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Up and Down Some European Waterways

Katriona is a 30 year old Nelson 44 built
in Guersney

Originally named KatranalV.We have
owned her since Oct 1999. We reengined
her in 2003/4 at Silvers on the Clyde
with 375hp Yanmars and upgraded the
Electronics and upholstery.

Having enjoyed motor boating years in
Brittany, Scotland’s West and East Coast
of Ireland and the Orkneys and Norway
;this year we spent 10 weeks in northern
European inland waterways starting in
mid April..

Ramsgate at 6.15 am a brilliant sunny
April morning and no wind Blankenburg
87 miles later at 12 noon for refuelling.
No customs available so onto Antwerp
marina by 6 pm a 138 mile easy day in

10 hours. We left her in the care of the
Brussel’s Royal Yacht Club and returned
on May 3 with my brother and his wife
to venture up the Meuse and into France.
The inclined plane where you enter a
steel box full of water and over mile are
pulled up 90’ vertical feet was a first for
us. Some heavy commercial barge traffic
was encountered until Dinant, narrow
canals and blind bends with no notice

of 90 metre long oncoming barges kept
us on our toes for 30 miles or so. After
Dinant the barge traffic almost ceases
and the scenery is very attractive and
varied, gorges to open meadows but lots
of locks, almost all unmanned. These
are operated from onboard with an
electronic zapper.

We had reasonable pilot books but the
arrival of an uncharted tunnel, with
just only just enough headroom on the
outside of the curve, added interest!

After 90 locks we entered the wide and
lovely Moselle valley. The weather also
improved and our hope of continuing

to Vienna up the river Main and Danube
were abandoned. Too many lochs,

not enough holiday, so our revised
destination was Wiesbaden at the Rhine/
Main junction. Toul is at the junction of a
number of rivers and canals and has any
skills needed. Here we joined the Moselle
valley which has vineyards on any area
which gets any sun, sometimes very steep
slopes. The river itself is often 100 yards
plus wide; but with places to stop quite
limited due to big barge traffic. Most

of the barges were 135 metres long and
look almost new, carrying bulk goods. At
one loch we were delayed by 3% hours

By John Wiltshier

due to heavy commercial traffic. We
were too big to be able to use the sports
boat lochs alongside the main locks.

We had a crew change and two
inexperienced friends joined for a
completely new experience for both of
them. We normally handled Katriona
with just Alison and myself onboard. We
really enjoyed the winding Moselle and
its picturesque villages. After hiring a
car to explore the countryside and do
some wine buying, we left her at Trabin
Trabach for 3 weeks.

We returned with two more friends with
lots of boating experience and after five
days on the gentle Moselle we entered
the Rhine to go upstream at Koblenz

— stream running at 4 knots plus and

lots of heavy and varied traffic. After

a few miles on the Port hand the River
Lahn gives access to 40+ miles of lovely
peaceful boating. Real lockkeepers who
greet you and will delay their normal
lunch hour to see you through their loch,
such a nice change. After 5 lochs and
twenty miles the delightful spa town of
Bad Ems with a magnificent Kursaal built
in 1834 and a funicular to the top of the
hill 300" vertically, well worth a visit but

not mentioned in any of our guide books.

Back to the Rhine %2 day and up to St
Goar the start of the Rhine Gorge lots
of barge traffic, most of those going
upstream were blue boarding i.e. you
pass one starboard to starboard not port
to port as is the normal river rule of the
road. The largest barges and the more
powerful river hotel boats, don’t bother
to stay out of the strongest stream so
you get a series of barges often abeam
of each other, one wanting you to pass
Port to Port and others Starboard to
Starboard, meeting speed 18 knots, the
concentration level is often quite high,
particularly going downstream.

The Rhine gorge stream was up to six
plus knots against us at times and the
traffic quite heavy we were glad after 31
miles to moor in Riidesheim marina the
upstream end of the gorge.

We found all the marinas on the Rhine
very helpful and welcoming. Wiesbaden
has a large lake 2 miles from the town
and five separate mooring areas.

We spent two days here and had our

NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB

last crew change Alison and friends left
and two long standing sailing friends of
mine Peter and Sonia Hodgson joined
for the passage back down the Rhine to
Dordrecht Holland, where a very kind
and helpful Dutch member of the Nelson
Boat owners had arranged a mooring for
three weeks. We found %2 hour spells at
the helm quite long enough given the
intensity of barge traffic and the many
ferries between Koblenz and the Neder
Rhein, which we entered after 180 miles
and three evening stops later. The really
heavy Rhine barge traffic uses the Maas
waterway to Rotterdam et al, which we
avoided.

