa@btinternet.com  
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Dutch 2020 Summer Rally 
Amsterdam SAIL 

Tuesday, 11th—Sunday 16th August 2020 

Since 1975, Tall Ships from all over the world have been coming to Amsterdam 
every five years. SAIL was first organized 45 years ago by the Port of Amsterdam 
as a celebration for the 700th anniversary of the capital. Thanks to the enormous 
success, it was then decided to repeat this every five year. Over the years, SAIL 
has grown into the largest freely accessible event in the Netherlands.  For the 
tenth time, from 12th to 16th August 2020, Amsterdam will be the setting for 
international Tall Ships, historic vessels (sailing heritage) and naval ships.  
 
In 2015 our Nelson Club participated in this event for the first time. This was 
considered a huge success and we are happy that we will be able to participate 
once again in August 2020. You should be arriving in Haarlem no later than by 
Tuesday August 11. We have secured the use of a jetty in the centre of Haarlem 
for the duration of the festival from the 11

th
 until 16

th
 of August and we will start 

our program with a BBQ on Tuesday evening. 
 

The SAIL-in Parade 

On Wednesday the 12
th
 we will participate in the spectacular start – and highlight 

- of the festival when we will accompany the tall ships from the North Sea locks in 
Ijmuiden, into the centre of Amsterdam (a 10nm journey).  

Cont/…. 
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Our preliminary program is as follows: 
 
Tuesday, 11th August  Arrival in Haarlem with BBQ in the evening 
 
Wednesday, 12th August Participation in the massive Sail-In Parade in the North  
 Sea Channel and on the Amsterdam IJ.  
 Evening dinner in Haarlem (picture 1) 
 
Thursday ,13th August Cruise with our Nelson‘s on the river Het Spaarne and  
 visit to the Cruquius museum with a lunch in the 
 tea house (picture 2 & 3) 
 
Friday, 14th August (see picture 4) aAsemble on a few (smaller) Nelson‘s to 
 join the parade, circling along Amsterdam's quays 
where 
 the tall ships and historic ships are moored. 
 
Saturday ,15th August By bus to Amsterdam with boat trip through the canals, 
 reception and dinner followed by watching the big 
 fireworks display on the IJ (picture 5) 
 
Sunday, 16th August Meeting of members and end of the program 
 at 12 noon. 

Cont/…. 

Picture 1: SAIL-in Parade 2015 

Dutch 2020 Summer Rally cont‘d…. 
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Cont/…. 

Picture 2: Cruising up the river Het 
Spaarne to the Cruquius Museum 

Picture 3: Lunch at the Tea House 

Picture 4: Joining the Parade on Friday 

Picture 5: In the Amsterdam Canals on 
Thursday 

Dutch 2020 Summer Rally cont‘d…. 
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Booking Details: 
A berth and participation can be reserved by bank transfer of the mooring fee of Euro 
80/ GBP 70. This amount covers the berthing fee for the entire 5-day period, more or 
less. The number of available places is limited, and registrations are handled in order 
of receipt of payment.  
 
All other costs for events (meals, museum and transportation) will be charged 
separately and communicated well in advance.  
 
Payment: 
In the Netherlands, payment can be made by transferring Euro 80 to the account of 
our treasurer Andries de Nachtegaal IBAN NL58 INGB 0003 8167 99, referencing 
SAIL 2020. 
 
In the UK this is also possible by transferring GBP 70.00 to Adriaan Roosen at Lloyds 
TSB Account number 00871488, sort code 30-91-57 with reference: SAIL 2020. 
 
We hope that many will be interested in our program and will attend our rally in 
Haarlem for Amsterdam SAIL 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
The organisers: 
 
Adriaan Roosen aroosen@wxs.nl  
Floor Heijn  floor@thml.nl 
Andries de Nachtegaal  amdenachtegaal@ziggo.nl 
Charlotte de Vries  Charlotte@cmrs.nl 
 

Dutch 2020 Summer Rally cont‘d…. 
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www.nelsonyachts.co.uk 

We are actively looking for Nelsons, and other semi-displacement motor boats for the 

brokerage and have launched a new, more user-friendly, website. 

If you are looking to buy or sell a Nelson or similar type of boat, or just wish to discuss 

the possibility, please contact either: 

Harry on 07778 682909 

or 

Steve on 07803 202311 
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IN MEMORIAM 

JACOB (‘JAPPIE’) & AKKE KEULEN 
On 4th April 2019 we received the sad news of the death of Jacob (―Jappie‖) 
Keulen at the age of 89.  Less than 6months later, on 14th September 2019 his 
wife Akke died at the age of 82.  Almost from the start of the club in The 
Netherlads Jappie and Akke were very active members and they participated in 
many rallies on their Landguard ‗Doris‘ and attended every Winter Lunch.  Many of 
us remember the winter lunch in Sneek, many years ago, which was organised by 
Jappie and Akkie. 

In his professiona life Jappie was the 
Captain of a drill ship.  Drill ships are 
special purpose vessels which are used 
for drilling on the ocean beds at deep 
seas.  Such offshore drilling ships, 
relative to their operational peers, have 
coe to be regarded as a sage and sure 
option for extracting gas at sea.  They 
are enormous and Jappie skippered one 
around the world multiple times. 

 

 

In their spare time Jappie and Akke were avid sailors and their 
many voyages took them from Norway in the north and across 
the Baltick to further south.  Akke had also become an 
accomplished painter. 

 

The last few years had not been easy for Jappie and Akke.  
Akke had a bad accident at home and after that her memory 
detioratied steadily.  Jacob had very serious surgery a few 
years ago and he suffered from poor hearing.  The last time 
they were able to attend one of our events was two years ago. 

 

Goodbye Jappie & Akke—Rest in Peace... 

Drill ship—stock photography 

Akke Keulen 