The peaceful Neder Rhein goes to
Arnhem and the even more restful river
Lek leads into central southern Holland.
Lots of wildlife, cattle and other livestock
paddling at the sides, occasional barge
traffic all very rural. A number of lakes
providing good anchoring and mooring
facilities, some 100 + acres in extent.

Closer to Dordrecht we found some
marinas, one of which Streefkirk had a
really excellent restaurant on site. Then
on the edge of Dordrecht up the River
Wantzi was a peaceful marina of 500 or
so yachts in rural surroundings where we
left Katriona for five weeks.

Alison & | returned on our own in
August and enjoyed 2%z weeks of typical
Dutch cruising lJsselmeer and Southern
Holland’s deltas. On the sea wall at
Flushing the F8 from W, coupled with a
forecast of F11 for German Bight and a
drop in the barometer of 3/10's in one
hour did not encourage a direct passage
home. So in the morning, wind with
the tide, we went up the Scheldt to
Terneuzen then into the Belgian canal
system via Ghent and Bruges to Ostend.
We brought her back to the Medway 10
days later during a favourable weather
window. A very different but most
enjoyable season.
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Tom from Wigan
By Graham Hitchcock

It was the end of a seven and a half
hour run in Boscawen, travelling up
the Seine to Paris from Rouen on a
warm and sunny July day last year.
We were looking out for the space
at the end of the quay at Vernon
for our planned overnight stop, but
saw that it was occupied by a large
white steel motor cruiser. This was
the only place, we had been told by
Paul Gamsa, where the arrival of the
hotel boat Renoir would not require
us to move off. He and his fellow
cruisers, had been disturbed at 3
o’clock in the morning a week earlier
on their way to Paris.

| brought our boat alongside, astern
of Allegro. As | did so a middle aged
man of ample proportions ran to
take first the bow rope from my
crew and then aft to take my stern
rope.

| said “Hello, I'm Graham”.

He replied “Yer a’right, I'm Tom”
“With that accent | take it that your
not from around these parts” ?

“No I'm from Wigan”.

Most of you will be familiar with

a Wigan accent but if not you

will have to try surfing the web,
look at “Fred Dibnah” on You

Tube, its pretty close. Now read

on. | explained the information
that | had been given and at his
kind suggestion we were soon
repositioned alongside his 54 foot
floating palace.

Now people own boats for many
different reasons. Some people like
to keep moving. Some like to be on
their boats but not move them at all.
Some like to paint and polish them
and some don't. | could go on and
on but the one thing a boat does for
you is to form a bond with another
boat owner. So it was with Tom. We
had never met before but we were
immediately best friends. Either that
or he hadn't spoken to anyone else
but his wife for a long time.

He went on to tell me that he and
his wife were on their way to cruise
the Mediterranean. “How long are
you going for”. | asked “Until | drop
down dead or the money runs out”
Was the reply.

He said he had been at Vernon for
a couple of days but couldn’t plug
into the electricity and wanted to
recharge his batteries. | found the
power box for the hotel boat supply
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and it had small sockets down the
side. “l can't plug into those” he
said. | had a French adapter. “You
won't be able to reach there”. |
had an extension. So we connected
his boat to the shore supply and
my boat to his. A favour had been
returned.

Over a cup of tea he told me that he
had built his boat himself.

| asked “How long did that take”.
“Seven years" was his answer.

“Just weekends? ".

“No, six or seven days a week".
Sooner you than me, | thought.

Tom told me that he did it all in an
old disused mill in Wigan. Laying
out the steel panels and assembling
them to the frames temporarily until
he was happy.

He had even cut a hole in the ceiling
so that he could view the layout
from above: “ I'll tell you Graham,

| always reckon that if something
looks about right than it probably
is.” He altered the plans and made
the boat as large as he could and
still take it to the Mediterranean
through the locks and under bridges
on the French canals.

His helpers had been mates of Fred
Dibnah and they suggested that

he rivet it all up. “Our Fred would
have used rivets”. “ | told ‘em,
Graham, our Fred's dead I'm welding
it”. When he was happy it was all
numbered, dismantled and taken
outside of the mill to be welded up
by a professional welder. | saw the
photos taken during construction,
and the result was terrific. He
completed all of his own joinery,

(he had been a professional joiner

). His owner’s cabin was bigger than
my bedroom at home. It had big
beautiful fitted wardrobes and an en
suite, fully tiled, full sized wet room!
| could tell you of the huge covered
aft deck, the 42 inch flat screen TV,
the guest cabins, the bathroom. Yes,
bathroom with a full size bath! But
we had to eat so we left Tom and
Julia and | went off to explore the
town.

Just as the main course of dinner
arrived at the table my mobile
phone rang.

“Hello it's Jimmy”

“Hello Jimmy”

“What's the name of your boat?”
“Boscawen, why?”

“l was looking at a boat like yours
but I couldn’t remember the name”
“Where are you Jimmy?”

“I'm in a little town in France called
Vernon, down by the river looking at
a boat like yours and it is yours.”
“|s it tied up alongside a big white
cruiser”

“Yes"

"“Is there a big bloke on the aft
deck”

“Yes"

“That's Tom, he's from Wigan, he
built that boat himself, say hello.”

I could hear Jimmy say, “ Hello, are
you Tom?”

“Yes"

"“Are you from Wigan”

“Yes"

“Did you build that all yourself?”
“Yes"

“Blimey, you must have a big back
garden!

It transpired that Jimmy, his wife
and two friends were on the first
overnight stop of a weeks coach tour
of the Chateaux of the Loire. They
were taking an after dinner stroll

by the river when he spotted my
boat. They hadn’t known that we
were in France. A short while later
they joined us in the brasserie and
we laughed and drank until nearly
midnight. They had to be off on
their coach at 8am. Back to the boat
where all was quiet.

The following morning, over coffee,
Tom and | discussed how to receive
UK tv all over Europe
with the aid of

a Comag outfit

from Maplins

costing only £90!

But time and tide
etc. We had to push
on, intending to
reach Port St. Louis
that evening and
Paris the following
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day, Saturday. We said our hurried
good byes and too soon we were

on our way again. Did | know Tom's
phone number? No. Did | remember
to take a photo of his boat? No. Will
we meet again? Doubtful. But am |
likely to forget him? | don't think so.

We were in a hurry having booked
in advance to return home for a
few days on Eurostar the following
Tuesday so we needed to settle into
a berth at the Paris Arsenal marina
and to see if anyone would look out
for our boat while we were away.
We had yet to meet Bill and Nancy
from the USA whose barge was to be
next to ours. Their permanent home
had been at the marina in Paris for
the past 6 years and they would
keep an eye on our boat. But that's
another story for another day.
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North-Line Yachts

The North-Line Yachts are built by Jachtbouw Zevenhuizen in
Franeker, The Netherlands. This company was founded 35 years
ago by two timbers/carpenters. Through the years they expanded
their business and the number of employees has steadily increased.
Due to the affection of one of the yard-owners for the Nelsons he
decided to buy a hull in the UK. The yard then went on to build a
significant number of Nelson yachts from 34's up to a 51ft Talisman.

In 2000 Sipko van Sluis, son of one of the founders, and a member
of the Nelson Boat Owners Club, took over the company. He was
also taken by the sturdy Nelson design and he struck a partnership
with Arthur Mursell for the development of the North-Line, a
completely new ocean going motor yacht based on the Nelson
design principles.

North-Line yachts are rated CE category A. The smallest is the North-
Line 37. Due to its ingenious engine room design, the yard has
managed to create a large master bedroom with French-bed in the
front and a comfortable guestroom with two separate berths below
the wheelhouse. There is also a large galley and a saloon below
deck. The 37's and the 42’'s can be delivered in an open version or
with a wheelhouse. The wheelhouse version is among the nominees
for the ‘European Powerboat of the Year 2011’ award. At Boot
Dusseldorf in January 2011 North-Line will be showing the new 42
of which three have already been sold this far. A new 48 is on the
drawing board. The flag ship of the fleet will be a 60 ft Wheelhouse
version. The moulding of this hull nears completion and the launch
of this 3 cabin yacht is scheduled for 2012.

The yard is one of the few in the world who can built a hull with
the stringers in single pass thanks to the use of proprietary vacuum
infusion technology. All joinery and interior finishing, engine
installation, electrical work and electronics are completed in-house
by the experienced team of Jachtbouw Zevenhuizen. Next year the
North-Line production, service & maintenance and brokerage will
move to a new 2.500 sq meters purpose built facility in Harlingen.
To date eleven boats have been sold.

For any information meet North-Line at Hiswa or at Boot in
Dusseldorf. You can also contact Henk Sijbranda, sales manager at
North-Line Yachts, tel. 00-31-517-391054, fax 00-31-517-391126,
email: sales@north-line.nl
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Classic Boat Museum

Just one year ago we were making room at the Classic Boat
Museum Gallery in East Cowes for the Nelson Boat Owners’ Club
archive, and since then it's been a busy, varied and interesting
time. We had, only a few weeks earlier, already taken charge
of about a thousand glass plates from the cellars of Uffa Fox’s
house, and then we suddenly found ourselves coming to the
partial rescue of items from the Basildon Motorboat Museum,
who were themselves faced with closure. We were lucky to

be able to find a home for their fine collection of trophies,
photos and scrap books telling the story of Betty ‘Joe’ Carstairs,
the fastest woman on water in the 1920’s, who did much of

her powerboat building and testing on the very spot we now
occupy with the Gallery. We have also found storage space for
Miss Britain IV, world record holder in 1982. Her driver, Chris
Kaye, came to see his old boat and
spent time with us, going through early
material. He is to bring us vital Motor
Boat magazines going back to the early
1900's.

Other visitors come from a wide sphere
of yachting interests. This week we had
two wildly enthusiastic young Poles —
having restored, in Poland, the former
Pilot Vessel Bembridge, with her ship’s
boat, they were here researching Trinity
House uniforms, flags and other items.
Another visitor arrived from Switzerland
- he appears to have, in Geneva, one

of the original engines from the 70ft
Voodoo, (ex-Jackstripes) built in East
Cowes, again for Joe Carstairs. On a
quite different note, we have welcomed
over fifty 5-7 year olds from the local
school coming in to enjoy learning
something of their heritage. We
volunteers spend hours scanning photos
into the computer, filing the originals, and getting excited
when another bit of local maritime history slips into place. As

a Museum we are grateful to you all for the support you have
given us, as we continue to work towards our aims — to collect,
preserve, and present local maritime history.

Rosemary Joy

For the Trustees
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NELSON WEBSITE - www.

To all NBOC members, please take a look at our new club
website, which can be found at:

www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk
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personal details to the site, which would only be accessible to
members.

As an ongoing personal interest | hope to have meetings and
interviews with many of the people connected with our hobby,

and to then publish this information for all
members to read on the website. This is both an
interesting but awesome task and | just hope
thatlamup toit!

Looties | oy 0 it | Dt U
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These important people, in no particular order
of course, include:

Lord Montague, Simon Mayes, Collin and

Eric Pollard, Arthur Mursell, John Askham,
Peter Collett, John Tyler, Sebastian Freeman
(does anyone else know of other ex Halmatic
employees | could approach?) Barry Kimber
(Seaward Marine), Mike Renolds (Dale Nelson),
Geoff Wilson (Aquastar Nelson), Fred Booker

5 (Humber), Siepco Van Sluis (Zevenhuizen

S — Jachtbouw), please also let me know of any
———T— other appropriate people?

T ot b The new site is a ‘first pass’ of what | think our
new website should ‘look and feel like'.

It is in no way a finished site and | will leave

it up to you the NBOC members to come back
to me with suggestions of how you think the

e AT e
- r—
i o
ey ey 8

S— site should change, plus any other information
Ty or articles that you think should be included.
T ity P e s Where necessary | will then consult with our

‘club officers’ and | will make several changes,
en-mass rather than individually.

Prior to our new website site the NBOC had

no specific presence on the web, which in this
day and age meant that we were not easily
S ——— contacted, nor were the aims and history of our
i» By d cilryrrd S

boats and club fully appreciated.

As a point of interest other similar clubs to ours
include:

The Seaward Squadron club: www.seawardboat.
com/club.html,

The Dale Nelson club: www.dalenelson.co.uk/
newsletter.asp and

The Fairy boat owners club:www.
faireyownersclub.co.uk .

sul vibam Spen o s’ el aw
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However these clubs tend to be affiliated with
their own specific manufacturers, unlike ours.

The new club website has been written as a historical (plus a
modern day) reference site about NELSON boats and the all
important people who designed, built and used them.

It will eventually contain as much history that | can find connected
with them.

The new site also includes main club contact information for
existing members as well as prospective new members, and it is my
great hope that the site will both attract new members in to the
club as well as encouraging people to both commission ‘new builds’
and refurbish existing Nelsons, thereby continuing the marque.

Please note that the site does not currently hold any specific
personal details of members for security reasons, as | am currently
unclear where we stand regarding the Data Protection Act and
peoples preferences. Perhaps members could let me have their
views on this and let me know the legality of adding names and

In conclusion | would like to thank Russ Carswell
for all his excellent help in creating this website. Both Russ and |
spent nearly a year compiling and writing my own companies new
website (www.terotest.com) plus all its attendant pdf brochures,
and having done this, with knowledge gained, we wrote the
www.nelsonboatownersclub.co.uk website.

| hope that you enjoy the site and | look forward to your comments.

Steve & Grietje Brenner
‘Out of the Blue’
email:steve.brenner@terotest.com
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FROM OUR NELSON HISTORIAN...
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2011 & 2012 PROGRAM NOTES

2011 Rallies — venues and dates

Date
March 5th

March 24th
June 9-12th
June 16-19th
June 16-19th

Sept 3-4th

Place
Sneek, NL

London
Cowes
Woodbridge
Woodbridge

Elburg, NL

Event
NL Winter rally

House of Lords

Solent Rally

East Coast Rally
NL/German

NL Summer rally

2012 J Class Solent Regatta

The Royal Southampton Yacht Club and the J Class Association have announced the
details of the regatta programma for July 2012. The dates for the races are July 19*" and
July 20, This is followed by the Hundred Guinea Cub Race Around the Isle of Wight on

July 215t 2012.

Contact
Adriaan Roosen

Simon Mayes
Simon Mayes
Paul Gamsma
Pieter Taselaar

Marijke Vrijenhoek

For information: http://www.jclassyachts.com

At the initiative of Alice Huisman and Hans Hofsteenge from Royal Huisman, the Dutch/
German members will all take their boats to the Solent to be present at this event. With
the possibility of 6-8 J Class yachts racing, this is expected to be an outstanding regatta,
both for the competitors and spectators. No other class requires a crew of 30 plus
experienced sailors, handling more then 10,000 square feet of sail, driving a 200 ton hull
at 16 knots around the course.

In 2011 preparations for the crossing from Holland will start in earnest and with Marijke
Vrijenhoek and Hans Hofsteenge organizing. They will also reach out to the British
members who will be invited to join for the festivities.

Booking

aroosen@wxs.nl
nelsonboatowners@btinternet.com
nelsonboatowners@btinternet.com
paul@brunel.org.uk
p.taselaar@inter.nl.net

l.vrijenhoek@inter.nl.net

Colofon

Editor: Adriaan Roosen

Publisher: NBOC Holland/Germany chapter
Bickerswerf 60

1013KX Amsterdam

aroosen@waxs.nl

Nelson Boat Owners Club

Simon Mayes

Nelson Yard, Embankment Road
Bembridge, Isle of Wight

PO35 5NR United Kingdom
nelsonboatowners@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01983 872306

Dutch/German chapter
Adriaan Roosen
Bickerswerf 60

1013KX Amsterdam

The Netherlands
aroosen@wsxs.nl
Telephone: 020 775 3795
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East Coast Rally Deben River in Woodbridge June 16*"- 19t 2011

(Paul Gamsa, Harry Standley, Pieter Taselaar organizing)

River Deben — FACT FILE
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NELSON BOAT OWNERS CLUB

The British fleet will depart from Bembridge on Sunday 12th June
(after the Club AGM)

via Eastbourne and Ramsgate before entering the River Orwell at
Harwich Harbour.

Please contact Paul Gamsa (paul@brunel.org.uk) or Harry Standley
for details.

The Dutch fleet will depart from Zierikzee and the crossing will
be coordinated by Pieter Taselaar; please contact Pieter for details
(p.taselaar@inter.nl.net).

Thursday 16th June
Rendez vous at Suffolk Yacht Harbour marina; entrance at all states
of the tide. Pontoon Party then informal supper at the Lightship.

www.syharbour.co.uk

Friday 17th June

09.30 hrs - depart SYH in convoy for the River Deben. You will be
piloted into the entrance of the river by “Wee Hopscotch”- Nelson
29, then up to Woodbridge Tide Mill Marina, arrival no later than

13.30 hrs. www.tidemillyachtharbour.co.uk

Afternoon: At leisure. Evening: Dinner at the Riverside Restaurant.

Saturday 18th June

Morning at leisure. BBQ lunch in the Tide Mill Marina. Afternoon:
At leisure or alternatively a trip to the Viking Burial Ship at
Sutton Hoo. Evening: Gourmet Dinner at The Galley Restaurant in
Woodbridge.

Sunday 19th June
10:00 hrs - General meeting of British & Dutch Chapters of NBOC.
Departure from Tide Mill Marina after 13.00 hrs approx due to tide.

North Line Yachts

Jachtbouw Zevenhuizen bv T +31 (0)517-391054
Zevenhuizen 1 F +31 (0)517-391126
8801 AW Franeker E sales@north-line.nl

The Netherlands I www.north-line.nl
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